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‘Rabin murder planned two years ago’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prune Minnlci Yinhak Rj bin's murder km 
planned as tong as two yean ago h> a Jewish terror cell, uuh the 
support of far-right elements determined hi hold on jo ihe Wc»i 
8 vm< Israel s police chiei said "The murder was planned for two 
years by a hard core which was circled hy j certain number of 
people who were only partially aware of it." he said in a statement 
carried by Israeli radio on Friday. He said the hie was “almost 
etosed” and that police did no: evpeci more arrests, following the 
confessions of assassin Yieai Arpir and others who have been 
detained since the murder at o Tel As IS pejee rally on Nov. 4 The 
police arc holding seven suspected conspirators, including Amir 
pwe page 12). "It's certain that the murder was perpetrated by a 
small terrorist core and not a [uuerfut clandestine organisation ... 
But tiui makes it even more a errs mg lor Israeli society." said an 
expert on far-right groups. "If it w as a secrei ur£,inis.iiHin. the 
iceuriiy services would not base had much trouble dismantling it." 
Professor Ehud Sprinzlu1> of Jerusalem's Hebrew Universiiv lotd 
AFP. "But it is difficult to strike when you arc dealing with a 
duster of small groups or individuals." he said. 
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king, Crown Prince congratulate Zeronal 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesiy King Hussein Friday sent a cable 
to Algerian President Li amine Zeroual congratulating him on his' 
victory in his country's first free presidential election. "I and the 
Jordanian people received with overwhelming joy news about your 
u inning the democratic presidential election in the dear Algeria." 
King Hussein said in his cable. "As I wish you luck in your coming 
presidential mandate, I implore God the Almighty that your free 
election will be a main step on leading Algeria out of its crisis and 
retrieving us long-aspired and honourable role within its Arab 
Nation." the King added. His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Has&an sent President Zeroual a similar cable congratulating him 
on his win and the Algerian people on the free democratic 
election. Prince Hassan voiced hope that this democratic election 
will signal an end to the cyde of violence which plagued Algeria 
for the past years, and will' enable the Arab country to resume its 
prominent role within its Arab and Islamic nations. President 
Zeroual beat three other candidates with 61 .34 per cent of the vote 
for a new five-year mandate. 
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Zeroual sweeps to victory in 
Algerian presidential polls 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Former General Liamine 
Zeroual swept to victory as 
Algeria's elected president 
with results announced on 
Friday giving him an outright 
win over his three rivals! 

fn an election seen by the 
authorities as the first step to 
getting Algeria out of four 
years of bloodshed and con- 
flict with militants. Interior 
Minister Musfaphu Ben Men- 
sour said over seven million- 
of 12 million voters hacked 
Mr. Zeroual. 

The newly- elected presi- 
dent. speaking shortly after 
the result, said: "The elec- 
tions were a victory to the 
sovereignty of the people and 
true democracy in our coun- 
try and a jesson to its enemies 
inside and outside Algeria." 


Mr. Zeroual, who has 
cracked down on rebels but 
tried to negotiate with de- 
tained militant leaders, has 
pledged to pursue dialogue 
with the opposition and cre- 
ate a pluralist democracy. 

Saying he treasured the 
confidence shown in him. he 
said: "I will work hard... to 
be the president of all Alge- 
rian men and women to build 
together ail of us this Algeria 
and achieve all our ambi- 
tions." 

Mr. Ben Mcnsour told an 
Algiers news conference that 
Mr. Zeroual, S4. who has 
been unelcctcd leader since 
January 1994. won 61.34 per 
cent of Thursday's election. 

Thousands of security 
forces were deployed for the 
vote because of militant 


threats to disrupt it, and a 
boycott call by the main legal 
parlies. 

After results were 
announced, his supporters 
took to the streets waving 
Algerian flags while members 
of the security forces fired 
sub-nuchineguns into the air 
in celebration. 

The streets of the capital 
echoed to the sound of men. 
many of them soldiers and 
police officers, letting off 
rounds of celebratory pistol 
and machine gun fire. 

Women ululated as cars 
draped in the national green, 
white and red flag, cruised 
the streets, their drivers' hon- 
king their horns. 

A credible turnout was 
considered crucial to any 
attempt by Mr. Zeroual to 



Algerians celebrate in the streets of Algiers the victory of Lamine Zeroual in 
presidential elections (AFP photo) 


use the election to strengthen 
his hand in confronting the 
extremists. 

Mr. Zeroual's closest rival. 
Islamist Mahfoud Nahnah 
look 25.38 per cent of valid 
votes, with anti-Islamist Said 
Saadi trailing at 9.29 per cent 
and Islamist intellectual 
Noureddine Boukrouh 3.78 
per cent. 

Mr. Ben Mensour said the 
final turnout in the election 
was 74.92 per cent, a figure 
quickly disputed by the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) which had called for a 
boycott and said in Pans the 
real figure was less than half 
that. 

International observers 
arriving back here from diffe- 
rent parts of Algeria said they 
were happy with the way the 
country's first presidential 
election had been conducted. 

Hussein Ai Kamel, the 
head of a seven-member Un- 
ited Nations monitoring 
team, said there was no ques- 
tion of the result being in 
doubt in any way. 

"The election was free. We 
congratulate the Algerian 
people on completing their 
democratic process,” he told 
AFP. 

‘‘We ended our mission 
today by observing hundreds 
of polling stations.” he said 
adding that a report would be 
presented to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. 

Alvaro da Silva, a repre- 
sentative from Mozambique 
working for a team of obser- 
vers from the Organisation of 
African Unity, said: "It all 
went very well. There was a 
very high participation rate. 
The election was handled 

(Continued on page 7) 


Queen pays tribute 
to UNICEF director 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on Fri- 
day bid farewell to the Un- 
ited Nations Children's 
Fund's (UNICEF)’s Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) regional director. 
Mrs. Sarojina Vittachi, at AI 
Nadwa Palace. Queen Noor 
expressed her appreciation 
on behalf of Jordan for Mrs. 
Viitachi's work at UNICEF 
and, in particular for her 
personal commitment to the 
welfare of the country's chil- 
dren. Mrs. Vittachi praised 
Queen Noor’s leadership role 
and support of children's 
rights as well as her establish- 
ment and chairmanship of the 
national task force for chil- 
dren, which is dedicated to 
keeping children's issues a 
national priority. Mis. Vit- 
tachi, who is retiring from 
UNICEF after 21 years of 
service — half of which was 
spent in the Middle East, was 
UNICEFs representative in 
Jordan in the late 1980s. Dur- 
ing that time, she headed the 
UNICEF team that worked 
with the Jordanian govern- 
ment on the universal im- 
munisation of children and 
the eradication of diseases. 
As UNICEFs MENA re- 
gional director, she focused 
on “bringing countries, peo- 
ple and non-governmental 
organisations around educa- 
tion for peace and toler- 
ance.” Mrs. Vittachi will con- 
tinue to work for the causes 
she has espoused during her 
long impressive career, parti- 
cularly the impact of war on 
children. 

UAE, Iran hold 
talks on dispute 

DOHA (AFP) — Iranian and 
United Arab Emirates 
(U^E) official' arrived in 
Qatar on Friday for talks on 
their countries' dispute over 
three islands in the Gulf, 
after a three-year break, di- 
plomats said. They said 
Doha, which has good ties 
with Tehran and Abu Dhabi, 
had been mediating for the 
past four months. The talks 
on the islands of Abu Musa 
and the Greater and Lesser 
Tiinb, due to start on Satur- 
day, will be their first official 
negotiations since September 
1992 when a session in Abu 
Dhabi broke up without 
agreement. 


Peres surges far ahead of 
Netanyahu in opinion poll 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has raced ahead of 
his main right-wing Likud riv- 
al Benjamin Netanyahu win- 
ning 60 per cent support in a 
poll published Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu would poll 
only 28 per cent of the vote if 
elections were held now 
while 12 per cent said they 
had not made up their minds, 
according to'tfre poll of 500 
people published in the right- 
wing daily Maariv. 

The figures are up on last 
week when Mr. Peres was 
backed by 54 per cent of 
people questioned for a poll 
in the daily Yediot Aharonot. 
with the Likud leader gaining 
23 per cent support. 

Mr. Netanyahu's popular- 
ity has plunged since the 
assassination of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin on Nov. 4. 
After the murder he was pub- 
licly criticised for whipping 
up a hate campaign against 
Mr. Rabin. Three months 
ago Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Netanyahu were neck atjd 
neck in the polls. 

The next general elections 
are due to be held on Oct. 29. 
1996, when for the first lime 
the prime minister is due to 
be directly elected. 

Mr. Peres was officially 
appointed prime minister late 

Wednesday by President 
Ezer Weizman and is due to 
announce his new cabinet 
line-up on Tuesday. 

"Tuesday, on the eve of 
presenting my cabinet, I will 
say everything I have to say." 
Mr. Peres told journalists as 
he went into a meeting of the 
Labour Party leadership in 
Tel Aviv. 

But he added: "I am not 
sure that I will be able to 
enlarge the base of the gov- 
ernment.” 

Speculation has been rife 
over the new composition of 
the government, even before 
Mr. Peres was named to suc- 
ceed Mr. Rabin. 

Although Mr. Peres’ 
appointment came as no sur- 
prise. analysts have been 
trying to second guess the 
new cabinet make-up. 

Mr. Peres has only said 
that he will keep either his 
post under Mr. Rubin as fore- 
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Shimon Peres 

ign minister, or the defence 
portfolio he inherited from 
the former premier. 

A Labour spokesman said 
the new cabinet members 
would be sworn in before the 
Knesset, or parliament, on 
Wednesday. 

Several ministers were 
trying to broaden the slim 
base of the outgoing left-wing 
coalition, which could only 
count on 63 deputies in the 
120-set parliament. 

- Outgoing Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal. Justice Minis- 
ter David Libai, Tourism 
Minister Uzi Baram. Eco- 
nomy Minister Yossi Beilin, 
and Labour Secretary Gener- 
al Nissim Zwili led the ral- 
lying call contacting several 
panics. 

Mr. Weizman said on 
Wednesday: "I believe we 
need a government as broad 
as possible because the grea- 
ter the support, the more 
able he will be to take 
courageous decisions.” 

But the head of the Labour 
parliamentary group Raunam 
Cohen, ruled out a national 
unity government. "There is 
absolutely no question of 
that." 

"We don't have any illu- 
sions either that the religious 
parties will rally to us. but we 
are meeting formally with 
their leaders in ihe hope of 
winning at least the passive 
backing of Shas and the Un- 
ited Torah of Judaism," he 
added. 

The two orthdox groups 
together have 10 deputies in 
the Knesset. 

The National Religious 


Party, which has six deputies, 
has said it could support the 
government on certain issues. 

Mr. Zvili said: "We will 
.stay more or less with the 
same coalition but with an 
opposition which hopefully 
will be less extremist." 

It is likely Mr. Peres will 
keep the defence portoflio. 
like Mr. Rabin before him. 
and concede his post of fore- 
ign minister, possibly to out- 
going Interior Minister Ehud 
Barak, a former army chief- 
of-staff. 

Mr. Barak said Thursday 
that he was ready to take on 
any job "assigned to me. 
because I have worked for 12 
years on political issues and 
ultra-sensitive questions of 
national security.” 

The popular head of the 
powerful trade union federa- 
tion Histradut. Haim 
Ramon, who this week 
announced his return to the 
Labour fold, is a contender 
for the interior ministry port- 
folio. 

According to state radio. 
Mr. Beilin, who is close to 
Mr. Peres, could become a 
minister without portfolio 
while Religious Affairs 
Minister Shimon Shetreec 
would take over economy. 

Deputy Foreign Minister- 
Eli Dayan could move to 
religious affairs. 

Mr. Peres has also mer 
with Geneal On Orr. head of 
the parliamentary committee 
on foreign affairs and de- 
fence. who could succeed Mr. 
Dayan as deputy defence 
minister. 

Arab League warning 


The Arab League warned 
Mr. Peres against continuing 
the “stalling” policies of Mr. 
Rabin in the peace process or 
risk suffering the same fate. 

"What is required of Peres 
is to get directly to the heart 
of the matter and respect 
U.N. resolutions” deman- 
ding an end to Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank, 
Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon, deputy League 
Secretary Adnan Omran 
said. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san is sworn in as Regent in the presence 
of His Majesty King Hussein before the 


King's departure for London on Friday (Petrf 
photo) 


King, Queen leave for London 


AMM\N (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Oueen Noor left for London 
on Friday on a several-day 
working visit to the United 
Kingdom. 

They were seen off at the 
airport by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Her Royal Hjghness Princess 
Basma and members of the 
royal family. Also bidding 
farewell to them were Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the speaker of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament. Royal Court 
Chief Marwan A I Qasem. 
Private Chamberlain Prince 
Ali Ben Navef. the King's 
advisors, cabinet ministers 
and senior military and civil 


officials, in addition to the 
British ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

King Hussein and Oueen 
Noor were accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prin- 
cess Haya Bint AI Hussein. 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad. the King's military- 
secretary and Princess Ghida 
Talal. and the King's advisors 
Mohammad Rasoul Al Kitoni 
and Yanal Hikmat. Prince 
Hassan was swom in to serve 
as Regent during the King's 
absence. 

In a television programme 
King Hussein said early Fri- 
day the forthcoming era will 
bring to Jordan and the 
Jordanians progress and 
prosperity. 


In a telephone conversa- 
tion with Jordan TV's weekly 
morning programme broad- 
cast every Friday. King Hus- 
sein said' Jordanians would 
have the opportunity to excel 
in all fields and to five up to 
the challenges. 

He voiced hope that Jor- 
dan w'ould become an exam- 
ple and idea! for the others in 
the Arab World through pur- 
suing the path of democracy, 
political pluralism and re- 
spect for human rights. 

King Hussein stressed the 
importance of people's parti- 
cipation in charting the road 
to the future and shouldering 
responsibility in building 
their country. 


Israeli Arab team ends visit 
voicing support for Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A delega- 
tion representing the Demo- 
cratic Front for Peace in 
Israel's parliament on Friday 
concluded a several-day visit 
to Jordan and left for home. 

The delegation, led by 
Hashem Mahamid. was oh 
Thursday received by His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
whom they presented gifts on 
his- 60th birthday and voiced 
the front's total support for 
King Hussein's peace en- 
deavours. 

King Hussein in a brief 
address delivered at the 
meeting with the delegation.- 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
thanked the front for its sup- 
port and voiced his pride in 
the Palestinian Arab com- 
munity for their continued 
efforts to promote the cause 
of peace. 

"We are all duty-bound to 
seek a comprehensive peace 
in the region and to step up 


efforts to consolidate the 
security and peace achieved 
so far.” said the King, who 
also voiced total support for 
the Palestinian people's 
struggle to regain their full 
rights on their national soil. 

The King voiced Jordan's 
total commitment to peace 
saying the Kingdom would 
continue to stand firm in the 
face of all anions by the 
enemies of peace, who. he 
said, want to undermine the 
peace process. 

"The enemies of peace." 
said the King, "will not be 
able to extinguish the light of 
life and the right of the com- 
ing generations to free life." 

Mr. Mahamid delivered an 
address expressing the de- 
legation's good wishes to the 
King on his birthday and 
expressed support for the 
King's efforts to help the 
Palestinians regain their 
rights. 


He said his parliamentary 
from, which groups Jews and 
Arabs, seeks equality and 
peace and is fighting against 
discrimination against the 
Arabs in Israel. 

According to Mr. Maha- 
mid. Israeli Arabs who num- 
bered 150.000 in 1948 now- 
numbers 800.000. all support- 
ing peace and are steadfast in 
their adherence to their 
national soil in Palestine. 

Referring to Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination, Mr. 
Mahamid said that the bullets 
were directed at the peace 
process, adding that the 
Israeli Arabs hope that the 
coming stage will witness 
progress on all tracks so that 
peace can be comprehensive. 

The delegation were also 
received by Speaker of the 
Senate Ahmad Lawzi. who 
outlined Jordan's parliamen- 
tary life and discussed the 
peace process. 


Israel 
to quit 
Bethlehem 
early for 
Christmas 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli soldiers will 
leave Bethlehem three days 
earlier than planned to allow 
preparations for the first 
Christmas under Palestinian 
control in 28 years. Palesti- 
nian officials said on Friday. 

"The Israelis will leave 
Bethlehem on the ISth of 
December,” Major General 
Nasr Yousef, head of Palesti- 
nian forces in Gaza and the 
West Bank, told Reuters. 

Israel is redeploying troops 
from six West Bank towns 
and pan of Hebron under an 
agreement signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in September 
to extend Palestinian self-rule 
from Gaza and Jericho. Elec- 
tions to a Palestinian council 
to run most aspects of life in 
these areas follow in late 
January. 

Chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Ahmad Qouriea con- 
firmed the timetable change 
had been agreed with the 
Israelis. 

"On the 28th of December 
the election campaigns start, 
so this means redeployment 
will conclude on Dec. 26 
from Ramallah and the vil- 
lages near Hebron,” he said. 

Israel's acting Prime Minis- 
ter Shihion Peres has vowed 
to implement all deals with 
the PLO sealed by his prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Rabin, assas- 
sinated by a right-wing Jew 
on Nov. 4. 

Israel lifted a closure of 
Jenin on Friday imposed as 
its soldiers left the northern 
West Bank town on Monday. 

Jenin residents, who de- 
pend heavily on cross- 
border Israeli Arab shop- 
pers. welcomed the move. 

“We don’t depend on the 
local citizens but upon the 
Israelis who are well-to-do.” 
said merchant Mohammad 
Hasan, 60. 

Arafat challenges 

A Hebron businessman, pre- 
viously unknown to Palesti- 
nian politics, declared on Fri- 
day he would challenge PLO 
head Yasser Arafat in 
Palestinian elections. 

"My motive for running for 
the presidency against Mr. 
Arafat is serving the public as 
dictated by my religion and 
according to my conscience,” 
Ali Ishak Khaled Al Tamimi, 
40, who described himself as 
a devout Muslim, told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Tamimi is the first 
Palestinian to declare he will 
run against Mr. Arafat. 

Hebron residents said Mr. 
Tamimi owned an electronics 
store in town and was rich but 

(Continued on page 7) 


Clinton sends 
Congress 
stopgap bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton on Fri- 
day sent Congress his own 
stopgap funding bill to end 
tire shutdown of the federal 
government. 

Repeating his vow to veto 
a second temporary funding 
bill backed by Republicans, 
Mr. Clinton said his proposal 
reflects “my desire to 
approve promptly a clean ex- 
tension” of federal funding. 

"I urge the Congress to act 
on this legislation promptly 
and to return it to me for 
signing,” Mr. Clinton said in 
a message to Congress. 

The Clinton proposal also 
provides language that would 
commit the government to 
pay all 800.000 federal em- 
ployees who were furloughed 
this week. 

The White House said ear- 
lier Friday there were posi- 
tive signs of movement in the 
budget impasse with the Con- 
gress, which has partially shut 
down the U.S. government 

"A lot of ideas are now- 
floating. ” White House 
spokesman Michael McCurry 
told reporters. 


Saudi blast probe could take 
a long time — diplomat 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
U.S. investigators sifting 
through the debris here Fri- 
day of a bombing which kil- 
led six people face a , <' i ng and 
complex search for those be- 
hind the attack, an official 
said. 

"Explosives experts from 
the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) are at the 
parking lot where the explo- 
sion occurred to recover any 
evidence that could lead to 
the authors" of the attack, a 
Western diplomat close to 
the investigation said. 

According to the official, 
who preferred to remain 
anonymous, "the search will 
be long and difficult, espe- 
cially if the perpetrators left 
the country." 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
embassy would not comment 
on the investigation, saying 
only: "We don’t have the 
habit of making the slightest 
comment on an ongoing FBI 
investigation.” 

A carbomb on Monday rip- 
ped through U.S. military 
offices used to train the Saudi 
National Guard in Riyadh, 
killing five Americans and 


one Indian and wounding 60 
other people. 

No arrests have been made 
yet in the investigation, the 
diplomat said, but witnesses 
are being regularly inter- 
viewed by Saudi officials. 

FBI agents arrived in 
Riyadh on Monday to help 
Saudi officials investigate the 
bombing. 

The U.S. embassy here 
issued a State Department 
warning urging Americans to 
keep a low profile, limit 
travel, avoid local market- 
places and public streets as 
well as take care in opening 
mail. 

There are an estimated 
35,000 Americans living in 
Saudi Arabia. 

One American in Riyadh 
said Friday she was "terri- 
fied" after the attack. "Since 
then. I will not send my 
children to school until the 
situation is more dear.” 

Iran has denied involve- 
ment in the bombing, and 
accused the American 
ambassador in Saudi Arabia 
of seeking to undermine the 
already tense Tehran-Riyadh 
ties. 


Iq a statement Thursday, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmmoud Mohammadi 

said: "Iran has no connection 
whatsoever to Monday’s blast 
in the Saudi capital." 

Mr. Mohammadi claimed 
that Ambassador Raymond 
Mabus was making allega- 
tions “in order to justify the 
U.S. military presence in the 
region and in Muslim coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Mabus has not directly 
blamed Iran for the attack. 
But in interviews Wednes- 
day, he was asked about the 
possibility of an Iranian con- 
nection. 

“I have an open mind. It 
might have been the one in- 
volved,” he replied. "Saudi 
Arabia has bad neighbours.” 

Mr. Mohammadi , whose 
statement was carried by the 
Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy. said the "American 
ambassador is trying to sow 
discord among Persian Gulf 
states." 

Iran's government is 
known to oppose the Amer- 
ican military presence in the 

(C ont inu e d on pap 7 ) 
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Sanctions are 


genocide, Iraq 
tells world body 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— - Iraq said here Thursday 
that continued U.N. sanc- 
tions against it amounted to a 
“war of genocide" against its 
population. 

The U.N. Security Council 
upheld the sweeping econo- 
mic sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad in 1990 at its regular 
review meeting on November 
8. after new disclosures failed 
to satisfy its concerns about 
Iraq's programmes for 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The council reiterated its 
offer to allow Iraq to swap a 
limited amount of oil for food 
and medicine, which Bagh- 
dad has repeatedly rejected. 
Iraq has said it will accept the 
offer, known as Resolution 
986. only the terms were 
changed. 

“It is high time for the 
Security Council to take con- 
crete decisions to alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and terminate this on- 
going genocide against the 
people of Iraq." a statement 
released here from the Iraqi 
mission ro the United Na- 
tions said. 

“The continuation of a 


comprehensive package of 
economic sanctions against 
Iraq that includes in defacto 
the supply of foodstuffs and 
medicines, by denying re- 
venue resources, is tanta- 
mount to a war of genocide." 
it said. 

The Iraqis distributed data 
showing that an average of 
122.500 citizens have died for 
various reasons every year 
since the sanctions were im- 
posed in 1990. compared to 
only 27,334 deaths in 1989. It 
did not say how many deaths 
were incurred in fighting dur- 
ing the Gulf war nor how 
those numbers affected the 
yearly averages. 

"The nutritional situation 
of the children under five 
years of age is particularly 
alarming, the statement 
said, citing malnutrition and 
vitamin deficiencies among 
7.73 million people. 

Members of the Security 
Council, particularly the Un- 
ited States and Britain, have 
repeatedly said that if Iraq 
wants to improve the huma- 
nitarian conditions of its civi- 
lian population it must accept 
the oil-for-food resolution. 


Saudi prince’s guards 
locked in row in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) — Police laid 
siege to a brother of Saudi 
King; Fahd in a five-star hotel 
here on Thursday until the 
surrender of members of his 
private bodyguard who beat 
up two Egyptians, police and 
hotel workers said. 

Some 100 police circled the 
Rainses Hilton for more than 
12 hours before an Amer- 
ican, John Muller, and a 
Frenchman, identified only, 
as Bernard, two of Prince 
Turki Ben Abdul Aziz's 
bodyguards, gave themselves 
up. 

Bernard, the head of the' 

G ince’s 140-man guard, and 
uller beat up two Egyptian 
brotheis outside the hotel on 
Sunday and sprayed them 
with a gas cannister, police 
and hotel workers said. 

Four days later, police sur- 
rounded the hotel and dosed 
off the three floors of the 
towering hotel in downtown 
Cairo that Prince Turki has 
rented and occupied for more 
than three years. 

Interior Minister Hasson 
A1 Alfi told journalists earlier 
he had ordered some of the 
bodyguards arrested for de- 
portation and their names 
placed on a black list banning 
reentry into Egypt. 

The remainder of the 
prince’s guards would have 
their weapons' licences re- 
voked, Mr. Alfi said. 

“We will not permit trans- 
gressions of the law by body- 
guards protecting foreign fi- 
gures,” be said. 

“This wasn't the first time 


the prince's security made 
trouble, they've caused fights 
here before," one member of 
the hotel staff who asked not 
to be named told AFP. 

“The guards have weapons 
upstairs, although they don't 
cany them visibly when they 
come down to the lobby.” he 
said. 

A crowd of Egyptians 
gathered outside the hotel on 
Thursday to demonstrate 
against the Saudi royal, who 
is in his 60s, the staffer said. 

The staffer, who witnessed 
the attack on Sunday, said it 
started when two Egyptian 
brothers started arguing with 
the prince's drivers, who bad 
blocked the entrance to the 
hotel. 

“The drivers called up to 
Prince Turki’s security and 
told them there was a fight, 
sc Bernard and one other 
man came right down,” he 
said. 

Bernard “didn't say a 
word, he just ran up and 
punched (one of the 
brothers) in the face. Then 
they ran after the other who 
was trying to get away and 
beat him up. 'Then they 
sprayed them with a gas can- 
nister because they were 
fighting back.” 

“No one here wants him. 
It’s better if he left the coun- 
try but at least he must leave 
the hotel," he said. 

The assistant manager of 
the Ramses Hilton, Amr 
Gan uni, said, “it has not 
been decided what measures 
to take” with the prince. 


Assad celebrates 25 

{Continued -from page 12l 

to more tension and violence, 
which will not spare anyone 
as shown by recent develop- 
ments." 

His comment was seen as a 
reference to the Rabin assas- 
sination. 

“There will be no peace so 
long as Israel has not with- 
drawn from the Golan back 
to the borders of June 4, 
1967, from South Lebanon 
and Arab territories occupied 
in 1967. including Jeru- 
salem,” said Mr. Ahmar. 

“Syria will confront the 
projects of Israel aimed at 
dividing the Arabs and sup- 
pressing their national identi- 
ty, grabbing their riches and 


years m power 

imposing its hegemony’’ on 
the Middle East. 

Israel said Thursday that 
an upcoming visit by U.S. 
Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross would help determine if 
the stalled talks with Syria 
could be put back on track. 

“We should be in a posi- 
tion to judge what the 
chances are of reopening the 
negotiations with the Syrians 
after the visit of Dennis 
Ross,” who is due to arrive 
late Saturday, acting Prime 
Minister Peres told reporters. 

“For our part, we remain 
very serious in our willing- 
ness and readiness to negoti- 
ate with the Syrians so as to 
arrive at a full peace in the 
Middle East." 
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UNDER GUARD: An Israeli soldier escorts Jewish settlers passing the Ibrahim! Mosque in Hebron. 
According to the Sept 28 agreement signed between the Palestine Liberation Organisation and Israel, the 
Israeli army will evacuate Hebron,- where 400 settlers live among 120,000 Palestinians, by March 1996. In 
the meantime, the army would continue to keep control of security in Hebron (AFP photo) 

Palestinians accuse Israelis of 
interfering in voter campaign 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian officials 
complained Thursday that 
Israeli soldiers were interfer- 
ing with efforts to register 
voters for upcoming elections 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Feras Yaghi, head of a 
registration centre in Heb- 
ron, told the Associated 
Press that armed soldiers col- 
lected personal data from at 
least 25 families in the area 
claiming it was a registration. 
“This is a disturbance of our 
work," he said. 

In addition, a group of 
Palestinian school teachers — 
among some 7,000 carrying 
out the registration drive — 
said they were prevented by 
soldiers from reaching a bal- 
loting centre in Hebron. 

Saeb Erakat, the Palesti- 
nian official in charge of local 
government, said he sent 
Israel an official complaint 
and rased the issue in talks 
with the Israelis Thursday 
night. 

The Israeli army denied 
knowledge of misdoing by its 
soldiers. 

A delegation of four obser- 
vers from the National 
Democratic Institute (NDI), 
affiliated with the U.S. 
Democratic Party, told a 
news conference they investi- 
gated the charges but came 
up empty. 

“We have no evidence that 
suggests soldiers interfered 
with the process” said 


Sakaumzi Macozoma, a 
South African legislator and 
membeT of the NDI delega- 
tion. But he urged the Israeli 
government to better brief 
soldiers about the election 
process. 

According to the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) agreement, 
the registration is to be car- 
ried out by Palestinians and 
not Israelis in order to lend 
the Jan. 20 vote more credi- 
bility in the eyes of Arab 
voters. The Palestinians are 
to elect an 82-member parlia- 
ment and a chairman of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity. 

Uri Savir, director general 
of the Israeli foreign minis- 
try, said a Palestinian-lsraeli 
committee will be meeting 
soon to discuss security proc- 
edures for the elections in 
Hebron. 

“We will do everything to 
facilitate the very effective 
work of the Palestinian Au- 
thority regarding the elec- 
tions," Mr. Saw said follow- 
ing a meeting with top 
Palestinian officials Thurs- 
day. “I am sure the. Palesti- 
nians will do everything to 
implement it exactly accord- 
ing to the agreement." 

Mr. Savir met with Palesti- 
nian Economics Minister 
Ahmad Qouriea and other 
delegates in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah just north 
of Jerusalem. The two sides 


discussed the elections and 
other facets of implementing 
the Israel-PLO accord signed 
in September. 

The Palestinians told the 
Israeli delegation that some 
1 J00 people had already sub- 
mitted their names as candi- 
dates for the 82-member 
Palestinian governing coun- 
cil, an Israeli foreign ministry 
statement said following -the 
meeting. 

Israeli troops evacuated 
Jenin last week — a week 
ahead of schedule — and are 
to depart Nablus, Tulkarem, 
Kalkiliya, Ramallah and 
Bethlehem by year's end. 
Troops will remain in Heb- 
ron, however, during the 
election; they are to with- 
draw from the town, where 
450 Jews live among 120,000 
Palestinians. by ; -March. 

Karen Shepherd of NDI 
noted the Palestinians still 
faced logistical problems such 
as a lack of ID cards for 
registration officials and a 
shortage of registration mate- 
rials. 

But Palestinian sources 
said tens of thousands out of 
an estimated 1.2 million eligi- 
ble voters have already been 
registered since the drive be- 
gan on Sunday — despite 
appeals by two hardline fac- 
tions for a boycott of the 
election. 

The Damascus-based 
Democratic Front for the Li- 


beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) both oppose the 
Israel-PLO peace process, 
claiming it does not guaran- 
tee the Palestinians full state- 
hood. 

The main opposition to the 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat, the 
Islamic fundamentalist 
Hamas group, appears to be 
keeping its options open ab- 
out possible participation in 
the vote. 

“I do not call on Palesti- 
nians to boycott the election, 
but I will not participate with- 
out true sovereignty and 
genuine authorities." said 
Jamil Hamami, a Hamas 
spokesman in Jerusalem. 

In a debate in East Jeru- 
salem Thursday, Faisal Hus- 
seini, the top PLO official in 
the dty, argued the elections 
will gain the Palestinian 
National Authority greater 
legitimacy. 

“The world will only recog- 
nise this elected council," 
Mr. Hussein said. 

But Abdul Latif Gheith, a 
senior PFLP leader, insisted 
it "annihilates the PLO... 
Without achieving independ- 
ence, sovereignty (or) the re- 
fugees' right to return.” 

Talks about a final Israel- 
Palestinian settlement, in 
which the PLO is expected to 
demand full statehood, are to 
begin in May. 


Women candidates in Egyptian elections 
steer clear of adopting platform on rights 


CAIRO I AFP) — Women 
candidates in Egypt’s par- 
liamentary elections have de- 
cided that a rights platform is 
a losing ticket and are instead 
focusing on the issue of 
poverty. 

The 4.000 candidates run- 
ning in the vote set for Nov. 
29 include only 35 women:; 
seven from the ruling Nation- 
al Democratic Party (NDP), 
seven from opposition ranks, 
and the rest independents. 

“If I run on women's 
rights. I'm sure to lose.” 
Sawassan Al Kilani, an NDP 
member running for reelec- 
tion in Ismailiyya. north of 
Cairo, told AFP. 

“The key problems for 
women are first of all poverty 
and unemployment, not 
whether to ban ploygamy or 
easy divorces." said Ms. Kila- 
ni. who has served 20 years in 
parliament. 

“The question of democra- 
cy is secondary compared to 
the problems of hunger. 


housing, drinking water and 
medical care, from which 
women suffer most," said 
Fathiya Al Assal. a Marxist 
candidate in the Cairo slum 
of Imbaba. 

Even an issue such as illi- 
teracy — from which an aver- 
age 65 pier cenr or adult 
women suffer compared to 34 
per cent of adult men — is 
seen as “relatively minor." 
said Laila Hassan. an inde- 
pendent. 

"When people are dying of 
hunger, just try to run a 
campaign against illiteracy or 
to talk of subjects like the 
right to give citizenship to 
children of Egyptian women 
married to foreigners." Ms. 
Hassan said. 

“There are other more 
pressing issues." 

“Poverty is a real prob- 
lem." said Laila Abdul 
Wahab. who is standing as an 
independent in the rural area 
of Banha, north of Cairo. 


‘Fifty per cent of children 
leave school because they 
don't have the means to buy 
books and paper. The policy 
of compulsory education isn't 
enough if free education is 
not guaranteed," Ms. Abdul 
Wahab said. 

“The low participation of 
intellectuals (as candidates) 
and the failure of the middle-’ 
class to register to vote means 
that most voters are poor," 
she said. 

“Since competition is ,so 
fierce, women have to chose 
social topics and exclude any 
reference to democracy or 
legislative reforms” for 
women's rights. Ms. Abdul 
Wahab said. 

Rawya Atiya. who in 1956 
became Egypt and the Arab 
World's first woman deputy, 
was sorry that “women's rep- 
resentation in parliament is in 
decline in Egypt. The Egyp- 
tian woman has not been able 
to hold on to her rights." 


The number of women in 
parliament varied from six to 
eight until 1979 when former 
President Anwar Al Sadat 
ordered 32 seats set aside for 
them. But the quota was later 
ruled unconstitutional and 
eliminated. 

The last parliament in- 
cluded 10 women, three of 
them were appointed by the 
sident, who names 10 of 
le body's 454 seats. 

**We women have the 
easiest and most direct con- 
tact with voters," Ms. Assal 
said. “In Egypt every home's 
doors are open to a woman, 
which is not always the case 
for a man.” 

But women candidates 
must also face the opposition 
of Islamic radicals who tear 
down their posters and break 
up their meetings, shouting 
slogans such as, “cursed is a 
community led by a woman." 
a quote from the Prophet 
Mohammad. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLO takes over West Bank censorship 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel handed over 
control to the Palestinian self-rule aulhonty of censorship 
rights over the media in the West Bank on Thursday, the 
military administration said. The administration s spokes- 
man, Lieutenant Peter Lemer, said the self-rule authonty 
would have censorship rights over the press, _j*»ks, 
television, radio, films and the theatre. Israel will retain its 
censorship in annexed East Jerusalem where several 
Palestinian newspapers are published, he noted. Eighteen 
out of 40 civil powers in the West Bank have now been 
handed over. 

8 Palestinians get up to eight years in Israeli jail, 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — An Israeli military court on 
Thursday sentenced seven Palestinians to between five to 
eight years in jail for throwing petrol bombs, state radio 
said. The militants from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) were sentenced by the 
military court in Ramallah. Apart from their membership 
of the PFLP, they were accused of making the explosives 
and throwing them ar military vehicles. 

Japanese soldiers set to arrive on Golan 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Japan is to send a unit of 35 soldiers to 
join U.N. peacekeepers on the Golan Heights “very soon, 
a Japanese official said during a visit to Lebanon on 
Thursday. The unit will replace a Canadian contingent of 
the Damascus-based U.N. disengagement observer force 
on the Golan Heights, said Kojiro Takano. head of Japan’s 
International Cooperation Bureau. Japan decided in Au- 
gust to take part in the U.N. mission for a period of two 
years starting in February. The scope and timetable of an 
Israeli withdrawal on the Golan, as well as the accompany- 
ing security arrangements, are the main stumbling-blocks 
in p e a ce talks between the Jewish state and Syria. 

Yemen arrests 15, seizes arms, explosives 

ADEN (AP) — Authorities in Yemen on Thursday 
arrested 10 people, seizing arms and explosives they 
allegedly planned to use in attacks on economic and 
touristic sites. Anti-government leaflets and pornographic 
material were also found in their possession, a security 
official said. The official, who declined to be named, said 
authorities last week arrested a group of five men who also 
had explosives in their possession. The official said both 
groups worked for southern Yemenis who have lived in 
exile abroad since their bid to secede was crushed by the 
northern-based Yemeni army last year. 

Greek-Cypriot shot after in buffer zone 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Turkish-Cypriots shot and wounded a 
Greek-Cypriot who burst through the island's buffer zone 
in a car in a bid to return to his home village after 20 years, 
the Turkish-Cypriot news agency TAK said Friday. It said 
Yiannis Apostolides crossed the green line which has 
divided the island since 1974 in a four-wheel vehicle on 
Thursday and ignored warnings to stop before Turkish- 
Cypriot forces shot him. He was being given medical 
treatment and would later be questioned, the agency said. 
Mr. Apostolides first drove through a Greek-Cypriot 
barrage oi> the other side, to die east of Nicosia. He told 
guards, “I want to go to my village,” Greek-Cypriot 
newspapers said. The incident follows tension on the island 
after Greek- and Turkish-Cypriot rival demonstrators 
hurled rocks at each other on Wednesday, the anniveisaxy 
of a 1983 declaration of a breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus. A Greek-Cypriot soldier, George Karo- 
tasakis, has been detained since Nov. 3 when be crossed the 
buffer zone to smoke a cigarette with Turkish-Cypriot 
forces. His detention sparked the angry demonstrations. 
The Greek-Cypriots have called on the U.N. peacekeeping 
force on the island to help secure the return of both men. 


Fill in Suez Canal and build 
a railway line — candidate 


CAIRO (AFP) — A candi- 
date in Egypt's parliamentary 
elections called for the Suez 
Canal to be filled in because 
of falling revenues and a rail- 
way line built in its place, the 
opposition weekly Al Arab: 
reported on Thursday. 

Abdul Ati Sayad, an inde- 
pendent candidate from the 
canal town of Fayed said: 

“New alternatives to the 
canal must be considered" 
after “the lowering in its 
earnings due to the alterna- 
tive use of the Sumed oil 
pipeline and the. threat of 
numerous Israeli projects to 
replace it." 

The Sumed line carries oil 
from the Red Sea to the 
Mediterranean, the same 
route as the canal. 

Israeli proposals of build- 
jpg a canal from the Red Sea 
to .the Dead Sea have often 
been condemned in the 
Egyptian press as a bid by the 
Jewish stare to bankrupt the 
canal with, an alternative sea 
route to the Mediterranean. 

“After filling in the canal. 


a modern train line could be 
established to carry merchan- 
dise, oil. silk and fabrics” 
between the two seas, Mr. 
Sayad said. * 

^ Mr. Sayad said the canal 
“was a Zionist project which 
aimed to separate Egypt from 
die Sinai." pointing out that 
its digging, completed in 
1869, “coincided with the be- 
ginning of the Zionist project 
in Palestine." 

The architect of the canal, 
Ferdinand de Lesseps, “was a 
Zionist agent," he added. 

The Suez Canal Agency 
(SCA) lowered passage rates 
for oil tankers 20 per cent 
starring this month to attract 
customers back to the canal 
where traffic dipped 10 per 
cent for the first half of 1995. 

An SCA official blamed 
the lower traffic on Sumed, 
which is 50-per cent owned 
by Egypt, while Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar ami the 
United Arab Emirates split 
ownership of the rest. 

. Egypt’s legislative elec- 
tions are set for Nov. 29. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate weather conditions arc 
expected to prevail with tempera- 
tures around average and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 7 > IV 



Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev 


15/26 
. 5/21 
5 > 27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 2h Humidity 
readings: Amman 28 per cent. 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 
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ZARQA: 
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Greek Cmhufcc Hospital 110)272275 
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AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 
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£*■■•*5 Amsterdam (KJL) 
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huaz kailway train 

Dep. Amman ... 8:00a.m. every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 7 JO a.ra. every Sunday 
. Ait. Amman .... 5.00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 1 

Uppcrflowcr price in fits per kg. 

*Ppk 700/500 

Banana tftQ 

Banana (Mukaromar) ! 620 

£ ,hba SC 160 / 100 

J? 1 *™ 1 240/180 

Cauliflower KXVIQO 

Cocumhcm (large) “"lOO / 120 
Cucumbers (small) 380/300 

SBgptant 160/100 

g ari « JS0/300 

Crapes 700/500 

Fruit 200/150 

tf 1 ™" 250/180 

Marrow (large) 100/60 

Marrow (small) 200/ 120 

°»vcs (green) 65IV500 

Ortion (green) 340/240 

Onion (dry) 25tY 180 

48Q/380 

Pepper (hot) 160/120 

j^pper (sweet) 180/120 

3150/250 

Spinach 20U/120’ 

Siring Beans 650 / 500 

Tangerine 270/200 

Tomato 150/90 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor, accompanied by HRH Princess Rania Abdullah and Ina’m 
Multi, Thursday tours Jordan River Designs autumn exhibition (photo by Crystal) 

Queen opens Jordan River Designs’ 
annual autumn exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Thursday opened Jordan 
River Designs’ (JRD) 
annual autumn exhibition 
entitled “Khawater” 

(Thoughts) at JRD's show- 
room located in a renovat- 
ed 1930's stone house in 
Jabal Amman, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

The “Khawater” exhibi- 
tion features, for the first 
time, hand-embroidered 
bed linens, duvet covers, 
bath towels, table clothes, 
office accessories, hand- 
bags, mosaic-inspired wall 
hangings.* quilts decorated 
with Islamic Arabesque 
designs and shins sporting 
contemporary Jordanian 
motifs symbolising Petra.. 
Jerash and Ajloun, ihe 
statement said. 

Queen Noor expressed 
her pride at JRD’s high 


quality craftsmanship, evi- 
dent in their 4 .300 briefcas- 
es and folders that were dis- 
tributed at the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit by the Royal 
Court's International Press 
Office and the summit’s 
organisers, the statement 
said. 

JRD was established in 
1987 by Save the Children 
Fund in collaboration with 
the Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF). The aim of 
this project was to provide 
underprivileged urban 
women in East Amman 
with income-generating 
opportunities that are sensi- 
tive to their social and cul- 
tural beliefs and are envi- 
ronment-friendly. 

Since its inception, 1,584 
women have participated 
and received JD 358,564 in 
wages, while more than 


900 beneficiaries have been 
trained in production tech- 
niques and business man- 
agement skills. Through 
partial funding from the 
National Design and Trade 
Centre and Jordan Export 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation, 
JRD has participated in 
several international trade 
shows in Berlin, Paris, 
Franjdurt and Japan. 

Save the Children is the 
process of transferring this 
project to a Jordanian char- 
itable society that will be 
presided over by Princess 
Rania Abdullah. 

Queen Noor was received 
by HRH Princess Rania 
Abdullah, Project Manager 
Hana Mini Shahin, the 
women beneficiaries, the 
JRD staff and designers. 


Workshop to 
look at 
environment 
education 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Environment Soci- 
ety (JES) and the Friedrich 
Nnumann Foundation 
(FNF) will jointly organise 
a workshop under the tide 
“Environmental Education 
in Case Studies," a 
Friedrich-Naumann Foun- 
dation statement said. 

The function will take 
place in Ma’in during the 
period of November 19-23, 
the statement said. 

The workshop, which is 
held within the National 
Environmental Information 
and Education Programme 
(NEIEP), aims at develop- 
ing communicators' capac- 
ities in the field of environ- 
ment and training the train- 
ers, according to the state- 
ment. 

The 30 participants come 
from the newly elected 
municipalities, political 
parties, women organisa- 
tions. JES newly estab- 
lished branches and the 
media. 

According to the state- 
ment, the workshop will 
provide the participants 
with a solid knowledge 
about the national and 
global state of the environ- 
ment. 

The participants will then 
be introduced to techniques 
to enable them to maximise 
participation and integra- 
tion in group work. 

The participants will be 
exposed to environmental 
case studies on wbich they 
will work to find proper 
solutions and later present 
their results. 

The workshop is one of 
NEIEP’s activities which it 
uses to promote environ- 
mental awareness and cre- 
ate nationwide environ- 
mental movements, the 
statement said. 


Woman sentenced to 1 year for murder of attacker 


By Bans Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Thursday sentenced a 
32-year-o!d woman to one 
year in prison for the mur- 
der of a man who, after sex- 
ually harassing her, assault- 
ed her in March. 

Fatmch Salem, a Zarqa 
resident, who pleaded not 
guilty, benefited from a 
penalty reduction because 
tbe court decided that the 
woman was acting in self 
defence and protecting her 
honour, presiding Judge 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq told 
the court room. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Ms. Salem, a house- 
wife and tbe mother of 
three children, killed Adel 


Mohammad, a Sudani 
national, on March 8, in her 
house in Wadi Hajar area in 
Zarqa after he repeatedly 
expressed sexual intentions 
towards her. 

The documents said (hat 
the victim lived dose to the 
woman’s house and that he 
repeatedly made sexual 
advances to her, “since her 
husband was a truck driver 
and was away from home 
very often.” 

. Chi the night of the mur- 
der, the' court said, the vic- 
tim went to Ms. Salem's 
house at a late hour and 
knocked on tbe door. 

One of her children 
opened the door and 
Mohammad forced his way 
into the house, the docu- 
ment added 


Mohammad then pro- 
ceeded to assault Ms. 
Salem, beating her and hit- 
ting her head against the 
waU, according to the court 
document. 

The woman managed to 
escape to the kitchen where 
she grabbed a knife and 
demanded that the victim to 
leave the house. “But be 
refused and ran towards 
her, and she stabbed him in 
the chest,” the court docu- 
ment said. 

The pourt said that the 
woman then asked one of 
her children to call for an 
ambulance, but then she 
decided to take the victim 
to the hospital by taxi. 

Mohammad died shortly 
after arriving to hospital. 
The woman then turned 


herself in, the document 
added. 

On Nov. 5, in a similar 
case, a 25-year-old 
Kafarangeh woman was 
sentenced to seven and a 
half years in prison for the 
murder of a man who sexu- 
ally harassed her. 

Han an Adrian, first 
received 15 years with hard 
labour, but the sentence Was 
reduced to seven and a half 
years, benefiting from a 
penalty reduction because 
she had been sexually 
harassed. 

The court’s decision was 
based on the fact that on the 
night of the murder the vic- 
tim, Mousa Hussein, did 
not physically attack Ms. 
Aduan, but only threatened 
her verbally. 



|King receives credentials of eight envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday received the credentials of eight 
newly-appointed ambassadors to Jordan. At a special ceremony held at Raghdan palace, the 
King received the credentials of Chad’s ambassador to Jordan Abdul Rasoul Mohammad, tbe 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) Ambassador Omar Khatib, the Bahraini Ambassador 
^Mohammad Seif Jabr Al Musallam, the Swedish Ambassador Ajneta Bohman, Al Mukhtar 
Walid Hai of Mauritania, Roltan Pereilni of Hungary, Abdullah Sdeiri of Saudi Arabia and 
Ahmad Naser Ali Naser of the United Arab Emirates. The ceremony was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Qasem, Prince Talal Ibn Mohammad, the King’s military secretary. For- 
eign Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and the King’s advisor Hmeidi Fayez. 

sjMinister discusses economic cooperation with ambassadors 

i 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf and the South Korean Ambassador ’to 
Jordan, Jung-11 Oh, met to discuss the ministry’s request for a South Korean $10 million loan 
^jto Jordan to finance water projects and a Jordanian-South Korean technical and cultural agree- 
ment which is set to be signed before the end of 1995 . 

Petra reported that the minister also met with the Belgian Ambassador Guido Courtois to dis-| 
g&lcuss prospects for Belgium’s financing of a number of Jordanian projects. 

The minister also looked into the possibilities of exchanges of visits by business people from| 
the two countries to be organised through the chambers of industry and trade. 
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LECTURE 

* "Arab Orthodoxism and its current affairs" (in Ara- 
bic) by Dr. Raouf Abu Jaber at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman, at 6.00p.m. 

DANCE 


* Performance by a Pakistani cultural troupe at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Friday at 7.00 p. m. 

FILMS 

* Films for children and the elderly at Goethe Institut 
at 6 . 00 p.m. 


POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of poems by Dr, Walid Seif at the Phoenix 
Galleryat 6 30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* "Pakistani Women of Substance in paintings and 

f >hotoeraphs"at the National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
ebel weibdeh. Also, single country exhibition of 
Pakistani products at AI Bassam Hall, King Abdallah 
Gardens. 

* U.N. photo exhibition on the occasion of the U.N.'s 
50th anniversary, The U.N. through the eyes of its 
staff,** at Abdul Hameed Shoman Gallery, Jabal 
Amman through Nov.23. 

■•Exhibition of stamps about the Royal Hashemite 
family (1916-1995) at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
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King, Queen attend Mayo Clinic 
satellite link-up ceremony 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Thursday attend the inauguration of 
the satellite link-up between Mayo Clinic and two hospitals here. The ceremony was 
held at the King Hussein Medical Centre (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor Thursday 
attended a ceremony for the 
satellite link-up between 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
tbe United States and two 
hospitals here, the King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
and the Amman Surgical 
Hospital. 

In a brief address at the 
ceremony held at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
which included a live satel- 
lite interaction session and 
opening speeches by 
physicians in Amman and 
the Mayo Clinic, King Hus- 
sein thanked the responsi- 
ble authorities on both sides 
for the link-up. 

“It is a great pleasure for 
us to converse at this point 
in time. This is a very 
important link in our com- 
mon endeavours to serve 
our people and serve 
humanity,” the King said. 

“I am very proud to be 
here with you today and 
very happy to have reached 
this point, a beginning of 
what is to come in our 
cooperation,” he added. 

“! am very happy with 
this new start and this new 
development which is great 
in size and its objectives 
and wish you continued 
success, which is a success 
for all of us, and we are 
proud to be partners in 


achieving successes in the 
future.” King Hussein said. 

The $2.8 million project 
will create a two-way audio 
-video link between the 
Mayo Clinic and Amman's 
two hospitals. 

Through this link-up, 
doctors and physicians will 
be able to conduct medical 
consultation sessions spon- 
taneously across conti- 
nents. 


Each of the two hospitals 
in Jordan have been 
equipped with tele-medical 
rooms from which consul- 
tations and information 
exchange via satellite will 
be possible. 

Doctors on both sides 
stressed ibe importance of 
this link-up not only for 
consultations purposes but 
also for educational purpos- 
es. Starting in January and 


in two-mom h intervals edu- 
cational conferences 
between Mayo and Jordan- 
ian doctors will begin. 

The joint venture will also 
provide Jordanian doctors 
with special status at Mayo 
Clinic in the United States 
as well as doctors and med- 
ical students with a chance 
to receive new medical 
information first hand. 


Police arrest 2 suspects in shop murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Thursday appre- 
hended two suspects in connection 
with the stabbing of a 20-year-old 
man last Saturday in his grocery shop 
in Jabal Amman, official sources said 
“A witness who was also robbed at 
knife point was able to give police a 
good description of the assailants, and 
later when they (the suspects) were 
arrested, he was able to identify them 
in a police line-un,” Khaled Darwish, 
the prosecutor general investigating 
the crime, said. 

Rabi’ Tawfiq Odeh, owner of Al 
Tawfiq Grocery Shop in Yousef 
Izzedin Street near the Third Circle, 
was stabbed three times in the back 
and chest. The assailant/s robbed the* 
victim of less than JD 20. 

Ml Darwish told the Jordan Times 
Thursday that two men aged 22 and 
24, both with previous records, con- 
fessed to and re-enacted the crime. 

The motive behind the murder was 
theft, Mr. Darwish added. 

“Both men were planning to rob the 
store that night and were monitoring 


the area. One of them approached the 
store pretending to buy a drink but 
really intending to check if there was 
any money in the cash drawer.” Mr. 
Darwish said. 

When the suspect saw cash in the 
drawer he *waved To his friend; then 
asked Mr. Odeh for an item on the "top 
shelf behind the sales counter. When 
Mr. Odeh turned his back, the suspect 
stabbed him once in the back, said the 
prosecutor general. 

“Mr. Odeh ran inside to the storage 
room instead of running outside, and 
the 24-year-o!d assailant followed him 
inside and stabbed w *n again twice in 
the chest,” he adc ... 

During that time, he added, a cus- 
tomer (the witness) entered the shop 
and asked for Mr. Rabi\ The witness 
said he was threatened by the assailant 
who demanded that he give him his 
money (JD 50). 

The assailants then fled the scene. 

Mr. Rabi’. the son of the owner of 
the grocery, died shortly after the stab- 
bing. 

Meanwhile, a 30-year-old man, 
identified as Sami K., who was arrest- 
ed last Tuesday in connection with the 


shooting death of his brother-in-law is 
said to have killed Ashraf Rawhi S„ 
27, because he refused to attend the 
suspect’s wedding, family sources 
said Thursday.- ' 

Mr. Rawhi was married to Sami’s 
sister. 

He was shot once in the back of tbe 
head by his brother-in-law, the sources 
said. 

“He (Sami) was to be wed Tuesday 
night and he wanted Ashraf to attend 
his wedding, but they had family, 
problems, and tbe victim refused. 
After a heated argument Sami drew a 
gun and shot Ashraf while, he had his 
back turned,” sources told the Jordan 
Times, The shooting occurred in 
Sami's photo studio, called Paris, in 
Sweifieh. 

The victim, a father of a one-year- 
old daughter, was laid to rest Thurs- 
day, the family said. The suspect was 
apprehended by the authorities shortly 
after committing the crime. Tbe fol- 
lowing day he confessed and re-enact- 
ed the crime, official sources said. 


King orders 
removal of 
statue 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has decided 
to have removed a statue of 
himself which was erected 
in the front garden of the 
Prime Ministry last week 
because it contravenes 
Islamic Sharia, a source at 
the Royal Court told the 
Jordan Times Friday. 

The 7.5 metre-high stat- 
ue, built by North Korean 
artists who were commis- 
sioned by the Amman 
Municipality, was brought 
down from its pedestal at 
dawn Thursday. 

“We have, asked Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheikh 
lzzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tamimi for bis opinion and 
he said the statue contra- 
dicts Islam, so His Majesty 
ordered its removal,” the 
source said. 

Reuters Thursday quoted 
an Amman municipality 
official as saying that King 
Hussein ordered the statue 
to be caned away “because 
(the King) was unhappy 
with it." 

The two-tonne copper 
statue was the Amman 
Municipality’s idea to be 
presented to the King, 
marking his 60rh birthday. 
It took six months to com- 
plete, at a cost of JD 
30,000, a source said. 

The statue was to have 
been unveiled in an official 
ceremony on Thursday. 



PAKISTAN CULTURAL TROUPE 

ON THE HAPPY OCCASION OF THE 60TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
OF 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN , 

THE EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN, 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE JORDANIAN 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE, HAS ORGANIZED A 
DANCE PERFORMANCE 
BY 

A PAKISTANI CULTURAL TROUPE 
AT 

THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 
AT 

7 P.M. ON NOVEMBER 17, IS AND 20 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS SARVATH 
EL-HASSAN HAS KINDLY CONSENTED TO 
PATRONIZE THE PERFORMANCE. 


FOR TICKETS PLEASE CONTACT TELEPHONE NOS: 622787, 624680 
OR PLEASE CONTACT THE FOLLOWING:- 

1. ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE. 

2. JORDAN INTERNATIONAL FOR TRAVEL AND TOURISM - PAKISTAN 
AIRLINES - KING HUSSEIN STREET. 

3. EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN - JABAL ALWABDEH. 

COURTESY: JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINE CO. LTD. 






4 World News 


Britain frees NJreland prisoners 


BELFAST (R) — Britain 
freed over 80 Catholic and 
Protestant prisoners Friday 
under new rules to reward 
15-monfe guerrilla cease- 
fires and keep alive hopes 
that a fragile peace will taro 
• into an elusive political set- 
tlement. 

The gates of the top-secu- 
rity Maze Prison outside 
Belfast were opened on the 
stroke of 8.30 ajn. (GMT) 
to allow inmates jailed for 
security offences to go 
borne under new rules 
relaxing the qualification 
for remisssion. 

A total of 84 prisoners will 
get early release, equally 
divided between Catholic 
Republicans, who fought to 
end British rule, and 
Protestant loyalists, who 
battled to maintain il 

The first few to leave the 
Maze and two other top- 
security jails in Northern 
Ireland were met at the 
gates by relatives — 
Republicans on one side 
and loyalists on the other. 


Sinn Fein, political wing 
of IRA guerrillas, dismissed 
'the move as cosmetic and 
repeated its call for frill 
release of ail of what it calls 
political prisoners. 

Jim O' Carroll, who was 


serving a six-year term, 
said: "This is too little, too 
late. There are lifers in there 
and it’s doing them no good. 
All prisoners should be 
freed immediately.'* 

Close to 1,000 men and 
women are held in British 
jails for security offences 
ranging from arms posses- 
sion to murder in connec- 
tion with the 25-year 
Northern Ireland conflict.. 
Easier remission terms 
will eventually trim the 
prison population to about 
half that, prison sources 
said, leaving maiaiy long- 
term prisoners and 200 
serving life terms. 

Britain refuses to amnesty 
the prison population or to 
recognise fee offences for 
which they were jailed as 
political but eased remis- 


sion terms in a gesture to 
reward ceasefires to a war 
which killed 3.200. 

The Irish government, 
which partners Britain in 
efforts to reconcile 
Northern Ireland's 

Protestants and Irish 
Catholic nationalists, has 
freed 36 IRA prisoners in 
recent months, years ahead 
of schedule. 

The Irish Republican 
Army and Protestant gun- 
men have observed truces 
for 15 months, bur the peace 
process they -helped launch 
is deadlocked. 

Britain insists that the 
gunmen start handing over 
their weapons to gain 
admission for their political 
spokesmen to new all-party 
calks on a lasting settlement. 

But Sinn Fein bas ruled 
out any IRA disarmement as 
a surrender and says the 
issue can only be discussed 
at the all- party talks as part 
of the settlement 

British Prime Minister 
John Major accused Sinn 


Polls show Russian Communists I Diana 


on top ahead of vote, with 23 % interviewer 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia’s Communist Party 
came out on top of a poll 
published Friday of voters' 
intentions for the Dec. 17 
legislative poll, wife sup- 
port now at 23 per cent after 
growing steadily in the last 
two months. 

The latest poll by the 
Vtsiom Institute, published 
by the Izvestia daily, 
showed that backing for 
Gennady Ziuganov’s 
Communist Party had risen 
since fee last poll published 
in September that gave it 18 
per cent support. 

The moderate pro-reform 
Yabloko Party of Grigori 
Yavlinski and the govern- 
ment coalition party of 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, Our House- 
Russia, tied for second 
place, both with 10 per cent 
voter support 

The centrist Women of 
Russia Party and the nation- 
alist center-left Congress of 


Russian Communities of 
General Alexander Lebed 
were both credited wife 
eighL per cent support in fee 
upcoming vote. 

Forty-two parties have 
met registration require- 
ments, though fewer than 
10 of these are thought to be 
able to break fee minimum 
five per cent support barrier 
required for representation 
in fee State Duma. 

The legality of fee five per 
cent requirement bas been 
challenged by fee Supreme 
Court aod about 100 Duma 
deputies who have sought a 
ruling from fee 
Constitutional Court, 

expected any day now. 

Support for the ultra- 
nationalist Liberal 

Democratic Party of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky — 
which made a strong, show- 
ing in fee last legislative 
elections in December ,*93 
wife 23 per cent — mean- 
while had dropped to a crit- 


ical level. 

The poll Friday showed it 
now had only five per cent 
of voter support, down from 
six per cent in September. 
The opinion poll also 
showed that 90 per cent of 
voters backing Mr. 
Zhirinovsky’s party bad had 
no higher education. 

The Communist Party 
drew 56 per cent of its sup- 
port from retired people, 
only three per cent backing 
from .the under-25 crowd, 
while seven per cent of its 
supporters had a higher edu- 
cation. • 

Much of the support for 
Yabloko — 57 per cent — 
came from voters under 40 
and IS per cent had a high- 
er education. 

The daily did not say how 
many people were ques- 
tioned in the poIL The 
Vtsiom Surveys are usually 
based on samples of more 
than 1,000 people in differ- 
ent Russian cities. 


had 


Yeltsin likely to stay in hospital 
until the end of November 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin is increasing 
his work rate as he recovers 
from a mild heart attack in 
October, but be will proba- 
bly remain in hospital until 
fee end of this month, his 
chief spokesman said 
Friday. 

Presidential press secre- 
tary Sergei Medvedev told 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
feat doctors had recom- 
mended feat Mr. YeJtsin 
“undergoes a full course of 
recovery” following his 
attack on Oct. 26, his sec- 
ond bout of heart trouble in 
four months. 


TASS quoted Mr. 
Medvedev as saying be 
understood from the doctors 
that this meant be would 
stay in Moscow’s Central 
Clinical Hospital umil fee 
end of November. 

Mr. Medevedev dismissed 
rumours cif- a deterioration 
in the 64-year-old leader’s 
health which he said were 
deliberately started abroad 
by financial dealers out to 
make quick profits in 
volatile market 
There are no grounds for 
such rumours,” Mr. 
Medvedev said. 

He added that Mr. Yeltsin 


was using bis free time “to 
actively read newspapers 
and is ordering all regular 
publications published in 
Moscow”. 

Mr. Yeltsin was scheduled 
to meet three top officials in 
hospital Friday including 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais. 

Mr. Medvedev said Mr. 
Yeltsin would press Mr. 
Chubais to report on moves 
to improve payments of 
.wages, pensions, student 
grants and in the defence 
sector and would also dis- 
cuss fee pace of privatisa- 
tion. 


Ex-bodyguard joins Roh in Seoul jail 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean prosecutors 
Friday arrested the for- 
mer chief bodyguard of 
ex-President Roh Tae- 
Woo as Mr. Roh spent his 
first day in jail on charges 
of pocketing bribes from 
business tycoons. 

A prosecution official 
said Lee Hyun-Woo would 
be held behind bars in the 
same detention centre as 
Mr. Roh on several 
charges, including 
bribery. 

Mr. Lee was arrested 
after being grilled by state 
prosecutors for more than 
50 hours over his role in 
managing some of Mr. 
Rohjg $654 million slush 
funds. 

Mr. Roh, the first South 
Korean head of state, 
retired or serving to be 
arrested, was visited Fri- 
day by his only son Jae- 
Hun, who told reporters 
at the prison gates he was 
bringing clothes and 
books for his father. 

Mr. Lee is suspected of 
having taken 2.65 billion 
won (S3.44 million) from 
business tycoons in return 
for giving them favours m 
lucrative projects. 

Prosecutors were 
expected to soon summon 
heads of major business 
groups for a second round 
of questioning following 


the arrest of Mr. Roh. 

The 1,000-page arrest 
warrant said Mr. Roh 
took more than $300 mil- 
lion In bribes from 30 
business conglomerates 
during his 1988-93 term in 
office in return for lucra- 
tive contracts. 

“Several heads of busi- 
ness groups cannot escape 
resummoning,” the offical 
said without elaborating. 

Mr. Roh tearfoUy con- 
fessed last month to 
amassing his slush funds 
and said he still kept $242 
million. 

News reports quoted 
prison officials as saying 
that Mr. Roh — now 
known as Prisoner TOO” 
— was relaxing in his celL 

“He went right to bed 
Yesterday. He must have 
been tired,” state radio 
quoting a prison offitial as 
saying. 

Guards are keeping a 
round-the-clock vigil out- 
side the cell of the retired 
four-star general, who is 
expected to spend his 63rd 
birthday next month 
behind bars. 

Among Uie business 
leaders named in the 
arrest warrant as having 
given money to Mr. Roh 
were Kim Woo-Choong, 
chairman of the mighty 
Daewoo Group, the coun- 
try's fourth largest con- 


glomerate. Mr. Kim is 
accused oT giving Mr. Roh 
10 billion won ($13 mil- 
lion) in return for a con- 
tract to build a submarine 
base. 

Mr. Kim, who is in 
Poland on a business trip, 
was accused of delivering 
the money to Mr. Roh in 
his office in the presiden- 
tial Blue House in May 
1991, on two separate 
occasions. 

Also named was the 
chief executive of the 
Dong Ah Group, a major 
construction concern. 

The prosecution official 
also said they would con- 
tinue to investigate 
whether politicians had 
dipped into Mr. Rob’s 
$654 million slush fund. 

Mr. Roh was interrogat- 
ed by prosecutors for the 
second time Wednesday, 
one day after he threat- 
ened to spilf the beans on 
his financing of the presi- 
dential campaign. 

Veteran opposition Kim 
Dae-Jung has admitted he 
accepted $2.6 million from 
mr. Roh and has declared 
“do or die” war against 
his archrival, President 
Kim Young-Sam, who he 
alleges took hundreds of 
millions or dollars. 

President Kim has said 
he did not receive “a sin- 
gle cent.” 


beginner’s 

luck 


LONDON (R) — The 
British journalist who suc- 
ceeded where Oprah 
Winfrey and David Frost 
failed, by winning an 
exclusive interview wife 
Princess Diana, said he 
requested it and she accept- 
ed. 

Martin Bashir, the BBC 
journalist who pulled off 
one of the biggest journal- 
istic coups of fee decade, 
initially didn’t realised fee 
importance of wbat he had 
achieved. 

T had never ever done a 
royal story before and 
therefore I suppose I was- 
n't, in truth, aware of the 
momentous nature of 
achieving something like 
this,” he told a news con- 
ference. 

“When she agreed to the 
interview there was a cer- 
tain feeling of professional 
satisfaction but at fee time 
it was a normal programme 
for me.” 

The unassuming 3 2- year- 
old reporter emerged from 
hiding Thursday to quell 
some of fee frenzy in fee 
British media about his' 
hour-long taped chat with 
the estranged wife of 
Prince Charles on fee BBC 
news programme “Pano- 
rama”. 

The surprise interview, ' 
which infuriated officials at 
Buckingham Palace who 
had not been consulted, is 
set to earn a fortune for the 
BBC and propel Mr. Bashir 
out of obscurity. 

ABC reportedly bought 
the American rights to the 
programme for SI million 
and fee BBC is still negoti- 
ating with other countries. 

Mr. Bashir said princess 
Diana, 34, was approached 
personally about the inter- 
view which is expected to 
attract 20 million viewers 
when it is screened on 
monday night. 

“2 was able to outline 
general areas for discus- 
sion but no questions were 
given beforehand,” he said, . 
giving nothing away about 
what Princess Diana said. 

“It was just fee normal 
way we operate, there was 
no preferential treatment-” 

Princess Diana's latest 
publicity coup and fee 
secrecy surrounding it 
caught the princess's clos- 
est officials off guard. Her 
private secretary Patrick 
Jephson was reported to be 
considering resigning over 
fee issue. 

“She has virtually made 
his position untenable 
because she's broken the 
convention feat private 
secretaries are always kept 
informed of maners of such 
importance," a palace 
insider told a British news- 


paper. 

Mr. Bashir refused to 
divulge the contents of fee 
interview, a tightly guarded 
secret, but Princess Diana 
is expected to talk openly 
about her family, future 
and the acrimonious spilt 
with Prince Charles. 
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Fein this week of being the 
main stumbling block to 
peace and urged it to soften 
its opposition to disarma- 
ment and get the IRA to end 
its so-called punishment 
beatings in Catholic com- 
munities. 

These have continued 
unchecked throughout fee 
ceasefire and are again on 
fee front pages of fee 
island’s newspapers after 
fee abduction of a 19-year- 
old by an IRA gang 
Thursday. 

John Hegarty, who was 
taken from his home in 
Strabane by five armed and 
masked men who said they 
were from the IRA, was 
found by police early Friday 
and taken for medical treat- 
ment. 

Baseball bats and iron 
bars are fee usual instru- 
ments used to mete out pun- 
ishment by IRA squads. Mr. 
Hegarty's medical state was 
not immediately known. 








Prisoner hanged then burned 


by inmates in Athens prison riot 


ATHENS (R) — A prisoner, 
probably a foreigner, was 
banged and then burned by 
rioting inmates at Athens 
maximum security prison, 
police said Friday. 

It was the fourth con- 
firmed death of an inmate 
since more than 1,000 pris- 
oners seized Korydallos 
Prison Tuesday. Riot police 
surrounding fee prison 
recovered fee body Friday. 

The first three dead to be 
removed from the prison 
were all Greeks who died 
from drug overdoses. 
Inmates seized the prison 
hospital at the start of their 
rampage and gave out drugs 
held at the facility. 

Police said they could see 
fee slumped figures of 10 to 
15 more prisoners around 
the compound but did not 
know whether they were 
dead or in a drug-induced 
stupor. 

Police fired live rounds 
into fee air and scores of 
rounds of teargas on 
Thursday night to stop hun- 
dreds of prisoners who tried 
to escape by rushing police 
lines en masse. 

Police then seized the 
main administrative office 
but the rest of the prison 
compound in western 
Athens is controlled by 
inmates, who have burned 
and wrecked everything in 


sight. They have a list of 
demands ranging from bet- 
ter food to less crowding. 

Athens radios said there 
were a rising number of 
calls for Justice Minister 
Ioannis Pottakis to resign 
over the handling of fee 
prison uprising. 

The Justice Minisuy gave 
assurances feat fee inmates 
would turn over control of 
the prison Friday morning 
but there was no sign that 
the riot was over. 

“Order has been 
restored ” Justice Ministry 
General Secretary George 
Pavleas told reporters late 
Thursday. “By tomorrow 
morning they should start 
returning to their cells.” 

It was the second time 
during the three-day revolt 
that government officials 
said tiw nor had ended. But 
the prisoners have refused 
to return to their cells and 
give up makeshift weapons 
to prison authorities. 

At least 20 prisoners have 
been injured since inmates 
seized fee prison. The riot- 
ers released six staff 
hostages Thursday but then 
hundreds of prisoners tried 
to break out through fee 
from gate and two other 
exits. 

Riot police lobbing tear- 
gas and firing rifles in the 
air thwarted fee mass break- 


out, rushing through the 
main gate as staff fled fee 
administrative building. 

The prison consists of a 
cluster of several buildings, 
separated by courtyards and 
surrounded by a tall wall. 
The administrative building 
is adjacent to the main gate, 
one of several exits. 

“We suddenly saw hun- 
dreds of inmates breaking a 
glass door and racing 
towards us, towards the 
front gate,” prison social 
worker Sofia Flori told 
reporters. “We all rushed 
outside. They would have 
killed us." 

Police and prisoners 
clashed inside the from gate 
and police said they 
believed some inmates 
could be injured. Justice 
Ministry officials said they 
had no reports of injuries. 

Police said they were now 
controlling the administra- 
tive offices and heavily 
guarding all other entrances 
but would not move further 
inside fee compound unless 
provoked. 

Korydallos Prison, 
designed to hold 400 
inmates but now housing 
more than 1,500, has often 
been criticised for lax secu- 
rity. Since 1990 more than 
150 prisoners have escaped 
in five jailbreaks. 


Haiti election on track , despite violence 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
With 14 candidates lined up 
for Haiti’s presidential elec- 
tion next month, officials 
have vowed the poll would 
go ahead despite angry 
threats against contenders 
for fee top post 

Political activist Rene 
Preval. 52, emerged as the 
front-runner for the Dec. 17 
election after announcing 
his candidacy Wednesday 
wife the backing of 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide's influential 
Lavalas Movement. 

With an estimated 80 per 
cent of the electorate loyal 
to Lavalas, analysts said it 
was almost inevitable that 
Mr. Preval would be Haiti’s 
next president. TVhoever 
Aristide designates is cer- 
tain to win." a Western 
diplomat said. 

Lavalas militants earlier 
revived a campaign to keep 
Mr. Aristide in office, hurl- 
ing death threats at any can- 
didate who might come for- 
ward to succeed him. They 
argue he should be allowed 
to serve fee full five years to 
which he was elected in 


1990. 

Mr. Aristide was restored 
to power a year ago after 
three years of exile when a 
military coup ousted him in 

1991. 

Provisional Electoral 
Council (CEP) offices 
stayed open until ‘midnight 
Wednesday, said council 
President Pierre Michel 
Sajous. Most of the 14 can- 
didates waited umil the last 
minute to submit their 
paperwork for the election. 

Mr. Sajous told a news 
conference Thursday the 
elections would go ahead as 
planned on Dec. 17. 

“If we want a transition of 
power between Aristide and 
a newly elected president on 
Feb. 7, 1996, we have no 
option,” he said. "We can- 
not push back the election 

Mr. Sajous appealed for 
order in Gooaives, Cap 
Harden, and Les Cayes, 
where some of fee worst 
street violence has taken 
place over the past week. 
But he dismissed sugges- 
tions the election would be 
disrupted by violence. 

“A security plan has been 


created.” he said. “We have 
firm hope that fee day of the 
elections and fee preceding 
days, we will not have prob- 
lems.” 

Victor Benoit, head of fee 
centre-left Konakom Party, 
made a surprise entry into 
the presidential arena. He 
had vowed to boycott the 
election in protest over 
irregularities in parliamen- 
tary and local elections this 
year in which Lavalas 
scored overwhelming victo- 
ries. 

Mr. Benoit admitted 
changing course but told a 
news conference he had 
done so for the sake of 
Haiti's fledgling democra- 
cy. 

Tensions have been high 
in the impoverished 
Caribbean nation since 
street protests feat claimed 
six lives erupted Saturday 
when Mr. Aristide 
announced a nationwide 
disarmament campaign in 
an angry speech at the 
funeral of his cousin, slain 
lawmaker Jean-Hubert 
Feuille. 


Student accused of killing 


2 in U.S. school shooting 


LYNNVILLE. Tennessee 
(AP) — A high school 
senior took . his rifle to 
school to shoot teachers, an 
investigator said. He killed 
one, injured another and 
also killed a student who 
got in fee way. 

As screamiDg students 
fled in terror, 1 7-year-old 
Jamie Rouse was wrestled 
to the ground by another 
student and a teacher and 
held until police arrived at 
Richland High School in 
this rural community of 
about 400 people. 

Michael Chapman, chief 
investigator for the Giles 
County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment, refused to say why 
Rouse was angry at teach- 
ers, but noted feat bis 
grades began deteriorating 


about two years ago. 

"His purpose oF going in 
was ^ to shoot teachers. 
That’s what he did and 
that’s what he intended to 
do," Chapman said. “The 
little girl just got in fee 
way." 

Rouse was charged with 
murder and attempted mur- 
der in the shooting that 
began wife the school day. 

Police said Rouse entered 
the school’s west wing and 
opened fire as hfe walked 
down a hall. After he was 
subdued. Thomas Jenkins, 
18, and nine teachers held 
him until police came. 

“Jamie was holding onto 
the gun for dear life,” 
Jenkins said. “He wasn't 
Hying to get away. He was 
just trying to hold the gun. 


He didn't say one word.” 

Killed were Carolyn Fos- 
ter, 58, a business teacher, 
and Diane Collins, 16. 
Carol Yancey, 49, a science 
and math teacher, was shot 
in the head and hospitalised 
in stable condition. 

Earlier, Rouse's cousin, 
16-year-o!d Beth Rogers, 
said he was angry with a 
girl over a minor traffic 
accident he had gotten into 
with fee girl's boyfriend. 
Neither was among those 
shot. 

Rouse and the girl “got 
into a fight yesterday and*he 
told her he was going to kill 
her.” Rogers said. "My 
cousin, he’ll do «. That’s 
just the way he is” 


Japan’s Princess 
Sayako visits 
Bolivia 



Riot police get ready outside the Kory dales prison in Athens which they stormed after 
a riot of some 1,500 inmates for two days (AFP photo) 


SANTA CRUZ, - Bolivia 
(AFP) — Japan’s Princess 
Sayako arrived here 
Thursday for a one-day 
visit feat is part of a tpur of 
the Americas. Princess- 
Sayako, the only daughter 
of Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko, arrived 
Thursday from Brazil. 
Santa Cruz Mayor Alfredo 
Romero declared her an 
illustrious visitor.She also 
held a private lunch at her 
hotel, met wife representa- 
tives of the Japanese com- 
munity here and visited the 
Japanese hospital and zoo, 
which receives contribu- 
tions from Japan. 


Suspected bomb 
package reveals 
cat 


MANILA (AFP) — Sus- 
pense turned to relief and 
embarrassment for police 
bomb experts after a pack- 
age they thought contained 
a bomb was blown open, 
only to reveal a cat, the 
official Philippine News 
Agency said Friday. The 
report said unidentified 
men in a jeep left fee pack- 
age. marked “do not open, 
exclusively” at the door of 
a shipping firm here. A 
man telephoned police to 
say there was a bomb 
inside the package. Police 
rushed to examine it with a 
stethoscope, wife a curious 
crowd in tow. Bomb dis- 
posal experts said they 
heard something moving or 
ticking inside fee package 
and resorted to using an 
“electronic-hydraulic dis- 
ruptor. v But after H was 
blown open, what emerged 
was a cat which sprinted 
away from the scene, the 
news agency said. 


Family of Nobel 
winner faked 
kidnap 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) 
— - Guatemalan police 
arrested relatives of Nobel 
Peace Prize winner 
Rigoberta Mencbu Thurs- 
day and charged them with 
faking fee kidnapping of 
her 22-month old nephew. 
Police said Ms. Menchu’s 
sister and brother-in-law 
faked the kidnap of their 
son Carlos Velasquez 
Menchu in an attempt to 
extort money from Ms. 
Menchu. “We needed mo- 
ney but we knew Rigoberta 
would never give us any so 
we decided to say the child 
was kidnapped and ask for 
ransom money,” Ms. 
Menchu's sister Cristina 
Menchu told reporters after 
her arrest. The child was 
reportedly kidnapped this 
month by two unidentified 
gunmen outside Ms. 
Menchu’s Guatemala City 
home. 


The Boss goes, 
solo across U.S. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
American rock star Bruce 
“fee Boss" Springsteen 
will begin the first solo 
acoustic tour of his 23-year 
career in Los Angeles on 
Nov. 26, bis publicist said. 
The singer, who achieved 
his greatest commercial 
success in the mid-1980s 
with stadium-friendly 
anfeems such as Born In 
The USA and Dancing In 
The Dark, will play to 
small theatres in seven 
cities on the first leg of his 
tour. 


Here today gone 
tomorrow 


LONDON (R) — British' 
newspapers lamented fee- 
passing of one of their own 
with fee closing of Today, a 
daily tabloid. The staff ol 
200 were taken by surprise 
when Rupert Murdoch’s 
News international an- 
nounced feat fee edition - 
they were preparing would 
be the last. “Today finds 
there is no tomorrow,” said ; 
the Independent, while fee 
Times intoned with “news- 
paper goes down with all 
guns blazing.” “Goodbye.' 
It's been great to know 
you,” Today said in its final 
front-page headline. 






f .j. . 

M * * 

** 


- V 

V. 

r *-. 


•" fc *' 11- 


y- k- - ■>* w.i- 








2E3C 


• • ' 

sx'.-r:.'- 
*:r - - - 

I a is: -v 

•V 2? -- *,^V 


1 1 s . • 
Iri-ibs 


:s 

SSfflofcr; 

i2 2hf :f : 

tirrz - : ~r. 


i’u:±e 


;r 5- V < 

a L*.i - - - 


1 ftr® ' 'i'-T 


' ;e £. 


: xrJ\ . 


r -Q i 

VJV tod [m.*lr r ^ 


* blasted » 

******* 
for u?“Snch 


:,, Shs 




2^9 tned 


v **a”crv. 


IkT as h 





i 






18. 


!99s 


World News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 18, 1995 






arrived 

'X for a *t* 

t,s panofalH*l 
nericas. pi° Ur Qf 

the only H. nnCfi5 > 
>eror 

! ***** ^ 
9 from ’ JP* 

Mayor A |«S 
declar^ 

* Vlsi tOr.She ■} 
,nvate lunch * 4 
ttwith reprew 1 " 
*e Japan^e!^ 

; hospital and Jj 

>ectet * bomb 
®ge reveal 
cat 

A (AFP) _ , 
to relief 

ssmeni f or J; 
T^ns after 
bought Con £; 1 
was blown & 

a ** 
Philippine ,\ rt 
said Friday y^, 
said unidentifu- 
yeep left the 
^ “do noi ^ 
ely^ at the doj.'. 
ing firm here ': 
iphoned police l 
re was a fo 
ie package, hk, 

3 examine it 
3pe, with a curitr 
a tow. Bomb i 
xperts said it, 
me thing moving 
aside the packt 
sited to using 1 

aic-hydraulicY 

But after u v 
pen, what emog 
at which spni 
am the scene, t 
mcy said. 

ily of Nobel 
iner faked 
kidnap 

MALA CUV; 


ives of Sole 
ize win* 
'enchu Tbnr- 
ged them** 
ddnappm? -- 
i old nepte 
Ms. Mends 1 
>roiher-in-l* 
dnap of dff 
; Velasqor 
in attempt & 
:y from M= 
e needed®' 
tew Rigohn 
give us any j» 
3 say iiie dut 
>d and ask 
oney." ^ 
isier Cns>^ 
reporters ai* 
be child ■* 
idnapped tj* 
r 0 unidenu® 
utside j® 
jaiemala i* 


Boss goes. 
across U-S* 



Palestine Liberation Organisation Chairman Yasser Arafat and French actress Catherine Deneuve applaud a 
speaker during United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation's (UNESCO) 50th anniversary 
ceremonies (AFP photo) 

World leaders thank UNESCO for first 50 years 


PARIS (R) — World leaders 
thanked UNESCO for its 
promotion of democracy 
and peace during its first 50 
years and artists and educa- 
tors praised its initiatives to 
encourage global exchanges 
and foster cultural heritage. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat complimented its 
efforts to preserve the reli- 
gious heritage of Jerusalem, 
which be hoped one day 
would serve as capital of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

Egyptian President Hosni 


Mubarak thanked it for 
helping to save the Ramses 
II Temple at Abu Simbel 
from the Aswan Dam irriga- 
tion project that threatened 
to submerge h. 

President Nelson Mande- 
la, in a message read in his 
name, hailed the agency for 
helping South Africa return 
to democracy lost year, and 
to UNESCO membership 
after a 38-year absence. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton also sent a message, 
saying he hoped Washing- 
ton could soon return to the 


agency that it left in 1984 in 
protest at alleged misman- 
agement and anti-Western 
bias. 

Mr. Clinton said rejoining 
UNESCO was a priority for 
his administration if the 
necessary dues could be 
coaxed out of an isolationist 
U.S. Congress. 

UNESCO was so pleased 
by his message that it 
leaked it ahead of its deliv- 
ery. “This gives me great 
pleasure,” UNESCO Direc- 
tor-General Federico Mayor 
told reporters Wednesday in 


a reference to Mr. Clinton’s 
words. 

UNESCO’s finances and 
its spirits were devastated 
when the United Stales and 
then Britain pulled out of 
the agency in the mid- 
1980s. Between them, they 
took away some 30 per cent 
of the agency’s budget. 

Mr. Mayor, a Spaniard 
elected UNESCO. chief in 
1 987, has since cut its bloat- 
ed bureaucracy and 
improved management, 
convincing Washington — 
if not yet London. 


SPD chief sets new course for German politics 


MANNHEIM, Germany 
(R) — Swept along by an 
astonishing change of 
mood, Germany's opposi- 
tion Social Democrats have 
out of the blue elected a new 
leader and sparked specula- 
tion that they could change 
the face of German politics. 

Saar state premier and 
new SPD Chairman Oskar 
Lafontaine is a bold and 
canny leftist who has 
already made clear he is 
prepared to challenge 
received thinking — includ- 
ing the taboo of working 
with East German reform 
Co mmunis ts. 

Mr Lafontaine seized the 
leadership with an astonish- 
ing coup, announcing his 
candidacy at the party con- 
ference Thursday just an 
hour before Rudolf 
Schaiping was due to be re- 
elected unopposed by dele- 
gates. 

The portly 52-year-old 
had revived the shattered 
confidence of tire divided, 
party with a battling policy 
address, and rode a tidal 
wave of sympathy to defeat 
the unlucky and uncharis- 


marie Scharping by a con- 
vincing 321 votes to 190. 

There are still policies 
which can inspire us. and if 
we are inspired we can 
inspire others” he had (old 
members in his speech 
which tried to put the disori- 
entated SPD back In touch 
with the heyday of 
Chancellors Willy Brandi 
and Helmut Schmidt. 

Mr. Scharping contributed 
to hopes that the quarrel- 
some party, which has 
slumped to under 28 per 
cent in opinion polls, could 
again become an effective 
force by pledging to support 
Mr. Lafontaine and agreeing 
to take a deputy leader's 
post. 

Mr. Lafontaine, who lost 
to Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
in the 1990 general election, 
leads the party's pacifist 
wing and embodies a left- 
wing SPD tradition that 
yearns for a change to an 
ecologicaUy-mmded wel- 
fare-state. 

Mr? Scharping bad tried 
with little success to shift 
the SPD towards the middle 
ground that Mr. Kohl has 


dominated so successfully 
since 1982. 

The leftist-environmental- 
ist Greens were quick to see 
in Mr Lafontaine a chance 
that the combination of SPD 
and Greens which has 
already taken power in sev- 
eral regional states could 
dislodge Mr. Kohl in Bonn 
after the 1998 election. 

In some East German 
states, such as Berlin, there 
is already a theoretical 
majority for the combined 
parties of the left — but this 
would mean the SPD join- 
ing forces with the political 
pariahs of the ex-commu- 
nist Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS). 

Intriguingly, Mr. 

Lafontaine agreed to meet 
PDS leader Gregor Gysi on 
Nov. 29, sparking specula- 
tion that be might consider 
cooperating with the party 
which has become the voice 
of many disgruntled East 
Germans who feel misun- 
derstood by the West. 

Mr. Gy&i pul it succinctly: 
“How much longer are the 
voters of the SPD, the 
Greens and the PDS going 


to accept that we have these 
majorities (of the left) and 
do nothing with them?" 

Mr. Lafontaine declined to 
rule anything out. 

Instead he gave a him of a 
more colourfcl and combat- 
ive opposition style, fight- 
ing off criticism from Mr.. 
Kohl’s conservatives that he 
was flirting with the succes- 
sors of the pany responsible 
for decades of tyranny in 
East Germany. 

“I find that more than hyp- 
ocritical coming from a 
party which has itself 
absorbed small East 
Gentian parties who helped 
to put up barbed wire and 
build the Berlin Wall," he 
said. 

“And now Kohl is shaking 
hands with Chinese gener- 
als,” be added, referring to 
Mr. Kohl’s visit to a 
Chinese army division earli- 
er this week, the first by a 
Western head of govern- 
ment. 

“If (post-war conservative 
Chancellor) Konrad 

Adenauer could see this, 
he’d be turning in his 
grave,” Mr. Lafontaine said. 


Democrats try to stick Gingrich with ‘crybaby’ label 


WASHINGTON (R) — De- 
mocrats blasted House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich 
Thursday for letting his 
pique over his treatment on 
an Air Force One flight 
interfere with ending a gov- 
ernment shutdown and tried 
to exploit media charges 
that the speaker was a “cry- 
baby.". 

The budget debate degen- 
erated into name-calling 
and vitriol as Democrats 
gleefully exploited an 
admission by Mr. Gingrich 
that be and Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole might have 
taken a tougher stand in the 


standoff in anger over the 
trip to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
funeral. 

The House of Represen- 
tatives voted 231-173 to bar 
Democrats from bringing to 
the chamber the cover of the 
tabloid New York Daily 
News, which screamed “cry 
baby” and had a cartoon of 
Mr. Gingrich as a wailing 
baby. The Republicans said 
it was against House rules 
to call the speaker a “cryba- 
by” and accused Democrats 
of trying to distract atten- 
tion from Mr. Clinton's 
inability to balance the bud- 


get 

White House Chief of 
Staff Leon Panetta said he 
was shocked by the 
Republican leaders’ behav- 
iour. “I think all of this is 
outrageous — that they 
would use that kind of petti- 
ness to shut down the feder- 
al government and penalise 
people in this country 
because they somehow feel 
that perhaps their egos 
weren’t stroked,” be told 
NBC News. 

To counter Mr. Gingrich's 
argument that Mr. Clinton 
snubbed him, the White 
House released photographs 


showing mr. Clinton and 
mr. Gingrich, among others, 
seated around a conference 
table on Air Force One dur- 
ing the flight to Israel. 

Mr. Gingrich has said Mr. 
Clinton greeted him during 
the flight but was upset they 
missed a chance to talk 
about the budget. 

Mr. Gingrich said 
Wednesday the fact that 
nobody talked ro him or 
Sen. Dole during the trip to 
and from Jerusalem 10 days 
ago is “pan of why you 
ended up with us sending a 
tougher” interim spending 
bill to the president. 


Sri Lanka ponders move 
as troops mass for 



COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan government pon- 
dered its next move Friday 
towards ending the coon- 
try’s long-running ethnic 
war while the army was 
poised to enter the northern 
rebel city of Jaffna. 

Diplomats, noting that the 
eventual fall of the Tamil 
Tiger stronghold would be a 
major military success, said 
the government must re- 
focus on a political solution 
to bring peace to this tropi- 
cal South Asian nation. 

“For the government, the 
question is how it proposes 
to use its spectacular suc- 
cess to move on towards a 
political solution to end the 
war," one Western ambas- 
sador told Reuters. 

Government sources said 
President Chandrika Ban- 
daranaike Kumanitunga had 
held talks with her defence 
advisers Thursday about the 
political and security impli- 
cations of an army victory 
in Jaffna. 

On Friday, the army said 
there had been no develop- 
ments since reporting that 
its forces were one kilocre- 
tre from the city limits of 
Jaffna Thursday. 

“No major incidents have 
been reported from the 
operational area,” a one-line 
army statement said. 

The Liberatio n Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), how- 
ever, said ihey were bolding 
back the army’s advance 
with a spirited" defence. A 
statement faxed to Reuters 
late Thursday did nor com- 
ment on the army's claim it 
was one kilometre from 
Jaffna's limi ts. 

The LTTE has been fight- 
ing since 1983 for a sepa- 
rate homeland in the north 


and east for minority 
Tamils. More than 50,000 
people have died in the con- 
flict. 

Some Western diplomats 
have argued that the gov- 
ernment stands to lose, not 
gain, if troops occupy the 
rebel Jaffna bastion, saying 
the victory would be more 
symbolic than real. 

Prime Minister Sirimavo 
Bandanmaike told Reuters 
in an interview before the 
start of the army campaign 
on Oct. 17 that the govern- 
ment’s obje ctive was to 
“soften the LTTE” to taring 
them to the negotiating 
table to hold peace talks. 

But diplomats questioned 
whether this was working. 

"If the o bjecti ve was to 
soften the LTTE, it does not 
seem to be working,” one 
diplomat said. "Going by 
the recent bomb blasts in 
Colombo, and the massive 
recruitment drive for new 
and younger cadres, the 
rebels seem to have only 
hardened their position if 
anything.” 

The question of whax will 
happen after Jaffna falls 
appears to have set off secu- 
rity alerts in Colombo, 
where the government 
stepped up patrols around 
government buildings 
Thursday. 

Official sources said extra 
roadblocks were set up at 
strategic points in the city, 
including the official temple 
trees residence of Mrs. 
Kumaratunga. 

"There is a quantum leap 
in the threat perception,” 
one -official source said, 
“fear of suicide attacks on 
soft targets steins from 
developments in Jaffna.” 
Two suspected Tamil 


Tiger suicide bombers tried 
to attack the army head- 
quarters in Colombo last 
weekend, killing 15 civil- 
ians in the neighbourhood. 

The government was also 
grappling with a humanitar- 
ian problem Friday. 
Officials estimate at least 
100,000 refugees had 
arrived at poorly equipped 
camps in relatively safer 
areas of the predominantly 
Tamil north. 

Some aid workers say the 
number of displaced people 
could be higher than 
400.000. The government 
says it has rushed relief sup- 
plies to the refugee comps, 
but the guerrillas and the 
army have accused each 
other of cornering materi- 
als. 

Military spokesman 
Brigadier Saraih Murusin- 
gbe told a news conference 
Thursday that government 
troops were knocking at the 
city limits of Jaffna 
Thursday. 

Premier blasts MPs 

Meanwhile Mrs. Bandara- 
naike has blasted fellow 
MPs for bickering and 
fighting in parliament, war- 
ning that it could lead to an 
insurrection, newspapers 
said Friday. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike, 79. 
said in a statement 
Thursday that MPs were 
using “indecent language, 
hurling abuses at each other 
and fighting among them- 
selves rather than setting 
better standards.” 

Mrs. Bandaranaike said 
she often skipped parlia- 
ment because she was 
ashamed to hear “indecent 
language” in the house. 


“When you indulge in 
unruly behaviour here in 
parliament, is it any wonder 
that there is indiscipline in 
the country and ;he univer- 
sities ” she said. “If we go 
on like this, there will be 
another insurrection before 
long, the suite-run Daily 
News reported. 

‘The country's youth will 
come here and throw us out. 
The people send us here ro 
solve their problems, no: to 
fight and behave in this 
manner”, the Engiish-lan- 
guage paper quoted her os 
saying. 

“Some of you behave like 
rowdies and this must stop.” 
she added. 

Mrs. Bandamaike's refer- 
ence to “insurrection” was 
to a violent uprising by rad- 
icals from Sri Lanka's 
majority Sinhalese commu- 
nity in 19SS-90 which left 
an estimated 69,000 people 
dead or missing. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike, who 
became the world's first 
elected woman premier is. 
I960, has held The office 
twice before. Her statement 
Thursday followed inc- 
reased fighting and bicker- 
ing in the Sri lankun legisla- 
ture. 

Justice Minister G.L. 
Periris said recently there 
was a risk of Sri Lankans 
losing faith in :heir parlia- 
ment if the fighting and 
insults were broadcast live. 

Sri Lanka was gciemed 
by the United Ncuonai 
Party (UNP> ffotr. 1977 
until 1994, when the 
People’s Alliance iPAJ rod: 
power after winning general 
elections. Although Sri 
Lanka has a multiparty sys- 
tem. it is dominated by 
UNPandPA. 


Chechenya presidential elections set for Dec. 1 7 


GROZNY, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Chechenya’s presi- 
dential elections will take 
place on Dec. 17, and sepa- 
ratist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev will not be 
allowed to stand, the pro- 
Moscow government here 
announced Friday. 

The decision was taken 
Friday during a government 
meeting, a spokesman said. 

On Thursday, Chechen 
separatists vowed to torpe- 
do plans to stage elections 
in the war-tom republic, 
saying none should be held 
until Russian troops have 
withdrawn, ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

Moscow has said it wants 
to hold elections in the 
Caucasus republic at the 
same time as a legislative 
poll in the rest of Russia on 
Dec. 17. The date has 
already been set aside fear 
election of a prime minister 
in Chechenya. 

Mr. Dudayev’s govern- 


ment refused to organise 
elections in Chechenya in 
December 1993 at the same 
time as the rest of Russia. 

A year later Russian 
troops marched into Grozny 
to quell the three-year-old 
independence drive. An 
estimated 30,000 people, 
mainly civilians, have died 
in the conflict since then. 

Chechen separatists 
signed a military accord 
with Russian officials in 
late June but sporadic fight- 
ing is continuing and the 
talks aimed at shoring up 
the peace process have 
largely stalled. 

Meanwhile Chechen 
police killed three people 
and wounded several others 
Thursday as they fought off 
an attack on a checkpoint 
near the capital of the rebel 
region, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

The clash was the latest in 
a string of incidents that 
have marred efforts to 


resume peace talks and 
preparations for elections 
next month. Chechen police 
are loyal to the region's 
Moscow-installed authori- 
ties. 

TASS, quoting military 
sources in the region, said 
unidentified gunmen 
attacked the checkpoint at 
Mesker-Yurt.about 20 kilo- 
metres east of the capital 
Grozny. 

‘Three of the attackers 
were killed and several 
wounded,’’ it said. “There is 
no infonnation yet on police 
casualties,aIthough , there 
are some ” 

In a separate report, TASS 
said Russian troops had 
defused a powerful remote- 
controlled bomb near a rail- 
way track in the centre of 
Grozny. The device was 
• similar to that which almost 
killed Russian military 
Commander Anatoly 
Romanov last month. 

It also quoted Gen. 


Romanov's ‘ successor. 
Anatoly Shkirko, as deny- 
ing rebel accusations of 
Russian attacks on villages. 
“Now they need a provoca- 
tion, they need blood, a hul- 
labaloo over non-existent 
events in order to hide their 
crimes.” he said. 

Chechens say Russians 
have launched two :*:r raids 
against villages in recent 
weeks. 

Nikolai Semyonov, head 
of the Moscow-run admin- 
istration, told u news con- 
ference Thursday that there 
should be round-table talks 
with rival factions and elec- 
tions should be held as soon 
as possible. 

President Boris Yeltsin’s 
envoy to Chechnya, Oleg 
Lobov.said Wednesday the 
region was preparing for a 
Dec. 17 election to Russia’s 
State Duma lower house of 
parliament. Regional 
administration polls may be 
held the same day. 


White House travelgate trial ends with acquittal 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
jury found the former head 
of the White House travel 
office not guilty Thursday 
of charges he embezzled 
funds paid by the news 
media to accompany the 
president in a case that 
raised questions about the 
ethics of the Clinton White 
House. 

It look the 12-member 
jury less than two hours to 
find Billy Dale, 58, inno- 
cent on two counts accusing 


him of taking more than 
$68,000 of the travel money 
and using it for personal 
expenses. Had he been con- 
victed in the two-week trial 
he faced up to 20 years in 
prison. 

Mr. Dale broke down in 
tears as the jury foreman 
read the verdict. His lawyer, 
Steven Tabackman, made it 
clear the defence believed 
Mr. Dale was a scapegoat 
for an inept attempt by 
Clinton insiders to take con- 


trol of the potentially lucra- 
tive While House travel 
business. 

“The case began as an 
effort to justify a misguided 
effort by the White House to 
remove long-term and high- 
ly respected employees and 
replace them with campaign * 
contributors," Mr. Taback- 
man told reporters. 

At the White House, 
spokesman Mike McCurey 
issued a subdued statement 
on the verdict. “We obvi- 


ously respect the decision of 
the jury. We've indicated 
here that there are many 
things about this case that 
were not handled well by 
the White House. We wish 
Mr. Dale and his family 
well,” he said. 

■ Mr. Dale admitted he took 
checks and cash totalling 
some $6S.i)O0 but testified 
that he used the money to 
cover expenses such as tins 
to porters and other costs 
incurred during road trips. 
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Gulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of c 
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onward connections to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Manila, Singapore, Jakarta 
and Kuala Lumpur. Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in comfort and 
style, enjoying our traditional hospitality'. Gulf Air. Come aboard for a 
world of difference. 


GULFyYIR 



)fy/7o) 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES ANp SERVICES, CONTACT 'I OUR LOCAL 
TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON GS3i>13. 



Tku 



Jordan Times 

An mfciwndrm Ant* p.4n«J dills (wMiUmi in I'njtlnh m ihe J»idm Pir\! hnmdjiian 

I'M! 

*_V' j* i ti »f>* W jJjf 1 - 

Chairman of Ihe Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road, P.O. Box 67(0. Amman. Jordan. 
Telephones: 6X4311. 6¥%.U 
Telex ■ 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsi mile: 696 1 S3 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. • 
■Subscription and advertising rates are available From the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Human life above political sovereignty 

THE OUTRAGE with which the internation- 
al community has reacted to Nigeria’s execu- 
tion of nine human rights activists reflects a 
growing trend towards responding against 
human right violations with more vigour, 
more determination and more effectiveness. 

This trend should be encouraged, streng- 
' thened and translated into binding interna- 
tional conventions despite the opposition of a 
few isolated governments that might decry 
this as an encroachment on their sovereignty. 

Arguments that world action against hu- 
man right violations in certain countries 
amounts to intervention in the domestic 
affairs of sovereignty states smack with 
anachronism. Humans are humans regard- 
less of where they live and who are their 
prosecutors. Those who suffer at the hands 
of regimes that disregard people’s human 
rights are entitled to the same protection that 
victims of war receive. 

The world has established the concept of 
deploying United Nations forces to protect 
civilians in war zones. It must also consoli- 
date the right of civilians to international 
protection if their human rights are being 
violated,' even if at the hands of their own 
government. A flawed logic is that which 
rejects the killing and torture of people by 
foreign powers and apologises for or justifies 
the infliction of suffering on them by their 
own governments. ' 

The international community has often 
committed itself and its agencies to the 
protection of international justice. It must 
not shy away from saying bluntly that it will 
not allow any government to deny its citizens 
their rights as human beings. 

Human rights is an issue that should 
transcend political borders. Respect for hu- 
> man dignity must take precedence over the 
respect for political sovereignty. As the 
Internationa] community stands against the 
transgression on political borders by fore- 
igners, it must reject the violation of human 
rights by regimes that govern by, fear and 
against the will of their subjects. 

The United Nations justifies the launching 
of war to protect peoples from invading 
armies. It is time it adopted similar legisla- 
tion against the murder of people by their 
governments. The world should not just 
condemn human rights violations, it must act 
against them wherever they occur and no 
matter who the oppressor is. Human life 
should be more valuable than lines in the 
sand. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


MOHAMMAD SUBEIHI. a writer in A1 Dustonr, said 
that the Muslim Brotherhood group in Jordan were wrong 
in suing KhaJed Kasabeh, the editor of the weekly Al 
Bilad. for alleged charges that he had tarnished the image 
of Islam. By so doing, said the writer, the Muslim 
Brotherhood has done a great service to the government 
which was seeking excuses to suppress the weekly press. It 
would be difficult for the Islamic Action Front members of 
Parliament to stand in the way of government-backed 
amendments to the Press and Publications Law and the 
imposition of further constraints on the local press from 
now on, said the writer. He said that the Muslim 
Brotherhood should have complained to the weekly A I 
Bilad about what it considered immoral or anti-religious 
and demanded that such acts must stop. While admitting 
that the weekly press in Jordan has blundered on numerous 
occasions, one should also confess that the weekly press has 
been successful in drawing public attention to serious issues 
and has been able to reach other Arab and foreign 
’ountries presenting information that reflect the positive 
d negative aspects of Jordanian life, added the writer. He' 
i what is needed now is an open dialogue between the 
•dia on the one hand and the government and other 
-position parties on the other and also an internal 
l dialogue within the media community to be led by the 
1 'ordan Press Association which can steer the local press in 
manner that would be fair to all sides and serving the 
journalists and their profession. 

i EXPRESSING TOTAL outrage over the car-bomb explo- 
si- ■* in Riyadh this week, a writer in Al Ra’i said that such 
u'nal action can never achieve the objectives of their 
•jirators but rather help to expose them as terrorists 
anti-human. The terrorist explosion, like similar 
-is in other Arab countries, are bound to win 
tie public anger and outrage and encourage govem- 
..s to step up their efforts and to collaborate to crack 
, - ->wn hard on the terrorists and their supporters and those 
ho finance their operations, said Mahmoud Rimawi. The 
rirer said *-• citing for criminal and terrorist actions 
, lather tha.. .ilogue and democratic means to find solu- 
i tions to internal problems, the extremist elements are 
»<-■> irds total failure and complete frustration and 
. .vcniuaiiv total elimination. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Time for change in inter- Arab relations 


JORDAN’S RELATIONS with the Arab Gulf states are 
in a continuous process of improvement, as witnessed 
in last week's visit by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan to Bahrain and the arrival in Amman of a 
new Saudi ambassador after a four-year hiatus. The im- 
provement in ties is only a natural course of events, 
correcting an abnormal situation in the Arab World, 
given Jordants consistent policy of cooperating with all 
Arab countries and sharing in the Arab World's good 
and bad days. 

Beyond the diplomatic niceties and protocol, what- 
we in Jordan would like to see is a heightened 
awareness among all Arab countries of the need to stick 
together rather than allowing themselves to be carried 
by the current of the day and fall victim to external 
pressures designed to serve external interests. 

If we were to look at Jordan's relations with the 
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), we 
could see clearly that there is no hard and fast rule that 
sets a framework for GCC ties with other Arab coun- 
tries. For instance, Jordan’s relations with the Sultanate 
of Oman could never be described as having been 
strained despite the difference in views Amman and 
Muscat had over the Gulf crisis. 

If we come to Qatar, one could see that Doha was 
first among the rest of the GCC countries to understand 
and appreciate that Jordan's position during the Gulf cri- 
sis had much more than just a refusal to endorse a mili- 
tary option to end the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait but 
was based on a realisation that war would not have 
solved the root problem, and, if anything, would only 
bring about more confusion and chaos which do not 
serve Arab interests at large. Sure enough, the situation 
today speaks for itself of what Jordan had warned every- 
one five years back. 

Let us lake the position of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). The call by the president of the UAE. 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan, for Arab recon- 
ciliation and an end to the suffering of the people of Iraq 
did not come out of a vacuum but out of a clear realisa- 
tion and appreciation of the fact that there is something 
seriously wrong with the situation in the Arab World. 
Judging from the record of the UAE in pan-Arab affairs, 
it is also clear that Abu Dhabi also understands that dis- 
array is the last thing that the Arab World could afford 
today, given the pressing need to coordinate positions 
with a clear vision for future as the politics in the re- 
gion and international scenes are shifting. 

We are being told that the government of Kuwait is 
in favour of restoring relations with Jordan but it is fac- 
ing opposition from its parliament and a segment of its 
people. As such, the reopening of the Jordanian em- 


bassy in Kuwait and the upgrading of Kuwaiti diplo- 
matic presence in Amman to ambassadorial level are m 
the backbumer, wc are told. Well, it is an internal 
issue that affects the brotherly stale of Kuwait, and we 
in Jordan can only offer to do what we could to help 
advance the process of normalisation of relations and 
cannot play a direct role in influencing Kuwaiti 
thinking. Things will return to normal in their own 
course as the political shape of the region is being 
redrawn and awareness increases of the pressing need for 
Arabs to get together and a chart a course that would 
safeguard Arab interests. 

The Arab-Israeii conflict, one of the perennial fea- 
tures of Arab politics, is slowly on its way out, and 
new economic realities are being created in the region. 
Against that backdrop, if Arab countries remained at 
odds with each other the only losers will be Arabs 
themselves to the benefit of external forces, which, for 
long, have coveted the Arab oil wealth and sought to 
dominate the Arab World. 

That has precisely been Jordan's message, implicit 
and explicit, to the Arab World for decades, but very 
few actually acted in response to that message while 
others paid just Jipservice to the concept of Arab 
collective action. It could be said that some Arab 
countries which enjoy huge oil wealth have no reason 
to lament the absence of joint Arab moves since they 
do nor have any immediate problems in terms of 
internal pressures. They have enough oil revenues to 
continuously upgrade the living standards of their' 
people and, for all technical purposes, their vision docs 
not seem to go beyond the oil years. But is that all 
there is to it? Definitely, no one can actually overlook 
that living off the oil wealth without actually planning 
carefully for future does not bode well for the future 
generations. 

In this context, the arrival here last week of Saudi 
Ambassador Abdullah Soudairi is very encouraging. 
The Saudi foreign minister. Prince Saud Al Faisal, is 
expected here around Nov. 25, and Prince Saud’s visit is 
in turn expected to lead to setting a date for a summit 
meeting between His Majesty King Hussein and King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia. 

For us in Jordan, the expected Hussein-Fahd sum- 
mit represents a watershed if only because of the possi- 
bility that the meeting could be the launching pad for a 
new Arab awakening to the changing realities on the 
ground in the Middle East and realisation of the 
pressing need to adopt collective action. What is 
important, however, is accepting that the situation in 
the Arab World today cannot be and should not be 
allowed to continue. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Writers extol King’s achievements, 
explore post-Rabin Israel 


Reviewed by Elia NasraBah 


EDITORIALS AND arti- 
cles in the local press fo- 
cused attention on His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
60th birthday and the 
King’s address in which he 
criticised the press; as well 
as development in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's assassina- 
tion and a host of pan- Arab 
and domestic affairs. 

Jordanians have reason 
to rejoice on the King's 
birthday to celebrate the 
numerous achievements 
they made over the past 
decades under King Hus- 
sein's reign, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi, a writer in Al Ra’i 
daily. From a poor country 
with limited resources Jor- 
dan has been transformed 
under King Hussein into a 
modern state with marked 
progress in various fields, 
said the writer. For the 
Jordanian citizens the 
King's 60th birthday is a 
real occ^rion to celebrate 
because they remember the 
struggle King Hussein had 
waged in order to serve his 
country and people as they 
look forward with great 
hope towards further prog- 
ress and prosperity in the 
peace era. 

King Hussein's birthday 
marks a milestone in the 
pnarch towards develop- 
ment in Jordan under King 
Hussein who spared no 
effort in leading his coun- 
trymen towards modernisa- 
tion and progress in every 
field, said Mohammad 
Qadah, a writer in Al Ra’i. 
As Jordanians look back on 
the past decades they feel 
content with what their 
country has achieved and 
they take pride in the 
King’s leadership and in the 
steps he has taken to en- 
hance democracy and poli- 
tical pluralism, said the wri- 
ter. Indeed. King Hussein's 
efforts over die past years 
have helped make Jordan 
an oasis of stability and 
security in a turbulent re- 
gion, he added. 

Referring to King Hus- 
sein's criticism of “irres- 
ponsible press,” Sultan 
Hattab said that the King 
was never so angry as he 


was during bis latest speech 
to senior army officers at 
the King Hussein Medical 
Centre. The columnist, who 
writes for the Al Ra'i, said 
that King Hussein was not 
happy because some writers 
had crossed the red lines, 
defied the law and violated 
the National Charter and 
the Constitution with their 
writings. By railing on the 
silent majority to speak up 
• in’ support of what is right 
and just and by criticising 
those elements that do 
harm to the country, the 
King wanted to put matters 
right and to sound the 
alarm lest the forces of evil 
succeed in leading the coun- 
try astray, said the writer. 
As he always does, the King 
has pointed to areas where 
corruption existed and 
where hostile forces have 
been acting in tbe dark to 
harm the country’s demo- 1 
cracy. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
supported the King's views 
that professional associa- 
tions should dedicate their 
efforts to promoting their 
professions rather than de- 
lve into politics. Taher Al 
Adwan said that politics 
should be left to the politic- 
al parties and the Parlia- 
ment to handle and the 
unions ought to serve their 
country by improving the 
quality of services to the 
public. King Hussein has 
rightly criticised those 
weekly tabloids which he 
said have crossed the red 
lines with their irresponsi- 
ble and sensational writings 
that tend to harm national 
unity on the hand and 
smear the Kingdom's image 
before the world on the 
other, the writer said. 

Yousef Abdullah 
Mahmoud, a writer in Al 
Ra'i, said that some ele- 
ments have been exploiting 
democracy as a means to 
harm national unity and 
abusing the climate of free- 
dom of expression which 
the country has enjoyed 
over the past years. The 
writer said that the King 
was right in criticising these 
elements which do not re- 
spect values and principles 
and are proving to be un- 
grateful to their country 


and nation. No doubt said 
the writer, the King was 
referring to forces hostile to 
national unity and those 
which use their pens to 
harm the country’s demo- 
cracy. 

fn the view of Moham- 
mad Barhouma, a writer in 
Al Ra'i, the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin is bound to 
enhance the Labour Party's 
position and its drive to 
‘attain a comprehensive 
peace on all tracks. The 
writer said that the ruling 
Labour government will 
have greater space for 
political manoeuvres and 
for winning greater support 
for its policies especially as 
the Israeli society has con- 
demned extremists and 
those behind them and are 
in favour of the Labour 
Party's peace endeavours. 
By including former army 
chief of staff Efaud Barak in 
a senior post: in tbe gov- 
ernment the ruling Labour 
Party is bound to win sup- 
port for its policies from the 
Israeli military institution 
which wields great power in 
Israel, he added. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
supported this view and 
saia that peace in the region 
is backed by the world com- 
munity and not only tbe 
countries involved in the 
Middle East conflict. Ali 
Safodi said that the killing 
of Yitzhak Rabin was 
aimed at putting back all 
steps taken towards peace 
and the return of the 
Palestinian land occupied 
since 1957. Forces hostile to 
peace and security are now; 
rendered weak and unable 
to stop the overwhelming 
support for the Israeli gov- 
ernment's drive to attain 
peace with the Arabs. THe 
writer said that the world 
- leaders that converged on 
Israel to attend Rabin's 
funeral carried a message 
which said that the whole 
world is behind the peace 
efforts and is ready to back 
these efforts by all possible 
means. 

Now that Shimon Peres 
has been entrusted to form 
a new government in Israel, 
it would not be long before 
we will know the cabinet 
setup and its. plans with 
regard to the peace process. 


said Taher Adwan a writer 
in Al Dustour. If Peres 
chooses to give priority to 
winning support for his 
Labour Party in the coming 
parliamentary elections, he 
ought to carry out Rabin's 
plans and honour his party's 
commitment to the achieve- 
ment of comprehensive* 
peace as was promised by 
this government in the pre- 
vious elections, said the 
writer. But if Peres neg- 
lected the peace question 
especially with the Palesti- 
nians and the Syrians and 
focused his attention on in- 
ternal affairs only, the re- 
sults of the coming elections 
could not be favourable for 
his party and the future of 
peace. 

A writer in Al Ra'i said 
that it was the first time for 
all parties in Israel to show 
unanimity over entrusting a 
particular figure to form a 
new government. Ghazi 
Saadi said that this gives 
impetus to the peace pro- 
cess which was spearheaded 
by Rabin and Peres 
together. The writer said 
that since Israel is governed 
by institutions and not indi-. 
vi duals the peace process 
charted by the Labour gov- 
ernment is bound to con- 
tinue especially as the pro- 
cess has been backed over- 
whelmingly by the world 
community. The writer ex- 
pressed the view that the 
PeTes government will not 
face any real opposition in 
parliament and will there- 
fore continue the process of 
army redeployment in the 
West Bank, and there is no 
doubt that the Israelis will 
enter the final stage of the 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians in May. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
said that Jordan is in dire 
need of stringent plans to 
control excessive public 
spending because of the 
country's meagre resources 
and its need for funds to 
finance development pro- 
jects. Taher Adwan said 
that the ever and continual 
rise in prices of consumer 
products and the inability of 
limited income and low in- 
come groups to cope with 
the situation has rendered 
most of the Jordanian peo- 
ple living at or below the 
poverty line. 


Struggle on in 
Labour Party 


By Howard GoDer 
Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Tbe struggle 
for Yitzhak Rabin's legacy 
has begun in Israel's 
Labour Party, pitting a re- 
spected former army chief 
against a political maverick. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, 72, is ex- 
pected to form a govern- 
ment by next week and lead 
Labour into elections sche- 
duled for next October. 

But as Mr. Peres moves 
up, taking over from his 
slain gray-haired comrade, 
two younger men are vying 
for the power that might 
enable, one of them ulti- 
mately to lead the country. 

The two are Interior 
Minister Efaud Barak, a 53- 
year-old retired general, 
and Haim Ramon, the 45- 
year-old leader of Israel’s 
Histadrut trade union fed- 
eration. 

Israeli newspapers were 
foil of speculation about 
which jobs Mr. Peres would 
give them both as the coun- 
try emerged from the shock 
and sorrow of Mr. Rabin's 
tiffing 10 days ago by a 
Jewish gunman. 

It remains to be seen how 
each would affect peace 
moves. 

“Neither has been very 
involved in peacemaking 
with the Palestinians,” said 
diplomatic correspondent 
David Makovsky of the 
Jerusalem Post. 

“However, Barak may 
bring rabinesque caution to 
the process while Ramon 
could be an unflinching 
backer of Peres and his 
policies,'' Mr. Makovsky 
said. 

Yet another power seek- 
er is 47-year-old economics 
minister Yossi Beilin, Mr. 
Peres's longtime adviser 
who was key to secret peace 
moves that led to a break- 
through with the PLO. 

Mr. Beilin said the most 
important thing for him was 
to help the peace process 
“in whatever function” but 
be could be a factor in 
hblping to ease the way for 
either of the other two 
aspirants. 

Mr. Peres, who along 
with Mr. Rabin kept youn- 
ger men out of the top jobs 
for more than two decades, 
has been cagey about with 
whom he would like to 
share his power. 

“I can see so many candi- 
dates that I wouldn't like to 
pick out one,” Mr. Peres 
told the Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) on Tuesday. 

Most of die speculation 
this week has focused on 
Mr. Barak, a soldier for 


most of 35 yean* — longer 
even than Mr. Rabin. 

Commentator Nahum 
Bamea wrote in Israel’s 
largest daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth that around Mr. 
Barak, people “smell pow- 
er.” • 

“Defence or foreign 
affairs, the main thing they- 
see is that the man stands to 
advance,” Mr. Barnea 
wrote. . 

“Ramon has a lot of vir- 
tues but an army chief be 
won't be.” 

A former commando 
who took part in underoov- : 
er missions in Arab coun- 
tries, Mr. Barak is famous 
for a 1973 foray into Beirut 
in which three PLO leaders' 
were killed to avenge the 
murders of 11 Israeli 
athletes at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics. 

Israeli news reports said 
he escaped while posing as 
a woman. 

Military sources said Mr. 
Barak devised many of the 
army's tactics against the 
Palestinian uprising that 
erupted in 1987, targeting 
leading militants rather 
than trying to crush the 
revolt with unrestrained 
force. 

While army chief last 
year, Mr. Barak met his 
Syrian counterpart for 
security talks in Washing- 
ton that proved unproduc- 
tive. . 

Mr. Ramon, a Tel Aviv 
lawyer who quit as Mr. 
Rabin's health minister last 
year after the cabinet with- 
drew his far-reaching bill 
for health care, went on to 
win control of the Histadrut 
trade unions federation. 
Labour’s traditional power 
base. 

Campaigning as a refor- 
mer, Mr. Ramon blamed 
past leaders for widening 
tbe gap between rich and 
poor. Labour., kicked him 
out — but later' invited him 
back. He and Rabin re- 
mained in touch. 

On Tuesday Mr. Ramon 
announced he was ready to 
feturn. But he and Mr. 
Teres have yet to come to 
terms on his role. 

“I am sure he has some- 
thing to tell me. I know I 
have something -to tell 
him,” Mr. Ramon said but 
(fid not elaborate. 

Political commentators 
widely assumed Peres, keen 
to bold a tight rein on peace 
moves, would keep either, 
the defence or foreign 
affairs ministry to himself 
and hand over the other. 

In security-consqious. 

Israel, the defence minister' 
is oft-regarded as more im- 
portant even than the prime 
minister. 
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A nationwide affection 

To the Editor: 

“?*?» marked His Majesty King 
Hussein s 60th birthday with so much toy and 1 
spontaneity. The festive mood radiated into the 
home and hearts of eveiy Jordanian. However, amid 
the feelings of admiration, respect and dedication 
certainly one feeling was dominant: Love, stemming 

ordinary people for their 
leader who dedicated his life for the betterment of 

I!? 10 ” ed lt to where il is now. Love and 

to offer on such a 

special occasion? 

I AjL a fore *gnfr who spent the last 20 years in 

family** l eel part of the large Jordanian 

family, and wish to thank all those who made it 
possible for me to feel that way. I am sure that many 
shanng my fate, would also share this feeling of 
belonging, to a land and peoples that once seemed to 
be remote and strange. We do rejoice W evw? 
single step taken forward in the direction of develop 
ment and advancement, and objectively assess the 

of h “ achieved “ 311 spheres 

status S of l womenf SPeCia ^ ° n ^*4 to «« 

I wouldn't like to think how better this world have 

play" in tire process erf had «? greater ro,e to 

importance tftefaEfc'ES? Wen further the 
element in 

strumental in the procL of 

into realities. P ° CCSS ^Hsfonnaiion dreams 

Mrs, Rnmiana Nnstibdi, 
Amman. 
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writer's full name and wr 'ritonld contain the 
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fZeroual sweeps 

(Continued from page 1) 
properly. 

Another QAU delegare 
yid; "As far as I could see 
[he election was conducted 
entirely above board." 

“We were in an area that 
was formerly a stronghold of 
rhe Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS). one of the parties that 
boycotted the election, and 
we were amazed to see how 
many people voted there. 

"ft just goes to show how 
isolated we were though be- 
cause in our area Said Saudi 
was picking up returns of 
about 90 per cent, so I am 
very surprised that nationally 
he polled so few votes. 

■'But ! have not one mo- 
ment of hesitation in saying 
that the election seems to 
have been conducted fairly." 

The election wa* the first in 
the country since parliamen- 
tary polls dominated by FIS 
candidates were scrapped in 
1992. unleashing political vio- 
lence in which an estimated 
4(1,000 people have died. 


Algerian polls 

Mr. Nahnah’s spokesman 
speaking of provisional re- 
sults before Mr. Ben Men- 
sour’s announcement said: 
"I think that this result is 
false and is far removed from 
reality. What has taken place 
in Algeria is out of the ordin- 
ary and scandalous, it goes 
beyond any imagination." 
Abdul Kazak Makri told 
French television. 

Armed groups, who have 
carried out killings and car- 
bombings. had roid voters the 
ballot boxes would become 
their coffins. But the deploy- 
ment of thousands of troops 
and police appeared to have 
prevented any serious inci- 
dent. 

"I came to vote so that the 
country would emerge from 
the crisis and 1 can participate 
in building a future for my 
children," an elderly man, 
who was the first to cast his 
ballot at a station in the hcan 
of the capital, told Reuters. 

Like other interviewed vo- 


Blast probe could take long time 


(Continued from page 1} 

Gulf, if accuses Washington 
of keeping forces there in 
order to control its oil wealth. 

Meanwhile, a third militant 
group has announced respon- 
sibility for the bombing, the 
Egyptian opposition paper Al 
Shaab reported on Friday. 

Al Shaab, an Islamist pap- 
er that appears twice weekly, 
published a statement from a 
group called "Ansar Allah" 
(partisans of God) promising 
more attacks until all Amer- 
icans left Saudi soil. 

Monday's bombing “came 
with the grace of God 
Almighty as part of our jihad 
to achieve our demands," the 
statement said. 

“You Americans, our bles- 
sed activity will not cease 
until our demands are met. If 
they are not, you place 
yourselves in a war in which 
there is no mercy," the group 
said. 

The bombing, has already 
been claimed by two other 
previously unknown groups, 
the Islamic Movement for 
Change and the Tigers of the 
Gulf. 

Al Shaab said Ansar Allah 
had claimed responsibility for 
rhe bombfng of rhe Israeli 
embassy in Argentina earlier, 
this year. The paper did not 
say when or how it received 
the Ansar Allah statement. 

The group demanded the 


removal of all "occupying 
U S. troops'* from Saudi 
Arabia, the immediate re- 
lease of "all prisoners in 
Saudi jails," the "lifting of all 
restrictions by Saudi Arabia 
on Muslim clergy" and "the 
implementation of Islamic 
Sharia law." 

It also demanded the li- 
beration of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman, the blind 
Egyptian radical cleric, the 
Palestinian Hamas leader 
Musa Abu Marzouq, and a 
third militant. Ramzy 
Yousef, "all held in Amer- 
ican prisons." 

Two Americans and a 
Pakistani remained in critical 
condition Thursday with 
wounds suffered in the bomb 
blast. 

Three other Americans re- 
ported earlier to be in critical 
condition have started impro- 
ving and were off the critical 
list but there was no word 
available on their present 
condition. They include a 
woman whose husband died 
in the explosion. 

Georgeita Combs. 52. has 
been drifting in and out of 
consciousness and has not 
been informed of the death of 
her husband William Combs, 
said an official for the U.S. 
Embassy who requested 
anonymity. 

Combs. 54, a civilian 
embloyee of the U.S. Army, 
was among five Americans 


lers. he refused to give his 
name. 

Throughout Thursday. 
Reuters correspondents and 
witnesses reported crowds 
headed in bright sunshine for 
polling stations. 

The government had called 
for a strong turnout in the 
face of a boycott call by the 
FIS and the main legal 
opposition panics, including 
the Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS). 

Disputing the turnout fi- 
gure. Rabah Kebir. head of 
the FIS in Europe, said fi- 
gures he said he had obtained 
from Algerian administration 
sources showed rumour of 31) 
to 33 per cent. 

Hoei nc A it Ahmad, head 
of the FFS. said the election 
would do nothing to stop the 
violence. 

"We are back to square 
one. The elections will not 
solve the basic problem 
which is the spilling of 
blood." he told the French 
television station LC1 in an 
interview from Geneva. 

killed in Monday's blast. One 
Indian also died, and about 
60 people were injured, in- 
cluding 37 Americans. 

Of the injured Americans. 

1 1 remain hospitalised — the 
two in critical condition and 
nine with less serious in- 
juries. the U.S. official said. 

A number of them "have 
horrendous wounds and face 
a very long road back to 
complete recovery." Ambas- 
sador Mabus told reporters 
Wednesday. 

While most of the injured 
Americans had family mem- 
bers in Saudi Arabia to com- 
fort rhem, that was not the 


The huge deployment of 
security forces, estimated at 
2UU,UU() by diplomatic 
sources, appeared to have 
prevented rebels carrying out 
any of their threats on voting 
day itself. 

Bui the menace remained: 
Despite the security, no vot- 
ing took place in the Islamist 
stronghold of the Casbah in 
Algiers. Voters were directed 
elsewhere. 

The people in the warren 
of lanes and interlinked 
buildings forming the heurt of 
old Algiers defied the might 
of France during the 1954 to 
1962 war of independence. 

On Casbah walls, Islamist 
slogans exhorted militants to 
fight on. The slogans in- 
cluded those of the most 
feored militant group, the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). 

"GIA: Fight them. God 
will torture them in your 
hands." read one slogan. 
Another said: “Jihad (holy 
struggle) will not stop." 

case for some of the other 
foreigners who were bun. 

"In tragedies like this, you 
always hope families are 
around. There is an emotion- 
al support that only families 
can give," he said. 

Mr. Mabus said he was 
moved by the plight of one 
mun in intensive care unit, 
who was covered in white 
bandages like a mummy. 

“I asked him how he was 
but he answered. “I am fine, 
no problem." I was moved by 
the power of the spirit of 
some of the wounded to over- 
come stuff like this." Mr. 
Mabus said. 


Israel to quit Bethlehem early 

(Continued from page l) such as those carried out by 

not previously involved in Hamas militants against 


politics. 

“I am a religious man but 1 


Israelis. 

Uhder the deal signed in 


■ * — ■ — --QT — — — 0 

am not an extremist. I have Washington in September ex- 
never belonged to any fac- tending Palestinian self-rule 
lion. I am neutral to all fac- in the West Bank, Palesti- 
tions. Hamas has political ninns are expected to hold 
objectives and not religious elections in late January, 
ones. It is a political group,” They will cast ballots for an 

nr : - _ ■ j n< .l. ~1? i e~- . 


Mr. Tamimi said. 

“I believe in the peace 
process but I think Oslo (the 


81-member council and for a 
president. 

"1 will win the elections 


PLO-Israel peace deal) needs against Abu Ammar because 
improvement ... Abu Ammar I have the support of -my 
(Arafat) is the father of al! family and friends." Mr. 
Palestinians and he has Strug- Tamimi said, 
gled for the cause, but I have The father of four said he 
my differences with the would run as an independent. 
PLO." He added he had already 

Hamas has led opposition done some campaigning in 
to the Israel-PLO peace deal . the self-rule enclaves of Gaza 
Mr. Tamimi said he opposed and Jericho as well as in 
"suicide and military attacks" still-occupied areas . 



JORDAN TIMBER PROCESSING INDUSTRIES CO. LTD. 

Announces the selling of its Industrial Timber Complex in Aqaba., which 
consists of the following: 

f Plywood Plant 
f Sawmill Plant 
§ Chipboard Plant 
§ Wood Working Plant 

Including the following production lines: 

Blockboard Line 
® ©- Lamination Line 

©- Prefabricated Houses Line 
©- Furniture Line. 

Firms and Companies interested should send their offers according to one or more 

of these options: 

1 - Buying all the plants and reoperate them at site, in this state, lease contract remains in the same conditions up till 

the validity of its period in the year 2005, taking into consideration that the contract is renewable subject to concerned 
authorities approval. 

2 - Buying all the plants and moving them outside the site. 

3 - Buying parts of the plants and moving them outside the site. 

A - Buying whole or parts of the plants with the wish to change the use of the land (1 12817 sq. meter) situated East side 
of the road, on which the plants are built, in this case and due 10 the changes in the use of the land, the buyer shall 
be committed: 

a) To pay the fixed minimum rental fees required. 

b) To accept lease duration set by Aqaba Region Authority. 

c) To comply with Aqaba Region Authority requirements concerning the environment protection. 

Conditions of Tender, Informative brochure and technical file are available at our offices. 

Written offers in dosed envelopes should be delivered to the secretary of 
liquidation committee of JTPI at: 

Naser Center Building - Shmeisani, Tel.: 962(6) 661030, Fax.: 962(6) 677648, 

P.O. Box 2690, Amman 11181 Jordan. 

Maximum date to receive offers Thursday, Dec. 28 / 1995 before 14:00 PM. 


Israeli aviation 
team visits Qatar 

DOHA (AFP) — An Israeli 
delegation arrived in Qatar 
on Friday to sign an accord 
setting up air links for the 
first time between the Jewish 
slate and a Gulf Arab coun- 
try, a diplomat here said. 
Qatar does not have diploma- 
tic tics with Israel but con- 
tacts between the two coun- 
tries have been on the rise 
and economic links are 
already in the pipeline. The 
Israeli civil aviation delega- 
tion. headed by Meridiem 
Sharon, arrived in Doha on 
board a plane of rhe national 
carrier Qatar Airways, the 
diplomat said, asking not to 
be named. As the two coun- 
tries draw closer to formal 
relations, Information minis- 
ter Hamad Abdel Aziz Al- 
Kawari represented Qatar at 
the state funeral of Israel's 
slain prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Jerusalem on Nov. 
6. Qatar's interior and fore- 
ign ministers met Rabin him- 
self in New York in October. 
Israel is negotiating with 
Oatar on plans to open a 
commercial office in Doha, 
and last month it signed a 
letter of intention with the 
U.S. company Enron to buy 
Qatari gas. 


Mitterrand cancels 
award ceremony 

PARIS (AFP) — Former 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand will have to can- 
cel his attendance at an 
award ceremony scheduled 
for next Thursday because of 
his prostate cancer, the ex- 
president's aides said here 
Friday. Mr. Mitterrand was 
to have handed the 1995 
Prize of the German Media, 
which he won last year, to 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat at a ceremony in 
Baden Baden, Germany. The 
ceremony will also post- 
humuously honour assassin- 
ated Israeli Prime "Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, named in 
October as the co-winner 
with the PLO leader of this 
year’s award for “exceptional 
people." Traditionally, the 
award is presented by the 
previous year’s winner. 


Oman girds for 
sultan's silver jubilee 


By Barry May 

Reuter 

MUSCAT - Qaboos Bin 
Said grew up in an Arabian 
nights land of royal pri- 
vilege and mediaeval priva- 
tion. 

Radio, spectacles and 
trousers were banned, the 
gates of the walled city of 
Muscat were closed from 
dusk to dawn, no cars 
drove on the !! km of 
roads, and there were few 
telephones, three schools 
and one hospital. 

As Sultan of Oman, he 
now rules a country whose 
judicious investment of its 
oil wealth has enabled it to 
leap in one generation from 
an archaic backwater 
where slavery was common 
to a rich oil economy with 
all the trappings of a mod- 
ern state. 

The sparsely populated 
country, a land of much 
scenic beauty and cultural 
wealth, plans to celebrate 
his 55th birthday on Satur- 
day as Oman's National 
Day and silver jubilee. 

With its northern neigh- 
bour Iran across the Strait 
of Hormuz. Oman controls 
the strategic mouth of the 
Gulf through which half the 
world's oil is exported by 
tanker. 

Oman's stability as an 
independent oil producer 
with daily output of 
800.CKJU barrels is thus of 
vital interest to energy con- 
sumers in the West and in 
Asia, in particular Japan. 

Qaboos' father. Sultan 
Said Ben Taimur. was 
overthrown in 1970 after 
decades of arch-reactionary 
rule and died two years 
later in exiled in London. 
Accounts at the time de- 
scribed the succession as a 
palace coup. Oman says he 
abdicated. 

Sultan Qaboos. eighth 
descendant of a: dynasty 
that has reigned over 
Oman since 1744, was 29. 
Trained at Britain's San- 


dhurst Military Academy, 
his first priority was to end 
a protracted insurgency- 
backed by Marxist-ruled 
South Yemen in the south- 
ern province of Dhofar. 
Britain, (ran and Jordan 
provided military help. 

The Sultan then set ab- 
out ending the country's 
isolation and transforming 
it by putting in place basic 
elements of a social and 
economic infrastructure — 
housing, education, hospit- 
als and communications — 
which had been resisted by 
his father. 

At the same time Sultan 
Oaboos pursued an inde- 
pendent foreign policy 
which led to his meeting 
late Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin in Oman 
last year. 

Recently he agreed to 
exchange trade offices with 
Israel, enabling the Jewish 
state to establish its first 
presence in any Gulf state., 
although analysts said it 
was too soon' to talk of 
diplomatic relations. 

While most of Oman's 
development of the past 25 
years was financed by oil 
revenues. Sultan Oaboos 
seeks diversification of (he 
economy away from over- 
dependence on oil. 

He sees the private sec- 
tor undertaking the 
greatest role in the' coun- 
try's next five-year plan 
starting in 1996.' 

"Our future plan is based 
on harmony between re- 
venue and spending and 
keeping the necessary ba- 
lance between them." the 
Sultan said earlier this 
year. 

"On this basis the private 
sector has an important 
role in actively contributing 
to economic develops 
ment." 

Oman maintains defence 
links with the United 
States. Britain and France. 

Some 1.500 British offic- 
ers and NCOS serve with 
the Sultan's defence and 


security forces, according 
to Jane's Defence Weekly'. 
Some are on loan from 
Britain's armed forces, 
others are former British 
service personnel under 
contract to Oman. 

The U.S. rapid deploy- 
ment force has use of milit- 
ary bases in the sultanate 
and keeps equipment pre- 
positioned for U.S. central 
command units in the coun- 
trv. 

*A U.S. electronic sur- 
veillance centre in Oman 
covers the entire Gulf re- 
gion. including Iran. 

Modern Oman refers to 
Sultan Oaboos 1 reign as its 
renaissance. 

As absolute monarch he 
has presided over cabinet 
meetings and acted as his 
own prime minister, minis- 
ter of defence and minister 
of foreien affairs since 
1971. 

Two months ago Sultan 
Oaboos had a close brush 
with death in a traffic acci- 
dent in which the architect 
of the country's financial 
policies was killed. 

Oais Ben Abdulmonim 
Al Zaw-ai. deputy prime 
minister for financial and 
economic affairs, died 
when a car struck the Sul- 
tan's vehicle during a tour 
of Dhofar province. 

The Sultan escaped se- 
rious injury. Camels and 
cattle were sacrificed ar the 
hospital gates by citizens 
who had kept vigil during 
his overnight stay for 
checks. 

Kings, presidents and 
other leaders of the Arab 
World hastened to Oman 
to congratulate him on his 
escape, and the accident 
raised interest in the ques- 
tion of succession. 

But Oman draws a dis- 
creet veil over such mat- 
ters. 

Sultan Oaboos was brief- 
ly married to a cousin in 
1976. They had no children 
and the Sultan has no direct 
heir. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY FOR THE QUALIFIED 


THE SHAHEEN BUSINESS & INVESTMENT GROUP 

IS SEEKING TO ADD TO ITS HUMAN RESOURCE CALIBER: HIGHLY MOTIVATED, SKILLED, 
CAREER ORIENTED, WELL ROUNDED, AND PROFESSIONAL INDIVIDUALS (FEMALE OR MALI? 
AS PER THE CRITERIA LISTED IN THE POSITIONS HERE BELOW; 


1. ADVANCED LAW DEGREE FROM A REPUTABLE LAW SCHOOL AT A U.S. OR BRITISH 
UNIVERSITY. 

2. PRESENTABLE, ASSERTIVE, SELF CONFIDENT, AND ELOQUENT. 

3. EXERCISES EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION SKILLS, BOTH VERBALLY AND ORALLY. 

4. FULL COMMAND AND IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE OF THE ENGLISH AND ARABIC LANGUAGES. 

5. EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL CORPORATE LAW OR A DEGREE IN SUCH IS 
CONSIDERED AS AN EDGE FOR THE QUALIFIED CANDIDATE. 

6. WORKING KNOWLEDGE WITH CONTRACTUAL LAW COUPLED WITH NEGOTLATION 
SKILLS IS A MUST. 

7. PROFESSIONAL IN THE FULL INSTITUTIONAL SENSE. 

8. THE POSITION IS FULL TIME AND REQUIRES EXTREME DEDICATION AND PERSEVERANCE. 

9. CAN ACCOMMODATE TRAVEL ON A VERY SHORT NOTICE. 

10. COMPUTER PROFICIENT IN ADDITION TO PROPER TYPING SKILLS. 


1. A FOUR YEAR UNIVERSITY DEGREE-IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND ADVANCED 
GRADUATE STUDIES FROM THE U.S. OR ENGLAND. 

2. DILIGENT, SMART, ORGANIZED, PLANNER, AND PRESENTABLE. 

3. THE ABILITY TO ADOPT AND FIT IN MANY DIFFERENT SITUATIONS AND TAKE NEEDED 
STEPS TO ACCOMMODATE SUCH. 

4. FULL COMMAND AND IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE OF THE ENGLISH AND ARABIC LANGUAGES. 

5. WELL ROUNDED AND WELL TRAVELED, UNDERSTANDS BOTH NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL ON-GOING ISSUES RELATIVE TO THE BUSINESS. 

6. SELF DRIVEN, AND SELF EFFICIENT, THAT DOES NOT RELY ON OTHERS TO ACHIEVE 
VARIOUS TASKS. 

7. A GOOD PERFORMER UNDER STRESS .AND FAST CORPORATE DEVELOPMENTS. 

8. ABILITY TO TRANSLATE ON-GOING CORPORATE ISSUES INTO A SET SYSTEM FOR PROPER 
FOLLOW-UP. 

9. A LOT OF TRAVEL WILL BE INVOLVED, THUS FULL WORKING PROFESSIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE WITH VARIOUS CULTURES IS CRITICAL. 

10. GOOD ON-HANDS WORKING EXPERIENCE WITH MOST UP-TO-DATE MANAGEMENT 
SOFTWARES WITH PROPER TYPING SKILLS. 

11. A CORPORATE CAREER ORIENTED PERSON IN THE FULL SENSE. 

THE ABOVE POSITIONS ARE CHALLENGING AND DEMANDING, THEREFORE ONLY THOSE 
WHO SEE THEM SELVES FITTING TO THE ABOVE CRITERIA SHOULD APPLY. THE GROUP 
WILL OFFER A VERY COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION PACKAGE, COUPLED WITH 

OUTSTANDING FRINGE-BENEFITS. 

ACCORDINGLY LONG TERM COMMITMENT IS A MUST. 


FOR THOSE CAPABLE OF MEETING THE CHALLENGE. PLEASE SEND YOUR C.V. & YOUR MOST 
RECENT PHOTOGRAPH, QUOTING POS. REF. TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: 


CHAIRMAN & GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 93 

AMMAN 11118- JORDAN 
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APEC dodges bullet, keeps 
free trade plan momentum 


OSAKA, Japan (R) — The 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) forum 
dodged a potentially lethal 
bullet at its annual meeting 
on Friday and kept intact a 
vision of a vast free trade 
area evolving in the next 
quarter century. 

At the end of its annual 
two-day meeting, APEC 
foreign and trade ministers 
agreed the world's fastest- 
growing region would open 
all economic sectors, without 
■exception, to free trade. 

And they agreed to make 
immediate "down-payments” 
on their liberalisation plans, 
which will be disclosed at the 
APEC leaders' summit on 
Sunday at the medieval Osa- 
ka Castle. 

Delegates said the agree- 
ment. a language minefield, 
kept going momentum 
started three, years ago when 
President Bill Clinton hosted 
the first leaders summit in 
Seattle. 


For a minutes while a news 
conference to announce the 
agreement was delayed, 
there were hasty negotiations 
before a decision was taken 
to insert the word “volun- 
tary." 

The drama carried over 
into the press conference 
where Ms. Aziz spelled out 
even more clearly that 
Malaysia did not believe the 
21st century target dates were 
binding. 

Her comments set off a 
round of questioning about 
whether the ministers were 
backing away from their vi- 
sion. . . 


In a joint statement in Osa- 
ka. the ministers reaffirmed 
the goals and timetable of the 
so-called Bogor Declaration 
made in Indonesia last year at 
APECs second summit. 

The leaders agreed last 
year to bring their free trade 
plan into effect by the year 
2010 for developed countries 
and by 2020 for developing 
ones. 

APEC's resident sceptic 
Malaysia ensured some last- 
minute drama when Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry 
Minister Rafidah Aziz in- 
sisted all commitments were 
“voluntary." 


Japanese Trade Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, con- 
venor of the meeting, brus- 
quely put an end to the doubt 
and indirectly rebuked Ms. 
Aziz when he said the Bogor 
Declaration was inviolate and 
the dates and commitments 
stood — voluntary or not. 

Other members, who 
together account for nearly 
half of the world's trade, said 
use of the word “voluntary” 
was not a sign of weakening 
resolve and was not an issue 
for any other country. 

“There was a joke during 
the conference and one 
minister said it was very 
much like exchanging vows of 
marriage. It’s completely 
voluntary but once you have 
made that choice to many 
that’s a commitment you bet- 
ter implement," Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
said. 

The ipinisters also found 
their way around the agri- 
cultural issue, the topic most 


likely to have split the gather- 
ing.* 

Before the meeting. Japan. 
China and South Korea cal- 
led for agriculture to receive 
“special treatment” in the 
APEC agenda. 

Other members were ada- 
mantly opposed, saying that 
giving special treatment to 
one country's sector meant 
doing the same for any sensi- 
tive sector in the other mem- 
ber economies and would 
cause APEC to unravel. 

Under the compromise 
hammered out, members 
agreed to open all market 
sectors, although they will 
have “flexibility” in how and 
when this will be done. 

Still, each country is re- 
quired to m3ke its “down- 
payment” on liberalisation by 
announcing initial market- 
opening measures at Sun- 
day's summit, the first 
scrawls on the so-called 
“blueprint" for Asia-Pacific 
free trade. 

Most are expected to 
announce measures that have 
already been taken or have 
already been announced. But 
some may use the occasion to 
unveil genuinely new re- 
forms. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor has said 
members have agreed to 
announce 135 steps ‘in 15 
trade areas by the time of 
next year's summit in the 
Philippines. 

Mr, Kantor also called 
“just perfect" the vague 
wording of a controversial 
pact on non-discrimination in 
trade after China gave way to 
Washington. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS 
AND 

NEW CHALLENGE 

Are you the person we are looking for? 

ROYAL JORDANIAN requires attractive, dynamic and energetic female 
cabin crevir to operate on its modem fleet of aircraft Choosing this career is a 
personal commitment and dedication towards our passengers. 

Minimum age: 21-28 

Height: Minimum (160) cm. (Bare Foot). 

Weight: In proportion to height. 

Education: Minimum two years Diploma, preferably in Hotel Management, 

Tourism and Nursing. 

Languages: Very good command of written and spoken English 

language, Spanish, German, Italian, Greek and French 
is a plus. 

Candidate should be in excellent health and single. Please apply at:- 
Royal Jordanian 
Employment Office, 

7th floor. 

Housing Bank. 

Those who have previously applied need not apply again. 


THE Daily Crossword by Sefton Boyars 


ACROSS 
1 Portenl 
5 Mystery award 

10 Submit 

14 Inside position 

15 Actor Greene 

16 Ridiculed 

17 Woody’s son 

18 Kind 

1 9 Israeli airiine 

20 Shack 

22 Light over the 
couch? 

24 Scattered 

26 Mexican rivers 

27 Crusoe or 
Edward G. 

31 Diving birds 

35 “Like — of 
prancing Poetry" 
(Dickinson) 

36 Tenth part 

38 “Norma — " 

39 So. state 

40 Within the law 

41 Actress Ten 

42 Baseball slat 

43 Studied 
intensely 

44 David's 
weapon 

45 Of a yellowish 
color 

47 Answer 

49 Russian log 
house 

51 Gush 

52 — spy (apple 
type) 

56 Clean again 

6Q Leave out 

61 Fragrance 

63 Stare at 
flirtatiously 

64 Croissant 

65 Kind of eel 

66 Word with guard 
or admiral 

67 Breakwater 

68 Exchanges 

69 Note 


1 
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4 
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Thursday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 October 
birihstone 

2 Additional 

3 A Fitzgerald 


4 Light of 
Broadway 

5 Jostles 

6 "Le Coq — " 

7 Expanded 

8 Lend — (listen) 

9 Stop signal 

10 Ultimatum words 

1 1 Rope for 
catching cattle 

12 Cheese 

13 Cry 

21 Normal firmness 
23 Knowledge 
25 Out 

27 Ranks 

28 Puccini's field 

29 Overused 

30 More pleasant 

32 Idea man 

33 Merits 

34 Twill fabric 
37 Ebb and neap 

40 Necessity for 
night drivers 

41 Firelly 
43 Rot! 
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44 Graf — 

46 Scant 
48 Scatters 
50 Feathered shaft 

52 Standard 

53 Meivilte opus 

54 Brook 


55 Asia's mistress 

57 Writer and 
movie critic. 
James 

58 InsuH 

59 Sandwich type 
62 Traveler's need 


Lebanon expects 
EU association 
accord in a year 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
and the European Union 
(EU) expea to sign an asso- 
ciation agreement in six 
months to a year following an 
opening round of negotia- 
tions in Brussels last week, 
Lebanon's chief negotiator 
has said. 

Zafer Ai Hassan, foreign 
ministry secretary general, 
told Reuters the two sides 
will hold a second round of 
talks in Brussels next March 
at which they will discuss a 
draft of the proposed agree- 
ment which will now be 
drawn up by experts. 

“The EU hopes to finish in 
six months. I*m not quite that 
optimistic but there are no 
major differences between 
Lebanon and the union." Mr. 
Hassan said in an interview. 

“Our impression is that the 
EU is favourably disposed 
towards Lebanon. They 
understand our problems ana 
would like to help.” be said. 

Lebanon is one of several 
Arab and Mediterranean 
countries negotiating “part- 
nership” agreements with the 
EU. Tunisia has signed and 
Egypt, Morocco and Jordan 
are negotiating. 

The accord will set out the 
terms of political coordina- 
tion between Lebanon and 
the EU and its member states 
on bilateral, regional and in- 
ternational issues. 

“This kind of relationship 
with the EU will not have any 
negative input on regional 
relationships we have with 
Syria or any Arab group. On 
the contrary, the union would 
encourage such groupings.” 
Mr. Hassan said. 

The agreement will allow . 
Lebanon to phase its adher- 
ence to a Mediterranean free 
trade zone the EU aims to 
create, he added. 

“One of the aims of the 
agreement will be for Leba- 
non to be part of the free 
zone but this is not expected 
as soon as the agreement 


goes into implementation, 
but over a period of at least 
12 years,” Mr. Hassan said. 

Lebanon, which imports 80 
per cent of its consumer 
goods — much of them from 
Europe — and exports only 
one-tenth of the amount, is 
particularly vulnerable to a 
free trade accord. - 

“We will be allowed to 
keep some customs duties for 
a few years, and when 
emergencies occur we will be 
allowed to suspend some 
parts of the agreement to 
deal with them.” Mr. Hassan 
said. 

After implementing the 
agreement the two sides will 
meet every five years to 
assess results and take any 
steps needed to balance tbe 
relationship. 

This will include adjusting 
the compensation Lebanon 
will receive for loss of cus- 
toms revenue and increased 
competition for its enter- 
prises, Mr. Hassan said. 

“We will use the assistance 
that is offered — technical 
' help, investments and finan- 
cial aid and grants — to help 
increase productivity in in- 
dustry and agriculture and 
improve the quality of pro- 
ducts,” he added. 


Lebanon will also receive 
help in developing its internal 
fiscal system to offset loss of 
customs revenue by introduc- 
ing a value added tax (VAT). 

The free zone will have to 
be in harmony with the 
World Trade Organisation 
which is to replace GATT 
(General Agreement on 
Tariffs arid Trade), Mr. Has- 
san said. Lebanon has asked 
to rejoin GATT, which it left 
in 1950 after the creation of 
Israel. 


The agreement will also 
cover cooperation in indus- 
try, agriculture, the environ- 
ment and services, including 
tourism, transport, banking 
and insurance. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I think stress is caused by a virus. 
Someone catches it every time my 
boss opens his mouth." 


Bank sees 3-year EU 
currency birth with dual 



system at outset 

. . a .. - _1_ mm. iL. fl t H W 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
The birth of the new single 
European currency should 
last three years and end with 
twin usage of old and new 
notes for six months from 
Jan. 1, 2002, the European 
Union’s (EU’s) future central 
bank has said. 

The proposals, by the 
European Monetary Institute 
(EMI), were essentially in 
step with a plan by the EU 
Commission which was pub- 
lished in May. 

Tbe timetable did not pick 
up an initial preference by 
the Bundesbank for a so- 
called delayed big-bang 
approach under which most 
of the transitional changes 
would occur together after a 
lengthy preparatory period to 
avoid the burden for banks of 
double accounting. 

The Bundesbank has since 
qualified this approach, 
saying that opinion among 
German banks was divided. 

But the EMI's proposals 
coincided with a warning by- 
five advisors to the German 
government that the whole 
programme might have to be 
delayed if insufficient coun- 
tries met qualifying condi- 
tions. 

Tbe so-called five wise 
men. echoing the official 
German view, stressed that 
the timetable must depend 
wholly on the achievement of 
the qualifying conditions. 
They also said that if the 
currency could not be laun- 
ched in 1999. a qualifying 
founding quorum could be 
approved later. 

The advisors further noted 
that the only EU countries 
which currently fulfills the 
Maastricht criteria for mem- 


bership of the single currency 
is tiny Luxembourg. Even 
Germany is outside the limit 
for the ratio between budget 
deficits and gross domestic 
product. 

The president of the EMI, 
Alexandre Lamfalussy, back- 
ed the thinking behind recent 
calls by German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel for 
participants to agree a so- 
called stability pact, and 
stressed that the whole en- 
deavour depended upon 
careful selection of which 
countries qualified under the 
terms of the Maastricht trea- 


ty- 


The future central bank set 
Jan. 1, 2002 as the deadline 
for the launch of new notes. 

The EMI said that the pri- 
vate sector, meaning all types 
of company and some banks, 
should have a choice of 
whether to use the single 
currency until the transition 
had been completed. 

Its proposals for the transi- 
tion by the EMI laid down 
three distinct stages and four 
key dates. 

The process would have to 
be “relatively simple and 
easy” if the change were to 
be credible to the public, the 
EMI said. 

The main preparations 
would begin early in 1998 and 
the formal process would last 
from Jan. 1, 1999, as laid 
down under the Maastricht 
treaty, until July 1, 2002. 

The proposals are to be 
discussed by heads of state 
and government from mem- 
bers of the EU at a European 
Council meeting in Madrid m 
December. 

The first stage would begin 
early in 1998 one year before 


the formal launch of econo- 
mic and monetary union 
(EMU). The main pomt 
this stage would be a decfcion 
by tbe 15 members of the 
' union about which countries 
qualified for the launch of the 
angle currency. . . 

Countries participating m 
the launch would also intro- 
duce legislation to enact out- 
standing commitinents trader 
the treaty of Maastricht. 

The second stage would 
■ begin on Jan. 1, 1999 with the 
launch of the third stage of 
EMU: This would be marked 
by the irrevocable fi xing o f 
exchange rates of the c uiTe n- 
cies of participating countries 
and would last for a max- 
imum of three years, the EMI 
proposed. 

This plan is intended to 
ensure rapid and widespread . 
use of the single currency for 
professional non-cash trans- 
actions so as to render tbe 
process irreversible. 

National central banks and 
the future European central 
bank would enact monetary 
policy in the single currency 
and would promote the new 
currency on international 
foreign exchange markets. 

The third stage, on Jan-. 1, 
2002, would mark the most 
tangible step for die public 
since it would be the date of 
the issue into circulation of 
notes and coins. 

Old and new currencies 
would exist side by side for 
six months. 

From July 1, 2002 national 
currency in participating 
countries would no kmgtf%e 
legal tender and woukMflhre 
to be changed for the new 
currency. 


that scrambled word game 

by Hand Amokl and Mika Argirton 


Unscran^jia these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. * - 


GNUST 


TEH 

S — i 


Oi9B Titam Media Savon, me. 
amtaWpawaH 


Dj 

IUTOY 


n 

^ J 
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HOW THE BUS Y 
SALESMAN FST 


Now arrange the circled letters 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— cim m- mm 

(Answers Monday) 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ENTRY BEFIT GAMBIT FEUDAL 
Answer The waiter got this — A BIG BEEF 


Peanuts 




Andy Capp 




JUST ONCE I'D LIKE. 
TO GEE HER SIVE> 
MOUTH A RE5T- 

v— 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST JOR SATUR- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You find one difficulty! 
after another today in trying »■ 
to accomplish something in t 
the morning, but later this! 
evening all goes smoothly. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


BUT I WbSE 
ICE SKATES 
WHEN I WAS 



TAURUS: (April 20 to May. 

20) You want to have a good 
time in the morning today, 
but you feel thwarted. By late 
this evening, all works out to 1 
your favour. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) A tense situation at henrie 
in the morning today can 
clear itself up by evening and 
then all goes well, so don't 
worry about it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) The afternoon 
at this time is best for doing' 
marketing, shopping and the 
like. Pay attention to your 
wardrobe so that you will 
look stylish. 

LEO :(July 22 to August 21) ' 
Study your property and 
think just how to improve it 
and make it more valuable. 
Go over finances and cut 
down unnecessary expenses. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Conditions-, 
may be upsetting in the 
morning today, but after 
lunch, all eases up and you 
ran do a great deal of activi- 
ties towards your success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be sensible in 
handling any adverse condi- 
- tions which vex you and they 
are soon solved wisely. Don’t 
hold a grudge over an unin- 
tentional slight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try to help a 
good pal who is upset, even if 
it interferes with what you' 
have planned. Use tact in die 
handling of personal matters. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Do what- 
ever will make a good im- 
pression today on those who 
have power over your affairs, 
but do so quietly and tactful- 
ly- 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Be sure you- 
study every angle of that new 
enterprise you wish to consid- 
er before you commit yotir- 
self to it. Be most careful in . 
motion while on the highway. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study what 
promises you have made to- 
day and the best way to hand- 
le them without getting con- 
fused. Patienoe works won- 
ders. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Show that you aPt 
a career individual and ytiu 
keep an associate from ' 
bothering you in your duties. ' 
Don’t overwork, even at 
sports. 
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Birthstone of November: Tftpaz 
— Tiger's Eye 
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Business & Finance 




Lack of liquidity depresses trading at AFM 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading re- 
mained lacklustre at the 
Jordanian stock market last 
week, with prices and turnov- 
er going down as a result of a 
crunch on liquidity brought 
about by the issuance of high* 
yield certificates of despit 
(CDs) by the Central Bank, 
broken said Friday. 

They said the short-term 
CDs were drawing cash away 
from the stock market with 
an average interest yield of 
around 8.5 per cent in auc- 
tion by the Central Bonk, 
which is trying to check die 


conversion of dinar holdings 
in commercial banks into dol- 
■ lars. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said volume for the 
week end Thursday was 2.7 
million dinars, down 41 per 
cent from the previous 
week's 4.6 millions dinars. 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 major companies 
dosed at 155.22 points, down 
1.5 points, or one per cent, 
from the week’s opening of 
156.82 poinrs, the report 
said. 

Industrials lost one per 
cent, services dipped by 1.6 
per cent, banks by 0.5 per 


cent and insurance by 0.5 per 
cent, it said. 

The report said daily trad- 
ing for the week (four days of 
business. Tuesday being a 
national holiday) was 700,000 
dinars compared with 

900.000 dinars last week (five 
days of trading). 

In this week's trading 1.6 
million shares changed hands 
under 2,094 contracts. 

Industrials accounted for 
1 .5 million dinars, or 5.57 per 
cent of the weekly volume, 
followed by banks with 

670.000 dinars, the services 
sector with 520,000 dinars 
and insurnace stocks with 

4.000 dinars. 


The AFM report said 
shares of 85 firms were 
traded during the week, with 
only four of them closing with 
gains while 67 lost and 14 
remained unchanged. 

AFM delaers and bankers 
said there was a marked shor- 
tage of liquidity in the mar- 
ket. 

Mifleh Aqcl, a senior ex- 
ecutive of the Arab Bank. 
Jordan's largest commercial 
bank, was quoted in the local 
press as saying that the weak 
performance of (he market is 
a direct result of the stringent 
monetary policy adopted by 
the Central Bank. 

AFM dealers noted that 


■the Central Bank had 
announced the sale by auc- 
tion of 10 million dinars 
worth of three-month and 
six-month CDs, and this has 
drawn cash away from the 
market. As a result, indi- 
vidual investors who wanted 
quick cash had to sell at low 
prices, and hence the decline 
in prices, he explained. 

Other factors contributing 
to the weak business in the 
market included a shift of 
capital from the secondary 
market to the primary mar- 
ket, with severa companies 
raising capita! and others 
announcing issuance of new 
stocks. 


ACCESS On-Line 



Join the fastest growing On-Line Service in Jordan. With more than 500 active members participating in various 
discussions in the on-tine chat, forums, and teleconferencing, ACCESS On-Line is the ideal choice for you. 

With more than 5 GigaBytes of information available on-line, ACCESS On-Line features: 


- On-Line Yellow Pages. 

- On-Line Jordan Telephone Directory.. 

- On-Line JOB FINDER Database containing 
Thousands of Resumes. 

- Three hours of connectivity everyday. 

- Latest Political, Financial, and Social articles from 
prominent International Newspapers & Magazines, 
(i.e. New York Times, Wall Street Journal, 

The Washington Post, and others...) 

- Access to JEDCO Directory and DataBase. 

With 62 Dedicated phone lines, ACCESS On- 




For more information contact us at 646-868. 
Or call our online service directly at 655263. 
Email: access@access.com.jo 


- Statistical information from the Central Bank of Jordan. 

- Access to the Amman Financial Market and other 
financial Information. 

- Access to information from the Chamber of Commerce . 

JTA, JBA, and other professional Associations. 

- Hundreds of articles spanning technical issues, Comedy, 
Games, Sports, Literature, Astronomy, and much more. 

- GigaBytes of On-Line File Libraries. 

- On-Line Database of all active companies in Jordan 
along with their activities. 

Line guarantees you no Busy signal when calling. 
Join NOW and get: - ONE MONTH FREE 

- SOFTWARE FREE 

- 50,000 INTERNET 
CHARACTERS FREE 
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A review of news from We Arabic press 


Refinery company opens three 
news contres to distribute gas 
cylinders 

~~ THREE SEW centres at Market. Um Al 
Hi ran and Al Misdar in Amman govemorate 
will be selling gjs cylinders at" the official 
prices of JD 1S.5 each starting Saturday 
f today), the general manager of the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company has said. The 
new centres will be in addition to the distribu- 
tion centre in the govemorate of Zarqa and 
the Nuaimeh station ir. Jrbid gosemorate. 
The general manager said the company has 
purchased 14.000 tonnes of gas which will be 
arriving by land and sea over the coming ten 
days. The amount is in addition to the 450 
tonnes of gas produced by the refinery and the 
100 tonnes imported daily from Iraq, he 
added. The refinery chief noted that Jordan ‘s 
gas consumption during the winter season 
amounts to 900 tonnes a day. double the 
quantity consumed under normal circumst- 
ances during other months. He indicated that 
the refinery will import 150.000 empty gas 
cylinders in addition to the S00 cylinders the 
company manufactures each day and nearly 
200 worn out cylinders which are repaired 
daily (Al Ra'i). 

Two companies merge 

** THE SPECIALISED Trading and In- 
vestment Company (STIC), a public share- 
holding company and the Consolidated Trad- 
ing and Investment Company (CT1C) a pri- 
vate shareholding firm, have merged follow- 
ing an approval by the general assembly of the 
STIC. The merger was agreed due to the 
resemblence of the activities of both com- 
panies as they engage in genera! trading and 
manufacturing of local and imported building 
materials (Al Ra'i -r Al Aswaq). 

MoGA offers old produce 
market at Al Wihdat for rent 

** THE MUNICIPALITY of Greater Am- 
man (MoGA) is asking for bids to rent the site 
of the old produce market at Al Wihdat. The 
site has 100 stores and MoGA is seeking 
JD 300.000 key money and JD 150.000 fixed 
annual rent for the whole area. Bids are to be 
submitted by Nov. 20. 1995 at the latest and 
should be attached to JD 30.000 bid bond 
cheque to be returned to unsuccessful bidders 
(A! Ra’i). 


Investors to establish 
new insurance companies 
withdraw applications 

a NUMBER of investors who were to 
establish new insurance companies have pul- 
led out while other companies seeking insur- 
ance licensing have reduced their proposed ' 
capital as some founders opted fo withdraw. 
Twelve companies had announced their inten- 
tion to submit applications to register new 
insurance firms but only seven have presented 
official requests. A committee set up by the 
minister of industry and trade will be studying 
all the applications in order to prepare the 
appropriate recommendations of approval or 
rejection to the Council of Ministers. Accord- 
ing fo informed sources, the seven companies 
have a combined capita/ of JD 20 million but 
only one of them will be floating shares for 
public subscription while the others will be 
covering their capital from private subscrip- 
tion (Al Ra'i). 

Prices of beef to rise 

** THE COMMITTEE which conducted a 
fresh study on the prices of beef has reached a 
decision to increase the price oi a kilogramme 
from 2,800 fits 10 3,000 fils 10 put an end to the 
black market for red meat. Importers of beef 
have submined invoices to the Ministry of 
Supply from countries of origin showing that a 
kilogramme of beef arrives Amman at a cost 
of 2.150 fils and that, as a result, they had to 
add JD 25 to the price fixed by the ministry 
(Al Aswaq). 

Jordanian-Palestinian trade slows 

** TRADE EXCHANGE between Jordan 
and the Palestinian areas grew slowly last 
month contrary to the three months following 
the signing of a commercial protocol between 
the two sides when trade accords exceeded 
JD 32 million. During the month of October 
only JD 1 million of contracts were signed 
bringing up the total volume of trade to JD 33 
million. Government sources attribute the 
retreat to hindrances imposed by Israel on the 
Palestinian National Authority. Jordanian 
products worth JD 2 million exported to the 
Palestinian areas were mainly palm oil, tex- 
tbooks and cement. Imports from the Palesti- 
nian lands worth JD 32 million were mainly 
large amount of. fruits, welding roads, electric- 
al parts. • honey, vegetable ghee, onions, 
stones and soap (Al Aswaq). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold agamst the 

dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Friday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1 .3536/46 

Canadian dollar 


1.4030/40 

Deutschemarks 


1.5710/20 

Dutch guilders 


1. 1358/68 

Swiss francs 


28.84/88 

Belgian francs 


4.8440/90 

French francs 


1588.8/0.3 

Italian lire 


102. 10/20 

Japanese yen 


6.5490W 

Swedish crowns 


6.2000/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5.4368/68 ■ 

Danish crowns 


1.41 18/28 

Singapore dollars 


0.7393/98 

Australian dollars 


7.7330/40 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

SI .5538/48 


Gold (ounce) 

$386.20/386.70 




gb DA JAN I 

w W JEWELLERS 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and i 
villas 1 

Furnished/unfurnished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tefc 810605, 810609, 810520 



STUDIO 

Profession*! 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMMO pfrotn 
warn 30% 


0 From •» farf«- 

mamt 20 x 30 cm 

1 

Shraemam^Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfich td: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 
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? UU.O.TEL| 

-SECURITY 
^•HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
A A.\ 'Jill ‘laJa.Yl 
li jto j /■ ~ *.‘ 

863944 - 816690 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 
Sweifiyeh 


9ANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT' 


Deluxe Villas 
&Appartments 
in Amman 


for father delate pfease call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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CRYSTAL 

▼ 

Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

, The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere i in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytun 4 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 230 fu it. 
900 - 1130 PJTL 


CUr 




SZEEHWAK HRBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
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Redtcmsia+Lt 

'Teppcmyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 



NOUROZ Restaurant ' =* 

t* 642830 B 

MUiidi Mniacz 'moiit ' O 
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THE FIRST & ONLY 


FRESH PORK MEAT 
JN FUHA1S 



- DAILY SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

- FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 

Fort utoutmes, ca ll : 


((078)26676 SHOP Qfl 664023 OFFICE 


For Res. 812997 -814118 
Mecca St Daoud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished I 
cand Unfurnished <r 

1— u 

^VTffas apartments ti. 

©and office Space © 
Ct CL 

| oTo Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 
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RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeistmi 

Td 693399 
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Automatic Juice 
EXTRA CTOR 

ON SALE AT Tai : 8121 05 - 827455 
818964 ■ 698015 • 644113 - BM 088 

688201 ■ 639711 -813008 ■ B 13250 J 



ASSARAYA 

Rent a car 


Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265/ Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shnusani King AD0v*un Gardens 
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Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
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Germany, England, Denmark and Spain 
seeded in European Championships 


Mistrial declared in 
Don King fraud case 


GENEVA (AFP) — Ger- 
many. England. Denmark 
and Spain were here on 
Friday officially made the 
four seeded teams for next 
year's European Cham- 
pionship finals in England. 

The organising commit- 
tee for the June 8 to 30 
tournament used results 


’ :Cf* A- 




from qualifying events of 
both the 1994 World Cup 


and 1996 European Cham- 
pionships. 

Germany and Spain were 
the top two teams on this 
basis, and European gov- 
erning body UEFA added 
defending champions De- 
nmark and hosts England. 

These countries will be 
put into a first hat at the 
draw in Birmingham. Eng- 
land on Dec. 17. The other 
12 teams, including the 
winner of the Eire/Holiand 
play-off on Dec. 13. will be 
put into a second hat. 


Russian Dya Tsyrabalar flies over Finland's Jussi Nuocela during their 
Championship match. Russia won 3-1 (AFP photo) 


European 


NEW YORK (R) — A feder- 
al judge declared a mistrial in 
boxing promoter Don King’s 
insurance fraud trial on 
Thursday after the jury said it 
was deadlocked, but un- 
appeals court quickly stopped 
him from releasing the jury. 

In a bizarre courtroom dra- 
ma. U.S. district judge Lawr- 
ence McKenna told the jury 
it must return on Friday 
morning despite his ruling. 

After the jury left for the 
day. McKenna told a packed 
courtroom that the second 
circuit of appeals would de- 
cide early on Friday whether 
he should have instructed the 
panel to keep deliberating. 

Earlier. McKenna took the 
unusual step of declaring the 
mistrial after the jury rold 
him it could not reach a 
verdict. Normally after the 
first such notification, a judge 
will deliver what is called the 
“Allen Charge" which in- 
structs the panel ro keep 
trying. 

McKenna's ruling was also 
unusual in that the jury has 
deliberated for only about 10 
hours since it received the 
case late on Monday. 


locked and will be unable to 
come to a unanimous verdict 
on any of the counts 
charged.” 

Federal prosecutors im- 
mediately asked the appeals 
to stop the judge from dismis- 
sing the jury. . 

King has been on trial since 
Sept. 21 for nine counts of 
insurance fraud involving a 
1991 Julio Cesar Chavez fight 
that was cancelled. Each 
count against him carries a 
maximum five-year prison 
sentence and a $250,000 fine. 

King, the world's foremost 
boxing promoter, is accused 
of padding his claim submit- 
ted to Lloyd's of London with 
$350,000 in training fee losses 
that did not occur. The insur- 
ance contract covered non- 
refundable expenses and 
Lloyd's paid King a total of 
S671.000. 

Although witnesses said 
• King keeps tight control over 
his company, insisting on 


signing cheques for as little as 
five cents, the promoter testi- 
fied he had nothing to do 
with the filing of the claim. 

His lawyer argued that 
King was too busy with other 
business — such as being 
concerned with the rape 
charges against one of his 
other boxers. Mike Tyson — 
to care about collecting the 
insurance claim. 

Chavez was scheduled to 
fight Harold Brazier in 1991 
in Las Vegas, but Chavez was 
injured before the fight and it 
was cancelled. King allegedly 
submitted an insurance claim 
that included $350.00 in 
training fees for Chavez. 

Prosecutors allege that 
King never told Chavez ab- 
out the $350,000 insurance 
claim and illegally pocketed 
the money. 


European Championship results 


The judge said the Jury was 
irretrievably deadlocked" 


Group 1 


Romania-Slovakia 2-0 
France- Israel 2-0 
Poland -Azerbaijan 0-0 


Group 4 


N. Ireland- Austria 5-3 


Croatia -Slovenia 2-1 
Italy- Lithuania 4-0 


Group 7 


Group 2 


Group 5 


Cyprus-Belgium 1-1 
Spain-Macedonia 34) 
Denmark* Armenia 3-1 


Czech RepubUc-Luxembourg 3-0 
Holland-Nonvay 34) 


Albanla-Wales 1-1 
Germany-Bulgaria 3-1 
Moklova-Georgia 3-2 


Group 8 


Group 3 


Group 6 


Sweden-Turkey 2-2 


Portunal-Ireland 34) 


Russia-Finland 3-1 
Greece-Faroe Islands 54) 
Scotland -San Marino 5-0 


“irretrievably deadlocked" 
and it would be unfair to 
pressure them to reach a de- 
rision because one panellist 
could not remain past noon 
on Friday. It was unclear why 
the deliberations could not 
continue with 1 1 jurors or an 
alternate. AH 12 are to return 
on Friday. 

In a note declaring its 
deadlock, the jury said: 
“Certain members of the 
jury, a majority, have 
reached the conclusion that 
we are irretrievably dead- 


FOR RENT 

A building of ten apartments 
for rent in Tla‘ Al Ali area. 

For more information call 740809 


PROFESSIONALS NEEDED 


J 


FURNISHED HOME FOR RENT 

Very nice furniture. Dahiat Al Hussein. 2 
bedrqpms, 2 bathrooms,- dining room, 
large kitchen, balcony overlooking King 
Abdullah Gardens. 

For information please call 694835, 679492 


An International Corporation is seeking candidates to staff a team 
to develop Prototype Business Plans for selected fresh produce 
exports from Jordan. Two positions are available : 

* Team leader (Phd. Economics (preferably in Agricultural Economics) 

* Research Assistant (Masters of Business Administration, MBA) 


Adelaide 
GP profit 


seen at 


$750,000 



Candidates must have : 

* Jordanian nationality • 

* Fluent in verbal and written English 

* Good leadership and communication skills 

* Facility with wordprocessing and spreadsheet software 

The assignment will be for several months. Compensation will be 
internationally competitive and for time worked. 

All applicants should submit, in English, a one page cover letter with 
their C.V. to : 


The Administrator 
P.O.Box 9145 
Amman, Jordan 

DEADLINE for receiving applications is Thursday, November 30, 1995 


days, was worth about 
AMO million ($45 million) 
to Adelaide, he said. 
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Weightlifting 
Championships lift 
off into drug cloud 


GUANGZHOU, China (AFP) — A mass doping scandal 
marred the start of the World Wei^difbng Ctampioi^ug 
here Friday as the international governing body banned W 
lifters for life for drugtaking. _ . „■*. 

The 64 athletes from 31 countries who have tested postwe 
this year — all but two for anabolic steroids — have been 
notified through their national federations, said InteroatiomU 
Weightlifting Federation general secretary Tamas Ajan, who 
provided no names. 


Weightlifting is the only Olympic sport that bans drug 

offenders for life for a first offence. _ 

The IWF decided only after a long discu^on at an crecubve 
board meeting Wednesday to accept the Cologne results 
because of the controversial equipment used, said Ajan. 

Only the IWF is currently using the new more sensitive 
equipment for its drug testing, said Ajan. 

Butif using the equipment exposes weightlifting to attack m 
a “dirty" sport, then “our reaction is not to use this 
equipment, but it doesn't make a dean sport, said Ajan. 

friorc than 85 per cent of the 64 positive tests were detected 
by costly new equipment at a drug-testing laboratory in 

Cologne. Germany, said Ajan. 

The highly sensitive new equipment can detect drugs taken 
two or even three months previously, he said. Standard 
equipment can generally detect drugs taken only within the 
! previous three weeks. 


Onhr 17 lifters tested positive for banned drugs last year. 
“TOk year the Cologne lab used a very special, highfy 
sensitive ^massspectrometer, »hich had never beea used 

more than »o j ~ 
Bulgaria. Kazakhstan. Russia and Armenia — paid iX OOO 
finesto be allowed to compete here and at the Atlanta 

01 AcOTSinTto y WF rules, coimmes with three or more 
_ _ _ ccTv»nrled from Competition for 


According to iwr ruiea, ------ 

poritiv^tSt! within a year are suspended from competition for 

12 months or must pay a 50.000 fine. . ■ 


12 mourns or must ••• — ,„ L . ■ 

All doping tests carried out at the 
which have Attracted 497 compeutoisfrom 75 
be analysed at the Colonge lab, said Ajan. Results will be 

available next month. . . . 

The top eight finishers from the Guanobou champiomhi^ 
will qualify to send a full team of 10 lifters to the Atlanta 

^TbslWF has so far conducted 1 ,031 tests in 91 countries this 
vear. including 400 unannounced out-of-competition teas. 

The IWF has asked the IOC to use the equipment at all its 
accredited labs and at the Atlanta Olympics. 


ADELAIDE (R) — The 
last Australian Grand Prix 
in Adelaide, won last . 
weekend by Briton Damon 
Hill, is expected to make a 
profit of . AS1 million 
($750,000), Sooth Australia 
State's Tourism Minister 
Graham Ingereon said on 
Friday. 

Ingerson said this was 
only the second profit post- , 
ed by the race in its eleven 
years in Adelaide. 

The previous 1 profit was 
just AS41.000 ($30,000) in 
1988. 

The Formula One race, 
which attracted a world re- 
cord attendance this year of 
511,000 people over four 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
TENDER NO. 115/95 

Jordan Electricity Authority announces the 
availability of tender documents for Tender No. 
115/95 for Design, Manufacture, Testing and 
Supply C&F Aqaba of two 80 MVA 132/33KV 
Power Transformers and two 200KVA 33/0.4KV 
Earthing/Aux. transformers for TAREQ 132/33KV 
Substation. 

Contractors who are interested to participate in 
this tender can obtain the tender documents from 
the Tenders Section at JEA-main building 
(located between the 6th & the 7th Circles, Jabal 
Amman) against a non-refundable amount of JD 
125 for each copy, starting from Thursday 
16/11/1995. 

Bids are to be submitted to the secretary of 
tendering committee at the above address not 
later than 10:00 a.m. of Monday 12/02/1996. 

A bid bond equal to 5% of the offer should be 
accompanied with offer. 

Director General 
Dipl. Eng. M. S. Arafeh 


VILLA FOR SALE 


ABDOUN, 700 x02 
TEL : 819965 
OPEN HOUSE 


FOR RENT: Weekly or Monthly 

New elegantly FURNISHED 1 and 2 bdrm 
APARTMENTS. Suits visitors and temporary 
assignments. Secured (intercom) building, serviced 
apts.. 7th Circle vicinity. 

For further information: Fax 844754 
or Tel: 845099 between 12 and 7 p.m. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A trading company based in Swefieh, Amman 
with two working shifts is seeking an 
experienced secretary with good computer 
skills especially in Windows & fluently 
speaking, typing English language. 

For interview please contact 8191 66 or 826978 


VILLA FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

A separate unfurnished villa of three bedrooms is 
Cross, Rosary ColT^^ ,0n ShmeiSani ' " ear Red 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 1 CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 
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PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


CONCORD "1 


Delan Walsh 
& Lora Leeni....in 


Denzel Washington 
Jene Hackman .... In 


Sylvester StaHone..in 

ASSASSINS 


MUSA HIJAZTN 
“ Sumaa n 


CONGO 


CRIMSON TIDE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD " 2 " 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

3?rds of the Darkness 

Shows: 3:30. 6. 8:15, 10:15 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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Graf reaches WTA 
tour semifinals 
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NEW YORK (AFP) - 
World number one Steffi 
Graf advanced to the semi- 
finals of the $2 million WTA 
Tour Championships hereon 
Thursday with a 6-3. 6-4 vic- 
tory over American Mary joe 
Fernandez. 

Fernandez put up stiff re- 
sistance, but failed in her bid 
to claim her first victory over 
Graf in 13 matches. 

“It was very even,*’ Graf 
said: “Her type of game I like 
to {day against. Even though 
she is aggressive at times., she 
still gives me time. She re- 
quires more lime to set up 
uian some other players.” 

Graf, a three-time winner 
of the season -ending event, 
needed only an hour and a 
quarter to beat Fernandez. In 
ine evening's other quarter- 
final, her unseeded compat- 
riot Anke Huber beat sixth- 
seeded Kiroiko Date of Japan 
3-6. 6-2. 6-1. 

“I think again my serve 
was very important," Graf 
said. ‘Tve been very steady. 
I’ve been mixing it up quite 
well. I alsa played well on the 
important points.” 

Graf saved three break 
points in the fifth game of the 
opening set and came back to 
break Fernandez in the next 


game for a 4-2 lead. She set 
up break point with a back- 
hand cross-court passing shot 
and won the game as Fernan- 
dez hit a forehand wide. Graf 
served out the next game at 
love and closed the set two 
games later as her backhand 
clipped the top of the net and 
trickled over on set point. 

“It was going back and 
forth until that moment." 
Graf said of the fifth arid 
sixth games. “We both 
served very well, so wc didn't 
give each other many oppor- 
tunities to do anything.” 

“Although I served well, 
hers is bigger," Fernandez 
said. "I wasn’t able to get too 
many opportunities. Against 
a player like Steffi, if you 
don't convert right away you 
are in trouble.” 

At 4-4 in the second set. 
Graf recorded the second and 
final service break on the 
match. She chipped a back- 
hand return over the head of 
the charging Fernandez to set 
up break point and took a 5-4 
lead when Fernandez pushed 
a backhand volley wide. 

In the next game Graf 
finished off Fernandez with 
an overhand smash into the 
open court. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OU AR SHARIF 
A TAHNAH HtRSCH 

Oi»- 1 rw, UM.i 


HELP FROM A FRIEND 


Both vulnerable South deals. 
NORTH 
a AKQ8 
9853 
0 J84 
*AJ7 


WEST 
*97 
OQ 102 
0 A9 5 
+K6532 


EAST 
A J 1043 
08704 
OQ JO 6 3 

*4 


SOUTH 
*852 
PAKJ 
0K72 
*Q 1098 

The bidding. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

i * Pu, 1 * Pm 

1 NT Pim 3 NT Pm* 

Pm* Pui 

Opening lead: Three of + 

Don't try to do everything your- 
self. Look around the table to see if 
there u someone who will lend a 
helping hand, albeit unwillingly. 

Note that, despite a balanced 15 
painu. North fell no need to do any- 
thing dramatic in the auction. Once 
the South hand was limited to b 
minimum, the thought of bidding 
anything other than three no trump 
did not even croaa North'* mind! 
We* led a dub. and declarer saw 


there were pcoeibilities for a ninth 
tnek in each suit — either black 
nut could break 3-3, or the quern of 
heart* or ace of diamonds could be 
with East. 

Declarer won the first trick in 
hand and immediately repealed the 
dub fifit-SiW-, and it was no surprise 
to find that there was going to be no 
mm than direr trick* coming from 
the suit. Next came a heart to the 
jack, but that tost. Drdatrr won the 
club return, cashed a high heart 
and then tried three rounds of 
spader. When Weal showed out on 
the la*. declarer led a diamond to 
the king. That, loo. failed and the 
defenders took the red of the tricks 
— down two 

Dertarvr could have done better 
by putting the knowledge that West 
held long cluha to good use. After 
the club finesse wins at tnek two, 
declarer should teat the spades. 
When We* ihm out on the third 
spade, the contract can be claimed. 
Declarer caahea the ace of eluba, 
returns 10 hand with the king of 
hearts and cadis with a dub. We* 
win* and can cash another dub. On 
which Sooth pitches a diamond, but 
then mu* lead a red suit to give 
the dedarer the fulfilling trick. AL 
be* the defenders can collect two 
dub* one spade and one diamond. 


Red Sox 
1st baseman 
gets MVP 
award 

NEW YORK (R) - Bos- 
ton Red Sox first baseman 
Mo Vaughn has named the 
American League's Most 
Valuable Player on Thurs- 
day, edging Cleveland Indi- 
ans outfielder Albert Belle 
in one of the closest votes in 
history. 

Vaughn received 12 first 
place votes, 12 seconds and 
four thirds for a total of 308 
points in balloting by a 28- 
member panel of the Base- 
ball Writers Association of 
America. 

Belle received II first 
place votes, 10 seconds and 
seven thirds for 300 points. 

Seattle Mariners desig- 
nated hitter Edgar Martinez 
was third with 244 points, 
and Cleveland Indians re- 
liever Jose Mesa was 
fourth. 

“It's tremendous to get 
an award like this,” stud 
Vaughn. “It still hasn't hit 
me yet. E never got excited 
about the MVP Award. I 
never really was thinking 
about it." 

The election was the 
closest in the MVP race 
since 1979, when Keith 
Hernandez of St. Louis and 
Willie Staigell of Pittsburgh 
tied for the National 
League award. 

Vaughn and Belie tied 
for the league lead with 126 
nuts batted in. 

Vaughn hit .300 with 39 
home runs and helped the 
Red Sox to the Eastern 
Division title. Belle led the 
league with 50 homers in 
powering the Indians to the 
American League pennant 
and became the eighth play- 
er in Major League history 
to have 100 extra-base hits 
in one season. Belle also 
became the fust player in 
history to have 50 or more 
homers and doubles in the 
same season. 

“I didn't expect to win 
this award,” said Vaughn. 
“I just hope to get a job and 
be the best in the league. 
To be given this honour is 
just unbelievable. 1 did ex- 
pect Albeit Belle to get the 
award' — with' what he 
achieved, it’s unbeliev- 
able.” 


Amman hosting Arab Table Tennis Championship 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Jordan Time 5 Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — With the elite 
players of the Arab World 
representing 1ft clubs 
gathering in the Jordanian 
capital, the Sports Palace 
Friday witnessed the open- 
ing of the Arab Tabic Ten- 
nis Championship which 
will take place Nov. 17-22. 

The 10 men’s teams and 
six women's teams repre- 
sent Egypt. Lebanon. 
Qatar. Sudan, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Palestine and 
Jordan. Algeria's teams Fri- 
day informed organisers, 
the Jordan Table Tennis 
Federation (JTTF). that 
they would not be able to 
attend due to technical dif- 
ficulties. 

The men's teams have 


been divided into two 
groups. 

Group A includes title- 
holders Ahli of Egypt, Jor- 
dan's Al Orthodoxi. 'Saudi 
Arabia's Al Ahli. Kuwait's 
Al Jahra. and Al Majma’ 
Al hJami of Palestine. 

Group B includes Al 
Zamalek of Egypt. Qatar’s 
Al Ahli. Al Ma’ni of Leba- 
non. Jordan's Al Jazirch 
and Al Khartoum of Sudan. 

The top two teams of 
each group will advance to 
the semifinal round. 

The women's teams will 
play only one round. Parti- 
cipating teams are titlehol- 
ders Al Ahli of Egypt. Ben- 
zart of Tunis, Lebanon's 
Homenimen. Egypt’s Ai 
Zamalek. and Jordan's 


Orthodoxi and Amman. 

The championship, held 
under the patronage of 
Minister of Youth A wad 
Khleifat. was officially in- 
augurated Friday after- 
noon. 

Several officials of the 
game, including the presi- 
dent of the Arab Table 
Tennis Federation. Mr. 
Mohammad Al Husseini, 
will be attending the event. 

Earlier in the day, men’s 
teams began their matches. 
Results came as follows: 
Ahli ( Egypt )-Palestine 3-0 
Jazireh (Jordan)-Ma'ni 
(Lebanon) 3-2 

Ahli (Qatar )-Khanoum 
(Sudan) 3-0 

Ahli (Saudi Arabia)- 
Kuwait 3-1 


Saturday's schedule will run as follows: 

WOMEN'S MATCHES 

Zamalek { Egypt J-Homent men (Lebanon) 

Benzan (Tunis)-Amman (Jordan) 

Ahli ( Egypt J-Homemmen (Lebanon) 

Zamalek (Egypt 1-Orthodoxi (Jordan) 

. MEN'S MATCHES (MORNING SCHEDULE * 

Ahli ( Egypt )-Ku wait 

Ahli (Saudi Arabia)-Orthodoxi (Jordan) 

Zamalek (Egypt )-Khartoum (Sudan) 

Ahli (Qatar)-Ma'ni (Lebanon) 

AFTERNOON SCHEDULE 

Kuwait- Orthodoxi (Jordan) 

Ahli (Saudi Arabia)-Palestine 
Zamalek (Egypt )-Jazireh (Jordan) 

Khartoum (Egypt)-Ma’ni (Lebanon) 

All matches will be held at the Sports Palace starting at 9 
a.m. 


Houston's Horry scores 40 points 
as Rockets slam Bucks 115-87 


MILWAUKEE (R) — Hous- 
ton forward Robert Horry 
scored a career-high 4(J point's 
and Hakeem Olajuwon 
added 24 as the rockeis slam- 
med the Milwaukee Bucks 
1 15-87 on Thursday. 

“This night was an excep- 
tional one for me.” Horry 
said. “I never felt like this 
before except in my rokkie 
year. 1 couldn't believe that 
the Bucks were leaving me 
open, so 1 took advantage.” 

Horry shot lt>-uf-2ft from 
the field. X-for-14 from three- 
point range, to eclipse his 
previous career high of 30 
points set on April 14. 1994. 

Horry dished out nine 
assists and Olajuwon grabbed 
12 rebounds for the' two-time 
defending champion Rock- 
ets. who are 6-1 this season. 

Mario Elie scored 14 and 
Sam. Cassell added 13 and 
eight assists for Houston. 

Houston played without 
Clyde Drexler. who has a 
contusion of the right knee. 

In Orlando. Penny Hard- 
away scored 3ft points and 
Dennis Scott added 21 as the 
Magic beat the depleted Indi- 
ana Pacers 89-80 in a rematch 
of last season's Eastern Con- 
ference finals. 

Orlando extended its home 
winning streak against Con- 
ference opponents to 37 
games and defeated Indiana 
at home for the sixth straight 


time. The Magic have the 
league's best record at 7-1. 
despite the absence of centre 
Shaquille O'Neal. 

The Pacers played without 
Mark Jackson. Reggie Mil- 
ler. Dale Davis and Fred 
Hoiberg. who served suspen- 
sions for their part in an 
on-court brawl against Sac- 
ra mento la st Friday. 

Indiana dressed just eight 
players for the second 
straight game and was 
already without centre Rik 
Smits. who began rhe season 
on the injured list. 

in Portland. Mitch Rich- 
mond's 18-foot baseline jum- 
per with 22 seconds left lifted 
the Sacramento Kings to a 
105-102 victory over the Trail 
Blazers.i their first win in 
Portland in nearly 10 years. 

Richmond, who finished 
with 25 points, hit the game- 
winner to give the Kings a 
1113-102 lead. ' 

Sarunas Murciutionis 
added IS and Brian Grant 15 
had for Sacramento, which 
had not won at Portland since 
January 26. 1986. 

Rod Strickland scored 21 
of his 23 points in the second 
half and Aaron McKie added 
19 for Portland, which had 
won 23 straight over Sac- 
ramento at home. 

At Golden State. Derek 
Harper scored all 22 of his 


points in the second half. 16 
in the third quarter, and John 
Starks added 18 as the New 
York Knicks routed the war- 
riors 120-97 in Don Nelson's 
return to the bay area. 

Nelson, who resigned last 
season after six-plus season 
as the warriors' coach, led the 
Knicks to their fourth win in 
five games. 

Patrick Ewing scored 20 
points for New York, which 
has won four of its last five at 
Golden State. 

Lateral! sprewell scored 19 
points and Tun Hardaway 
added 15 for Golden State, 
which lost for the fourth time 
in five games. 

In Los Angeles. Loy 
Yaught had 19 points and 19 
rebounds as the Clippers 
matched their best eight- 
game start in four years with 
a 103-98 win over the expan- 
sion Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Brian Williams and rookie 
Brent Barry each added 17 
points for Los Angeles, 
which won its fifth straight 
and improved to 5-3 to equal 
its start in the 1991-92 season. 

Vancouver lost for the 
sixth straight time and has 
not won since starting the 
season at 2-0. 

Byron, Scott led the Griz- 
zlies with 18 points. Greg 
Anthony added 17 points and 
eight assists for Vancouver, 
which posted its largest offen- 
sive output. 


Cleveland sues to 
keep Browns name 

CLEVELAND (R) — If the Cleveland Browns move to 
Baltimore, the National Football League team will have to 
get a new name, the city of Cleveland said on Thursday. 

The city said it filed a suit in federal court here 
contending the Browns name has been associated with 
Cleveland longer than writh its current owners, and can't be 
transferred. 

Cleveland Browns majority owner Art Model! 
announced last week he will move the National Football 
League team to Baltimore next season if the move is 
approved by other NFL team owners. 

Modell bought a majority interest in the team in 1961 
and obtained a trademark registration on the name 
“Browns” in 1983, the city said. 

But the city's lawyer Terence Clark said that “since 1946. 
the terms "Cleveland” and “the Browns” have been 
inseparably connected. Cleveland wants to keep the name 
— and under the law they are entitled to do so.” 

The city says the Browns improperly obtained the 
registration for the name in 1983, adding that there was 
extensive use of the names before Modell tried to register 
them. 

In a year that has seen owners shifting lucrative NFL 
Franchises across the country, the federal case is the latest 
shot from Cleveland. A local judge has a hearing scheduled 
Monday in a separate state court suit that seeks to hold the 
Browns to a lease at Cleveland stadium through 1998. 

Cleveland would like to keep the Browns in town, find 
investors who could buy out Modell's interest in the 
Browns or attract another NFL team. 

The mayor, who like many Browns fans here has taken 
to wearing an orange armband, is lobbying team owners to 
vote against the move. 

The league has not previously halted any team's reloca- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, a “save our Browns" petition drive seeks 2 
million signatures to protest the team’s move. Local 
McDonald's Corp. franchised restaurants have mounted 
the petitions on their walls. 

Some companies have cancelled advertising at Cleveland 
stadium and on radio and televisions during the Browns* 
remaining six games — including the Cleveland clinic 
foundation, an internationally renowned hospital where 
Modell is a trustee. 
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Croatia, Serbia ready 


to normalise relations 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — 
Croatia and Serbia — the two 
key rivals at the start of the 
Yugoslav wars — have 
drafted an agreement norma- 
lising bilateral relations.. 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman said Friday. 

The agreement on the 
“complete normalisation of 
relations between Croatia 
and Serbia" has been pre- 
pared at U.S. -sponsored 
peace talks in Dayton. Ohio, 
and will be signed after an 
agreement is made on Bosnia 
and a derision has been made 
to lift international sanctions 
against Belgrade. Mr. Tudj- 
man told Croatian television. 

The news of the break- 
through increased specula- 
tion that the announcement 
of an overall peace settle- 
ment for the Balkans could 
be imminent. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher left 
Japan Friday to travel to 
Ohio. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry flew to Ohio. 

The bolstered U.S. pre- 
sence at the talks came as 
lawmakers in Congress pre- 
pared to vote on a resolution 
denying funds for deploying 
U.S. troops in Bosnia as part 
of a NATO-led mission to 
police a future peace agree- 
ment there. 

A source close to rhe talks 
in Ohio said there was a "feel 
of positive progression" but 
that the parties were “still 
jockeying on the map” that 
will apportion territory be- 
tween the Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration and the Bosnian Serb 
republic in Bosnia-. 
Herzegovina. 

The negotiations began 
under U.S." auspices on Nov. 

1 but the major sticking point 
has been the division of terri- 


tory. 

‘ : We have prepared an 
agreement on the complete 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween Croatia and Serbia and 
it will be signed after the 
conclusion of an agreement 
on Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
after the decision to lift sanc- 
tions,” Mr. Tudjman said in a 


message to the nation. 

Mr. Tudjman and Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, whom many see as 
the mastermind behind the 
fighting that has devastated 
former Yugoslavia since 
1991. earlier this month at 
Dayton agreed to work per- 
sonally to normalise relations 
between their two countries. 

The last obstacle to norma- 
lising relations appeared to 
be swept away last weekend 
when separatist Serbs in the 
last rebel-held area of 
Croatia agreed to reincor- 
poration into Croatia. 

Mr. Tudjman said that the 
“setting up of regular di- 
plomatic relations" would be 
of “huge economic import- 
ance" for both countries and 
the entire region, notably be- 
cause it would open up the 
possibility of road traffic be- 
tween southern and central 
Europe. 

Work on a motorway link- 
ing the Serbian capital Bel- 
grade and Croatian capital 
Zagreb was almost com- 
pleted shortly before war 
broke out in former Yugosla- 
via in 1991. The road route, 
blocked for the four years of 
war. links Central European 
countries such as Austria and 
the Czech Republic with Ser- 
bia. Bulgaria. Greece and 
Turkey. 

Mr. Tudjman also said he 
would cooperate with the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal, 
which this week indicted 
several Bosnian Croats, but it 
insisted perpetrators of 
crimes against Croat civilians 
should also be brought to 
book. 

“At peace talks in Dayton 
the issue of war crimes was 
raised by the Hague tribunal. 
The Croatian ""delegation 
reiterated it was ready to 
cooperate with the tribunal." 
President Tudjman said. 

“Croatia will cooperare in 
finding out the facts relevant 
for the indicted Croats but 
demands that the same 
criteria apply for crimes con- 
firmed against Croat civi- 
lians." Mr. Tudjman said. 

On Monday, the tribunal 


Assad celebrates 


25 years in power 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
celebrated 25 years in power 
with strong official and popu- 
lar backing for his policies, 
including tus drive for peace 
with Israel. 

“We want peace," read a 
huge red-and-white banner 
hung under a big picture of 
Mr. Assad at the Ommyad 
conference palace in Damas- 
cus where more than 2,500 
people including government 
and party leaders and repre- 
sentatives of all Syrian cities 
gathered on Thursday to 
celebrate the anniversary. 

“A hero of war and a hero 
of peace.” read banners car- 
ried in Mr. Assad’s honour at 
a rally attended by hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians in 
Damascus on Wednesday. 

Mr. Assad. 65, one of the 


toughest and longest-serving 
Middle East leaders, led 


Syria in the 1973 Arab-lsraeli 
war and was once described 
by the Israelis as their most 
dangerous foe. 

But in 1991, with the col- 
lapse of Syria's most power- 
ful friend the Soviet Union, 
Mr. Assad took the crucial 
step of opening peace nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

Speeches made at the 
anniversary rallies underlined 
the demand for full with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights, captured by Israel in 
the 1967 war, in any peace 
deal with the Jewish state. 

“Peace should return all 
the occupied lands and give 
security to all. anything less is 
capitulation and no force on 
earth could force us to capitu- 
late.” one banner said. 

Apart from the fate of the 
Golan, the peace talks are 
stalled over future "ties with 
Israel and security arrange- 
ments. 


watching his diet and curting 
his work day, which used to 


While Syria and Israel have 
blamed each other for the' 
stalemate, Damascus has said 
it wants to speed up the 
negotiations since a right- 
wing Jew opposed to peace 
with Arabs assassinated 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin two weeks ago. 

“One of the positive ele- 
ments is that Syrians have 
taken this moment to say the 
track should be accelerated,” 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said in an 
interview with Reuters and 
Newsweek in Osaka, Japan, 
on Friday. 

He said he was informed of 
the view directly by Syria. 

Mr. Assad himself gave a 
positive view on the pros- 


indicted six Bosnian Croats, 
including prominent leaden 
General Tihomir Blaskic and 
Dario Kordic. accusing them 
of crimes against Muslim civi- 
lians tn central Bosnia in 
1993. 

The following day. Mr. 
Tudjman triggered a' chorus 
of international protests by 
naming Mr. Blaskic. formerly 
chief of staff of the Bosnian 
Croat militia, as an inspector 
in the Croatian army in- 
spectorate. 

“We demand objectivity in 
finding out the facts about 
(Blaskic and Kordic) ... who 
had organised the defence of 
Croatia territory against Serb 
aggression." Mr. Tudjman 
said in his address. 

Meanwhile, a senior 
French defence official 
voiced concern about U.S. 
planning for a Bosnia peace 
force, warning that failure to 
disarm the belligerents and a 
commitment to withdraw 
U.S. troops after one year 
could spark renewed fighting 
on an unprecedented scale. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, was 
commenting on preparations 
for a multinational force of 
60.000 troops under NATO 
command to replace United 
Nations forces under the 
peace deal being negotiated 
between Serbia. Bosnia and 
Croatia at talks in Dayton. 

“We are very happy that 
we will work under a NATO 
command rather under the 
United Nations, because if 
anyone looks for trouble with 
us under the expected new 
rules of engagement, they 
will just be massacred." the 
French official told reporters. 

“But equally, we are tell- 
ing our American friends 
they are making a big mistake 
if they think the way to keep 
peace is to create" military 
parity between the Muslims 
-and the Serbs. 

“The answer is not. as the 
Americans intend, to give the 
Muslims as many artillery 
pieces as the Serbs have, but 
to take away the Serbs' 
guns.” he said. 


pects of peace with Israel 
during talks in Damascus 
with British Foreign Secret- 
ary Malcolm Rifkind a few 
days after Mr. Rabin was 
killed. 

The Syrian leader, a lieute- 
nant general, has used guile, 
patience and obstinacy to re- 
tain a pivotal role on the 
regional and world stage 
since seizing power on Nov. 
16, 1970. 

Over the years Mr. Assad 
has fought Israel, castigated 
Arab moderates, courted 
Kremlin communist chiefs 
and forced Washington to 
make a humiliating military 
■retreat from Lebanon. 

He was imposed his will on 
a fractured Palestinian guer- 
rilla - movement, forged a 
radical alliance with Iran, 
strengthened Syria's influ- 
ence in Lebanon and 
cemented relations with the 
West by joining the U.S.-led 
coalition that drove Iraq out 
of Kuwait in 1991. 

Reacting to the collapse of 
the communist and socialist 
regimes in the world Mr. 
Assad ordered reforms to 
loosen the state’s control 
over the economy, opening 
projects worth billions of dol- 
lars to private Syrian and 
foreign investors. 

Mr. Assad, a former air 
force pilot, had a heart attack 
in 1983. But he is said to 
maintain good health by 


VIENNA (AFP) — A cold 
war-era treaty that has re- 
moved some 50.000 conven- 
tional weapons of war from 
Europe in the past three 
years came fully into force on 
Friday, as signatories said 
they had agreed on talks to 
iron out remaining problems 
over regional levels for Rus- 


his work day, which used to 
go on for 15 hours or more. 

Mr. Assad was dealt a se- 
vere blow when his son 
Basel. 32, widely regarded as 
a possible successor, was kil- 
led in a car crash on a foggy 
day in Damascus in 1994. His 
second son, Bashar, an 
opthalmologist and army cap- 
tain, quickly took over the 
role of his brother. 

AFP adds: A top Syrian offi- 
cial on Thursday stressed his 
country's commitment to the 
peace process with Israel, on 
the 25th anniversary of Presi- 
dent Assad's rise to power. 

“Syria continues to work 
for the peace process to reach 
its objectives,” said Abdullah 
A1 Ahmar, the deputy to Mr. 
Assad as head of the ruling 
Baath Party. “Syria is making 
great efforts and contacts for 
the peace process to suc- 
ceed.” 

But Mr. Ahmar. at an 
assembly to mark the coup 
which brought Mr. Assad to 
power, warned that “an in- 
complete peace will only lead 

(Continued on page 2) 


A statement representing 
the 30 parties to the treaty, 
which include the 16 NATO 
states and the 14 members of 
the now defunct Warsaw 
Pact, said the issue of the 
Russian totals, and also those 
of Ukraine, would be hand- 
led via “measures agreed in a 
cooperative fashion and 
acceptable to all parties." 

The statement was issued 
by the French delegation to 
the Organisation of Coopera- 
tion and Security in Europe 
(OSCE). The French are cur- 
rently chairing the Joint Con- 
sultative Group, set up under 
.the treaty provisions to iron 
out difficulties. 

They said a resolution 
agreed on by the parties 
stressed the “crucial role of 
the treaty ... in maintaining 
and fostering stability and 
confidence/* and the need to 
ensure its “continued integri- 
ty and future effectiveness as 
part of their common goal to 
develop new security struc- 
tures in Europe.” 

A U.S. diplomat had ear- 
lier played down the prob- 
lems. and said the agree- 
ment. known officially as the 
Convention al A rmed Forces 
in Europe (CFE) treaty, had 
“succeeded 300 per cent" by 
introducing “an era of coop- 
eration on both sides of the 
iron curtain.” 

Implementation of the 
agreement, signed in 1990 by 
the NATO countries and the 
members of what was then 
the Soviet-dominated War- 
saw Pact, began on July 17. 
1992. 

That was the start of a 
disarmament process that 
was due to last just over three 
years, and which ended offi- 
cially at midnight Thursday. 

A U.S. statement released 
at the Vienna offices of the 
OSCE noted that the treaty 
had largely succeeded in its 
aims, and ’described it as “a 
set of measures that has 
changed the way people and 
governments think about 
their own security." 

The statement hailed the 
"unprecedented openness” 
manifested during the com- 
plex inspection process that 
was part ot the treaty. 


>OLLS UNDER TIGHT SECURITY; Members of the Algerian army and policel 
uard a polling station in Algiers during Thursday's presidential elections. Most 
f the polling stations were set up at schools under tight security (see page one) 
AFP photo) 


Court refuses to release 


women held in Rabin case 


CFE pact 
takes effect 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
An Israeli district court on 
Friday turned down an 
appeal by a woman Jewish 
settler held in connection 
with the assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin that she be freed. 

Margalit Harshefi’s lawyer, 
Yair Peli. said after the hear- 
ing at a district court in Tel 
Aviv that his client was inno- 
cent. 

"In no way was she part of 
any organisation or did she 
take any role in any operative 
step in a criminal act. She is 
not connected to the shock- 
ing murder. None of the in- 
formation she had was con- 
crete. She did not accept any 
role nor was anything asked 
of her.” he told reporters at 
the court. 

On Wednesday. Harshefi. 
20. of the West Bank Jewish 
settlement Beit El. was re- 
manded’ in custody for 11 
days. 

Police say Harshefi. like 
confessed assassin Yigal 
Amir a law student at the 
religious Tel Aviv University 
Bar Ilan. played a central’ 
role in the prime minister's 
murder and plans to attack 
Arabs. 

She is being held on suspi- 
cion of conspiracy to commit 
a crime, failure to prevent a 
felony and involvement in an 
illegal organisation which 
police did not name. 

Police have arrested eight 
young religious Jews in con- 
nection with the assassina- 
tion. seven of whom are in 
police lock-up. One of them 
is under house arrest. Har- 
shefi is the only woman being 
held. 

Harshefi. long ponytail 
swung over her brown swea- 
ter. smiled to her parents as 
police removed her handcuffs 
when she entered the Tel 
Aviv district court. 

Harshefi's lawyer asked. 
Judge Drora PilpcI to release 
his client into house arrest or 
reduce her court-ordered 12- 
day detention to two or three 
days. 

The judge denied the re- 
quest after reviewing a card- 
board police file, whose con- 
tents were not made public. 

"The secret material con- 
tains accusations of what 
could be seen as a threat to 
national security.” the police 
investigator. Zion Sasson. 
told the court. 

Mr. Sasson had told a Tel 
Aviv magistrate earlier this 
week that Harshefi was deep- 
ly involved in Mr. Rabin's 
Nov. 4 assassination. 

Mr. Sasson has said she 
was a dominant member of 
an extremist group led by 
Amir. 

Mr. Peli said Friday that 
although his client was 
friends with Amir, she was 
not involved in Rabin's kill- 


ing. 

“She was shocked, just as 
all of Israel was shocked by 
the murder of Prime Minister 
Rabin.” he said. “To the best 
of my knowledge she was not 
part of the group.” 

“Her only obvious crime 
was to befriend the central 
suspect ... If knowledge of his 
intentions was a crime then 
dozens of people should be 
under arrest." Mr. Peli said. 

One of the suspects. Dror 
Adani. was asked by the gun- 
man to seek a rabbi's bles- 
sings for the murder. Adani’s 
lawyer said Thursday. 

The rabbi told Adani that 
under Jewish law Mr. Rabin 
was a “rodef.” or oppressor, 
but denied permission to kill 
him. attorney Zion Amir told 
the Associated Press. 

“He was told the rabbi that 

it was forbidden to touch 
him (Rabin) or kill him or 
any other Jew because this 
could cause a civil war and 
increase the troubles among 
the Jewish people.” Mr. Zion 
Amir said. 

Police have been investi- 
gating whether Yigal Amir 
had a rabbi's blessing to pull 
the trigger. Investigators pur 
together a list of rabbis that 
he knew, but haven’t ques- 
tioned them, police sources 
said. 

One rabbi. Yoel Bin-Nun. 
has said he knew of col- 
leagues who pronounced Mr. 
Rabin a “rodef.” who should 
be punished by death. ‘Rabbi 
Bin-Nun has given names to 
police. 

Also Thursday, a Tel Aviv 
magistrate ordered another 
suspect. Michael Epstein, 
held for six more days while 
the investigation cominues. 
Epstein is suspected of hav- 
ing known about the assas- 
sination plot. 

A friend of Amir, mean- 
while. said she probably 
could have prevented Mr. 
Rabin's assassination. The 
woman. 23-year-old Hila 
Frank had given police vague 
information this summer ab- 
out a plot to kill the prime 
minister, but did not name 
Amir. 

Frank and Amir both stu- 
died at Bar Iian University 
and met frequently on cam- 
pus during protests against 
Mr. Rabin’s peace policies. 

Frank said that in a chance 
encounter on campus. Amir, 
a third-year law student, told 
her “Rabin has to be killed." 

She said she did noi take 
Amir seriously at First, but 
became concerned when the 
deeply religious Amir added 
that. *Tve already made my 
peace with God.” 

“This set off warning 
bells,” Frank told the Yediol 
Ahronot daily. "This is what 
people say when they are 
near death.” 

She consulted with a 


friend. Shlomo Halevy. The 
two decided to pass the in- 
formation on to police, but 
without giving away Amir. 

“If we could tum back -the 
wheel, of course we would 
have given police all the de- 
tails about Yigal.” Frank told 
the newspaper. “But who 
would have thought this 
would happen? I’m sorry that 
we tried to protect Yigal .” 

After Mr. Rabin’s death, 
Frank was questioned by 
police for six hours and re- 
leased. Halevy. was detained 
for 24 hours and freed. He 
has not been charged in the 



Mubarak 


says no 

agreement 

against 

Khartoum 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak denied there was an agree- 
ment with Uganda to take 
military action against Sudan, 
the government-owned A I 
Akhbar newspaper reported 
on Friday. 

Mr. Mubarak told the pap- 
er: “This calk is absolutely 
untrue. Egypt does not con- 
spire with others like they 
(Sudan) do." 

Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan AJ Bashir on 
Wednesday told soldiers 
heading from Khartoum to 
fight the Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) in the 
south that government troops 
were advancing towards 
Uganda. 


Right-wing extremists plot- 
ted to kill two religious lead- 
ers for supporting the govem- 
ment's peace policies, 
according to reports Thurs- 
day. 

Israel radio, citing the 
ultra-orthodox weekly 
Hamahanc Haharedi. said 
extremists planned to shoot 
Rabbi Pvadia Yosef, spiritual 
leader of the Shas party, out- 
side his house. Shas is in 
opposition but occasionally 
supports the government and 
Yosef is considered a relative 
moderate. 

They planned to join an 
ongoing demonstration out- 
side Yosefs house and shoot 
him as he entered but were 
foiled when Shas supporters 
dispersed the protest, the 
radio sadi. 

A planned attack on Shas 
political leader Arye Deri 
was called off after Jewish 
settlers found out and 
opposed the idea. 

Israel radio said Deri con- 
firmed both he and Yosef had 
received death threats. 

A state commission of in- 
quiry into the assassination of 
Mr. Rabin is to hold its first 
working session on Sunday, 
the justice ministry said. 

The commission will meet 
in a building in central Jeru- 
salem renamed Beit Shalom, 
or the home of peace. 

The ministry also said the 
commission placed notices in 
newspapers on Friday calling 
for witnesses to come for- 
ward and for the public to 
produce any documents 
which could help with the 
inquiry. 

A top Shin Bet intelligence 
service official who was in 
charge of Mr. Rabin's protec- 
tion has already resigned and 
three other staffers have been 
suspended for lax security. 

The commission, set up the 
government and headed by 
former Supreme Court Presi- 
dent Mcir Shamgar, held a 
preliminary meeting last 
week. 

Israeli offices abroad have 
been instructed to block im- 
migration by extreme right- 
wing Jews, Deputy Foreign 
•Minister Eli Davan said 
Thursday. 


He told another mass rally 
on Thursday that members of 
the country’s armed forces 
were ready to be "martyrs 
in defence of their homeland, 
the government-owned 
Sudanese radio reported. 

Mr. Mubarak called on 
Sudan to mend its ties with its 
neighbours for the sake of the 
Sudanese people who suffer 
the consequences of Khar- 
toum's isolation. 


“Sudan now has problems 
with Egypt. Eritrea. Uganda 
and all" the countries sur- 
rounding it. These problems 
cause a lot of suffering for the 
Sudanese people, and we are 
concerned with the Sudanese 
people and not the rulers." 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Relations between E_.pt 
and Sudan reached their 
lowest after Cairo accused 
Khartoum of hosting mem- 
bers of a militant Islamic 
group who staged a failed 
assassination attempt against 
Mr. Mubarak in Addis Aba- 
ba last June. 

Sudan has accused Egypt. 
Uganda and Eritrea of con- 
spiring to overthrow the 
'‘Islam model" General 
Bashir is leading with the 
leader of the National Islamic 
Front. Hassan Al Tourabi. 
and hosting Sudanese opposi- 
tion groups. 

Khartoum said Mr. Mubar- 
ak and Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni were “plot- 
ting against our Islamic orien- 
tatino" when the two leaders 
met in Cairo on Nov. 2. 

“Sudan must correct its re- 
lations with its neighbours for 
its own people's sake. But 
that won’t be easy with its 
internal situation." Mr. 
Mubarak said. 


Khartoum says Uganda has 
sent troops into Sudan to 
back southern rebels in an 
offensive against government 
rebels begun in later Octo- 
ber. Kampala denies the 
charge. 

Uganda broke diplomatic 
ties with Sudan in April, 
accusing it of supporting a 
Christian militant group, the 
Lord’s Reseistance Army 
(LRA), seeking to topple 
Mr. Museveni. Eritrea has 
also severed ties with Khar- 
toum. 





Denmark in throes 
of royal wedding 
fever* 


Mf. Mubarak refused to 
comment on the murder of an 
Egyptian diplomat. Alaeddin 
Nazmi. in Geneva on Mon- 
day. 

“I can't say anything now. 
Investigations are continuing 
in Switzerland and I don't 
want to precede them.” Mr. 
Mubarak told AI Akhbar. 

An Islamic militant group 
calling itself the International 
Justice Group on Wednesday 
claimed responsibility for the 
killing and warned of more 
attacks abroad. 

"We killed him under the 
law of retaliation, and more 
death sentences have been 
issued against others" 
attached to Egyptian embas- 
sies worldwide, the previous- 
ly unknown group said in a 
fax to a foreign news agenev 
in Cairo. 

Mr. Mubarak also said 
Thursday he backed Algerian 
President Liamine Zcroual for 
reelection in ballots in 
Algeria. 

"I do not know the other 
candidates, and I do not know 
if they are capable or not. I 
know Zeroual. That is why I 
say Zcroual is a good man." 
President Mubarak said on 
French state television. 

His comments came 
shortly after it emerged that 
Mr. Zcroual had won between 
58 and 66 per cent of the 
votes in the presidential 
election, according to state- 
run radio in Algiers quoting 
exit polls. 

Final results announced 
on Friday showed that Mr. 
Zeroual swept the polls with 
more than 64 p- r cent of the 
votes (see page one) 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Royal wedding fever that 
has gripped Denmark for 
months reaches its climax 
Saturday when Prince 
Joachim, younger son of 
Queen Margretbe, marries 
Alexandra Manley, a 
British commoner from 
Hong Kong. Represen- 
tatives of the courts of - 
Europe and the flower of 
Denmark's nobility will be 
present at the wedding, of 
the 26 -year-old prince and 
his bride, who is five years 
older, in the chapel of 
Frederiksborg Castle north 
of Copenhagen. The couple 
first met in January 1994 at 
a dinner organised by 
mutual friends in a Chinese 
restaurant in Hong Kong, 
where the prince was 
spending time with the 
Danish shipping company 
AJ 3 . Moeller. They became 
engaged a year later on a 
holiday in the Philippines 
and announced it officially 
last May. Since then the 
Danish press has devoted 
pages to the betrothal and 
the wedding preparations, 
and both national televi- 
sion channels will devote 
26 hours of programming 
to the marriage ceremony 
and the events surrounding 
it. Danish women have co- 
pied the future princess’s 
hairstyle, clothes and jew- 
ellery and manufacturers 
have fallen over them- 
selves to produce souvenirs 
of the occasion and, better 
still, get the couple to 
endorse their products. The 
state's wedding present is 
the restoration of part of 
the couple’s future home, 
the 17th century Castle of 
Schackeoborg near the 
German border, and an 
estate of 240 hectares (600 
acres) of forests and 700 
hectares of farmland. 


Message in a 
bottle travels from 
Sweden to 
California 


LJUNGSKILE, Sweden 
(AFP) — Two little girls 
who dropped a message-in- 
a-bottle in a Swedish river 
two years ago have found a 
new pen pal — in 
California, the Swedish 
News Agency (TT) said 
Friday. The sisters, aged 10 
and 11, put 10 bottles in the 
Ljungskile River in south- 
western Sweden in 1993. 
hoping to find new pen 
pals, but eventually gave 
up hope and forgot about 
tbera.Until, that is, a letter 
arrived from a 13-year old 
girl in San Francisco, say- 
ing she had found one of 
their bottles on a California 
beach. According to 
experts, the bottle must 
have travelled some 20.0(H) 
kilometres, following the 
Swedish and Norwegian 
coasts, coasting north 
along the Russian northern 
coast and eastward across 
the Bering Strait towards 
the United States. 


China performs 
‘1st successful 
heart transplant 


BEUING (R) — Chinese 
doctors have carried out 
their first successful heart 
transplant on a 48-year-old 
government employee, the 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Friday. Xia Qiuming and 
Chen Zidao, heart surgeons 
at the Number 2 Hospital 
of the Harbin Medical- 
Sciences University in 
northeastern Heilongjiang 
province, carried out the 
operation on Nov. 11, 
Xinhua said. The doctors 
cut out the whole of the 
diseased heart of Zhao 
Chuanjun and directly con- 
nected the new heart to 
Zhao’s pulmonary artery 
and pulmonary vein, 
Xinhua said. “I feel rather 
good, I never had such a 
wonderful breath before,” 
Xinhua quoted Zhao as 
saying later. The doctors 
said it was the first such 
surgery to replace a whole 
heart in Asia. 
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